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Mr. HELVETIUS. 
| WAS introduced, in the Year 1764, 
to an Engliſh Lady, who, to the form. 
of Venus, united the foul of Minerva. 


1 did not know which to admire moſt, | 


whether the graces of her perſon, or che 
accompliſhments of her mind. T hough 


learned, the was modeſt—Though rich, LE 


ſhe was {homage Thaw ſurrqunded by | 
flatterers, ſhe valued only men of merit. 


With her friends, Lady Fentam was of + 


_ that religion, or rather philoſophy, known 

under the name of Socinianiſm. In public 
ſhe followed the religion of her prince, 
whoſe ſeverity ſhe, however, ſoftened, by | 
A 2 _ thinking 


* 


of r 
iv P*R-E"F*A1CtE? 25 
thinking opefly, With Euitgliu that to 
be virtuous is ſufficient” to "merit eterſil 

Big eind that Calo, S.. Paul, and 
9555 enoyed an qu portion of fe- 
ti = gane O erforfiinom! bs 19-i 
"Fre" ef deem with Which the world was 
Ple aſc "i: ts BondUr® me engaged Lach 

Wir 19 44% per heart before tne: "Her | 
Fre endlup and confidence iittealihg every 
= her I. adyſhip Þ reſefited me" Witk a 
Tketch of! the principal tranſactions of Her 
life, the had herſelf written in the French 
language: from that ſketch, 1 Have com- 
L fer memoirs, © OE © 

W ſeries of the moſt capricibus edents, 2 
PrSTetvebf the moſt contradictory effects, 
Winkle her Ladyſnip one of the'mbſt 
extraordinary women of the age. - Her 
adventures are new, romantic; and yet 
* natural hiſtory of the human heart. 
1 Always 
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Always" kde or n iuneptnt, 
The is, in the midſt of ber nr 
deyiatiohs from virtue, 3 woman of fe nk, 


of delicacy, ahd a gttend to morality 
Her admonitions to young women, 0 


the danger of the paſſions, 3 1 


Wide. pen e ri 
ſtzyors, re equally entertaining 105 15 

ſtructive. Love,, 2 E 33 OE 
Ladyſhip, is conſtantly Accompanied by 
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Philoſophy; indiferetion, by prudencez 
e he reaſon, 119145 
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1 . B. Should theſe memoirs be priced 
ads every name, that the, real, perſon- 


ages may not be ne \ientbrognzs 


nya 
11857 1015681 4/8 e 4. $S ry 
GUI wü ohn 20d 


l a 1 
ak #1 
YaWwtr 
Y 


vi PR E F A C'S : 
In compliance with Mr. Helvetius' de. 
fire, the Peer of his manuſcript BF bas 
ſubRitited 1 imagindry names to the 13 1 
Should it happen that a Lady Selner, 
and a Lady Fentam exiſt in | England, the 
pub ublic may be affured it is without hel 
knowledge of [the Editor. rene IN. 
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1 PUB L. Lenne, 1 DIuore 
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IHA Dod E attempted to do juſtice to to t 5 
pen of Mr. Helvetius: the taſk, 8 5 


not eaſy. The deſire of offering to the 
public ſo ſingular a Novel, gave me a 
patience that triumphed over every ob- 
ſtacle. I will only ſay this of theſe Me- 
moirs; they unite the uſeful with the 
agreeable z and are worthy of the im- 
mortal Author of De L Eſprit. ' 
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Y mother was a coquette, and my 
father a” good -· humoured fool, 
50 believed whatever ſhe faid, and 
approved whatever | the did. With this 
happy diſpoſition he lived careleſs of the 
next day, and left her at full liberty to 
indulge her whims or paſſions. They 
kept an inn at Leiceſter, and thrived ſo. 
well in that bulineſs, 1 chat they acquired ; 


e 140 
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myſelf i in che ee There * \ 
learned to read, to write, and to form an 
habit of idleneſs and diſſipation ; from 
thende we went to à milliner's, where we 
finiſhed our education, and were ſo per- 
feRly taught the contempt of virtue, that, 
when I went to my father's houſe, I poſ- 
ſeſſed the theory of every vice, and ah 
inclination to the practical part. 
My mother ſoon diſcovered the nature 
ef my thoughts and all my knowledge. 
8 Though ſhe had long ago bid adieu to 
ſcruple and modeſty, thinking ſhe had 
already ſins enough to anſwer far, ſhe did 
not chooſe to be accountable for thoſe of 
her children. Her religious fear made her 
watch attentively oyer my actions, attempt 
to correct my manners, and inſpire me 
with b other inclinations. '1 was then fif- 
"teen, 
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teen, and at that age, if I may credit the f 
whiſpers of the young men in that neigh» 
bourhood, I was extremely lovely and de- a 
ſirable. My beauty and complexion 
were always forgotten in their praiſes of 
me; and Lingenuouſly confeſs that I had 
little to boalt in this regard: But 1 was 
tall, well-ſhaped, prightly, had always 
on my lips the ſmile of pleaſure, and in 


my eyes the defire that created it. Such 
a form and countenance have -a"charm 


few men can reſiſt; they work more ra- 
pidly on their ſenſes, and often produce a | 
greater effect on them than beauty.” Men 
are as vain as we are; the deſire of pleaſ- 
ing them flatters their vanity, and through 
that ſenſation we are always certain of 
2 me that truth; for I have ſeen 
many a handſome woman paſs unnoticed, 

DJ * 2 when 
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eye, and fixed them upon me. She is 
handſame,”- ſaid-they coldly of che firſt: 
« What, a lovely girl!” exclaimed * 15 
gazing upon me with rapture. 
The perpetual remonſtrances of my 
mather, and the ſeverity ſhe employed 
in order to modify me agreeably to her 
fancy, ſuggeſted to me the neceſſity of 
appearing the reverſe of what I was. 
Falſehood is an art ſo. eaſily acquired, 
that, in leſs than a-fortnight, I was a per- 
fect adept in it. From that moment I 
affected an indifference for the pleaſures 
that had captivated my fancy; and avoid · 
ed as carefully the company of men, 28 
I had formerly affected it. My mother 
did not fail to give herſelf the honour of 
the alteration in my behaviour, and to 
en al the goſlps of ber acquaintance 
Me 35.4 B25 | the 


5 | 4 
the wonderful revolution ine had red 
in my mind. 4 

When the good woman [4 once taken 
it into her head to eſteem or to deſpiſe, 
to love or to deteſt, to think any thing 
good or bad; to believe any opinion trus 
or falſe, the curate of the pariſh, thougi 
ſhe had a great veneration for him, would 

in vain have attempted. to rectify her 

judgment. Wedded to her conceit, ſhe 
would have defended it as obſtinately, as 
if her life or fortune had depended upon 
maintaining it. She could not be 
wrong. With theſe peremptory words 

ſhe commonly congluded every (diſpute z 

but when her adverfaries, heated with ale, 

or animated by the equally ſolid ſpirit of 
contradiction, would tall in queſtion her 
good opinion of hertelf, then the" mol 
abuſive, viralent language flowed impe- 

n tuouſly 
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_ countenance ſo languid and affected ; they 


6 THE CHILD" OF NATURE, 
tuouſiy from lier tongue, impoſed ſilence, 


and ſummed up the © Aro 
your. 


My mother was no ſooner convinced of 
the Goes of my reformation, than ſnie 


granted me the liberty of acting at my 


pleaſure. I took my ſtation at the bar, 
whiſked- about the houſe, ſcolded the 
waiters, and coquetted the young men of 


quality. Theſe fine gentlemen. were not 
thoſe I eſteemed the moſt ; they had ſa 


much of the woman about them; their 
looks were fo effeminate; their geſture and 


talked ſo much to plęaſe themſelves, ſo 
little to pleaſe others; that I never once 


caught my heart in a fit of tenderneſs for 


any one of them; yet in ſpite of my diſlike 
of them, I was not inſenſible to their 
compliments, and ever returned a grate · 

4 Hh —_— 


* 
* 


** 


1 
of 
ot 
ſo 
ar 
id 
ey 
ſo 
ce 
or 
ke 
eir 
te · 
OS 


THE. CHILD, OF. NATURE: 7 


ful curtſey, when they ſwore, in the name 
of taſte and elegance, that 1 was a moſt 
divine girl. A few expreſſions more of 


that kind would not fail ta make: me find 


a pretence for ſtaying with them, till 
tired af giving praiſes af hich they wert 
not themſelves the objects, their: filence, 
or their impertinent behaviout, told me 
it was time to decamp. I did not reflect 
then upon the inconſiſtency of my ſen- 


timents, which: made me at one and the 


ſame time hate the man and like his con- 
verſation; I have ſince found that a wo- 
man's vanity is lille a common proſtitute, 


who, at the ſight- of gold; opens Mer 


arms to the young or the old, to tho fool 
or the 2 21 &: 
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J mother is ae as . 
Care of my morals gave her the re- 
putation of a tender mother, which ſeemed 
to atone for the character of a libertine 
wife. 1 was the work of her reflece 
tion, whilſt her deviation from virtue 
procteded only from nature: This di- 
ſtinction, which her friends were ſo kind 
as to make in her favour, ſoon ſilenced 
the tongue of ſlander; and it became at 
laſt a matter of doubt, vhether ſhe had 
euſtomers grew more numerous, and their 
homages to me were more reſpectfully of- 


fered. No punch, no negus was ever re- 
liſhed, unleſs the charming, lovely Fanny 
had made it. Like Mungo, I was here, 

"+4 there, 


| 
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THE CHILD: or NATURE - 
there, every where; always complimented 


with an eulogium upon my charms, and 


but ſeldom with the deſire o f confirming 


it on my lis. Fee 


- If the extreme PERS: of my de- 
portment gained me an univerſal eſteem, 
it made me loſe: the gay ſpectacle of thoſe 
tranſports I had formerly cauſed ; and I 
did not find. in the gain x compenſation 


for the loss. Hypocriſy, that kept my 


feelings in order, had not deſtroyed them; 
under the maſk of indifference I carried 2 
render Jau, impatien: of exerting, all its 
ſenſibjlirys, That ,craying and reſtleſs 
want was ſo little und erſtood by the young 
wen who viſiced us, that I wonderedymgre 
at 0 ſtupidity, than they did at the 
decency, of my manners, far from being 
taught by. them the value of myſelf, I 
hardly ever heard the word Love; nay, 
* 'B * . when 
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_ firving a ſentiment, which, though per- 
| haps more delicate, does not procure 
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when it was pronounced, it was wich ſuck 
+ formality, ſuck a; fear of diſpleaſing, 


to have laughed at it. tj; 
So much reſpect was not A endertfe 


ment I wiſhed fors 1 regarded it rather 
as # contempt of my charms, chan as the 


panegytie of my virtue. At my age we. 
ate fonder of infpiring deſire, than of de- 


the ſame agreeable ſenſations. We want 
to ſtriks, to Affech, to ſhite the trouble 
we cauſe. The ſighe, the Jealouly, the 
vexation, the deſpair of a lover, are the 
folt food on which we are men & 
regaling, h 
The Woman UA the contrary 
& not to be believed; the labguage ob 


her modeſty is Ny hc 
42 2 " : | 
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her heart. Seek for truth in her eyes, in 
her ſmiles, in her attitude, in the emotien 
which ſhe cannot conceal, when, forgetful 
of her reaſon, man talks only to her ſenſes. 

« Fanny,” ſaid my mother to meche 
morning after breakfaſt, . you muſt dreſs 
more gay, and look more lovely be 
chaſte in your thoughts, but let you 
manners be more free ; for men will: not 


attach themſelves — 
the hope of conquering.” ard! 


. ad 1 to) 
her, would you have me forſake it?! $7 
Gad forbid,” anſwered ſhe; hut as- 
you have no fortune, I wiſh you would; 
MR ON REP 
happy.” —- 

„And you think,“ e * *:has, 
his: good opinion of e 


Ne 7% Bas 0 


B 6 „No 


12 THE ound or NATURE, 
1166, o; ſaid my mother, ® it it is only by 
making him thirſt after the poſſeſſion of 
look your fitustion, and prefer your inte- 
reſt ta his: on. un bich , ans i 
8} Auf l. . en — vidtory; 
11 It may be atfirſt;” replied my mo- 
ther but it will be your fault, if at 
laſt you do not reduce him to the neceſſity 
of hanging himſelf, or of marrying you. 
A knave would attempt to ſeduce and 
betray you; why ſhould you not return 
the compliment to a man of honour? 
Men and women are born in a ſtate of 
war with one another it matters not 
how you gain the victory, ſo long as 
you benefit by it — the means are always 
loſt in e the We; Artz co- 
a faveury: 


ul 
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13 
will always change a man ef ſenſe into a 


fool.“ I 1 = | TÞ+ fa 7% Bini 13 N 


c But,” ſai I to my mother, affecting 
a bluſh; and the greateſt ſurpfiſe, at the 
new dofttine the preached to me, « how 
ſhall T reconcile virtue with that art, that | 
coquetry, and thoſe favours you ſpeak 
of—favours' to ws man! T tremble at the 
thought.” - 5 239077411 em nr ah fv 


TICK "8 93 To T1? 


» Ar the chought of what * exclaimed 
my y mother, 10 how can virtue be offended 
at a behaviour which. would, hardly put, 
modeſty, to t the bluſh? I demand only of 


1.14 10 3 2 


you not to be a prude, and to make ſuch 


a, good choice 28 Jou may never repent.” 


I concealed the joy ! felt at the "Jiberry, 


the gare 6, and enero the pig {3 


be taught and to, rehearſe the p 


4 mt - + 1 
was to perform. 1 had 10 perd of its 
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approbation; wy heart was.a beuer judge 
of the means of pleaſing. Men 
I muſt depend only upon my co- 
quetry for a huſband,” ſaid I to myſelf, 
« yet. ] am daily told, f it is the way neyer 
to get one. Would there be ſo many old 
maids in the world, were it not for their 
coquetry in the prime o their days? 
What man in his ſober ſenſes will venture 


to make a wife of that woman who, of 


all beings, loves herſelf the beſt ; who, i in 


ſpite of the ſtrict guard ſhe keeps upon 


her actions, betrays perpetually her vanity, 
tevity, and love of diipation? That man 


eee 


muſt be a fool, or a deſperate adventurer. 


Modeſty i is chat form which is the moſt 
capable of cheating an honeſt man of his 
underſtanding : But "how c can I be certain: 


of his honeſty ? Shall 1 cruſt to my di- 
' ſeernment 'only for my opinion of his 


1147 
i. 1 merit? 
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Tur CHILD or NATURE: 15 
merit? No, no, he may be as full of 


art and hypocriſy as I am. -I muſt aſ- 
fume a character according to circum- 


ſtances, and alt alternately the coquette, 
the prude, or chez ingenuous maid, Agree- 
ably to che impreſſion I ſhall make I muſt 

either continue. the ſame part, or tune my 
features. to another note.“ 


I diſcreetly adhered to.theſe reſolutions, 
and ſoon; found them productive of the 
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A Woman bas no need of the Kew 
ledge of the world, in order to talk 
to the paſſions of i men: Nature has a lan- 
guage, a manner, a ſtyle; as eloquent, 
forcible, and graceful, 1 in a country laſs, as 
in the woman of faſhion. Tt ae c 
you ſay, than how you look, that warm 
the breaſt of à man, aud | gives life to wil 
feelings. There is in a teverie, in 4 few 
minutes ſilence, in an abſence of mind, 
in a turn of the head, a charm not to be 
found in words. The mere verbal de- 
claration “ I love you,” though ever 
ſo tenderly uttered, does not expreſs half 
the paſſion that may be ſeen in the lan- 
guor or the fire of the eye. its 
It was only by degrees I made theſe 
 - obſervations, and grew as conſummate in 
the art t of coquetry, as I was in that of 


hypo- 
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hypocriſy. Man is ſo inconſiſtent air ani- 
mal, that, ſometimes in the ſame day, 1 
appeared under ten different ſhapes, a con- 
traſt one to another. The flexibilixy of 
my mind, far from diſcovering the du- 
plicity of my heart, ſecreted-it from every 
eye. It was miſtaken for an innocent de- 
ſire of pleaſing, neceſſary to the ſituation 
in which I was 3 chat error gave me ſuch 
a power of abuſing it, without diſgracing 
my reputation, that I tenderly. cheriſhed 
1 and at laſt converted it into a truth to 
which every man z would haye a | 


ſworn. it} Ant MI. C Mi en 23 


Though 1 coquetted the young, and 
ogled the old, into a wiſh of: pleaſing 
me; marriage was ſo awful a word, that 
no body appeated to dare to artieulate it. 
Its is a pity ſhe is poor, did I hear 
them W — themſelves, 

x ee 
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« ſhe, would, make an agreeable wiſe.” 
T he want of a portion, in this ſordid age, 
is the principal cauſe of the ruin of ſo 
many young women, who, not being able 
to conquer that invincible obſtacle to their 
iy; or nature, to beide the 
men they have no chanceof making their 
Huſbands: Moralifts will ſay, it is better 
td ſtarve virtuous than to Ive proffigate: 
ter aue right; Jwill own it: but who is 
the man, or the woman, who, having no 
other choice to make, will'not prefer the 
laſt to the firſt? Many things are excet- 
lent in ſpeculation; which are impoſſible 
in practice. I am afraid the world Would 
ſoon be without inhabitants, were they 
always to oppoſe to the dictates of nature 
the precepts of virtue. I believe that a 
en of Forrgne: will not ſteal, chat a young 
woman 


* 


1 
AQ 


* 
* 


8 8 


. q * 


would not do that; there are ſuch cir- 


rn 
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woman of rank will not Gerifice honour 


to her paſſion; but were they poor, or 
friendleſs, would they always preſerve 
their honeſty or virtue? I doubt it. Un- 
leſs we have been in the ſchool of adyer- 
ſity, or under the dominion of a ſtrong 
paſſion, we cannot know ourſelyes, It is 
childiſh ta ſay,, I would not do this, I 


cumſtances as forcibly command. reaſon 


averſion. 


1 8 3 * 77 23 


— my fancy, but none affected 
my heart; none ever tempted me to a 


ſolitary walk, or to hazard for them the 


at the empire ſelf-intereſt had eſtabliſhed 


„ 
* * 5 15 p N 
* * * * , 


or honour. to be ſilent, and ennoble the 
very. vices for which we had:the. greateſt | 
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ſenſes, and to laugh them into diſcretion. 
and reſpect. Had they. been cver 16 


_ amiable, or ſo artful in their attacks upon 


me; their behaviour was a weapon in my 


favour I ſhould always have employed 


with ſucceſs; If vanity is ſometimes the 
cauſe of a woman's diſgrace; ir is often 


the beſt ſupport of her virtue. 1 had 
no fortune, and therefore did not deſerve 
a baband- That conſetfuctice, whith 
inſpiredine with © contempt of them, en- 


livened modeſty in my boſom'; and made 
me a devotee to it. How many women 
think themſelves modeſt through prin- 
ciple, who are only fo through chatee, 
or the ſtupidity of their lovers! Before 
they contradict my aſſertion, let thom 
ſcrupulouſly ſearch into the cauſe of their 
boaſted: victory over love and nature. 
Then, hat judgment wilb they form of 
themſelves? They need not ſpeak it, I 
have told it for them. | 


3 4 


eir 
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+ pag} 
ln CHAP W. a 
1 Loſt my father at eee 
as unconcerned as he had lived, and 
would have been ſoon. out of my mothers 
memory, had he not left debts it was out 
of her power to acquit. This unhappy 
circumſtance made it impoſſible for her 
to forget him. Every day the awoke 
with the following exclamation 1 * Wbere 


che deuce could he trifle his money ; away l 


She repeated ſo often that exclamation, 
that ſome charitable neighbours: told her 
at laſt, that whilſt ſhe regaled at home, 
ber huſband. took his pleaſures. abroad. 
„What] with women?“ rejoined my 
mother. Being anſwered in the affirma- 


tive, ſhe lifted her hands to heaven, and 
eried, with a devout rapture, God have 


mercy on his ſoul ! I did not think he was 
ſuch 


22 Tur CHILD-OP NATURE 
ſuch a high-ſpirited fellow.” Thanks to 
. eue of her creditors, who con- 

tinued to ſupport her in the ſame \way 
of life. Her days were, as uſual, divided 
between buſineſs and pleaſure. | 
My life was ee ale aper 
the more reflected, the leſs I was pleaſed 
with the proſpect before me. The idea 
of my poverty, and the contempt which 
ſuch wretches as myſelf generally incurred; 
from the men of fortune down to the me- 
chanic, often damped my ſpirits, and 
humbled my vanity. So many admirers 
« of my charms, and not one among 
them induced to become my huſband ! 
4 for the want of a few hundred pounds 
4 as I to die an old maid, or be told 
«.among the retinue and lumber of a 
e man of faſhion! Why do they com- 


mend virtue ſo much, ſince in reality 
4 they 


RoW » UW. 
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a chey turm it ino tidiewle; by pioferi 
« to it a few b is 
long ndulged z I cruſted my fate to fot 
rune, and cheriſhed the hope of a fururity 
that would componlin to 15 the evils of the 
preſent. 2855 
1 was one day ning at .the inn 5 
when a chaiſe and four, attended by ſe- 
veral ſervants on horſeback dame: curi- 


oſity made me peep into it, and 1 ſaw . 


young gentleman, whoſe looks told me 
_ plainly I had the happineſs of pleaſing 


him. I received him as he . and 
conducted him to a parlour, we 

Upon my honour,” Laid he, to me, 
peruſing me from head to foot, I ne- 
ver ſaw ſuch an elegant ſhape, ſo lovely a 
countenance z'you- are the eee 
of 1 vou ** it. 


And 


that threw him viſibly in into the moſt Wn 
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| oa 
Prager i coi wht 1 i 61/3 
And I prevented his approach. co * 
lips. 291 res. er 772-4 


— Forgive, dear mils,”. fad he, with a 3 


8 
5 


bender and reſpectful accent 3 4 1 could 


% 1 
or 


not help paying that homage to Jour 

charms; however, I was urbag, and 1 beg 

your pardon.” Fa, eb ain 
His decent 'bekaviour She i me, I 


- Ti : 
„ 4 


thanked him for his good opinion of me, 


with a look—with' an air—with a ſmile 


able confolion. re: Il n n 
« Such a charming creature to be'en- 
tombed in Leiceſter ! You are formed to 
appear with dignity upon a nobler ſtage: I 
feel i in We you a delight I never proved 
before. There is a charm in your per- 
, t be angry let me tell you the 
Ane you. *. ſealed on my foul.” - 
& I boy 
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5 Y beg you would not tell it: me 
„ anſwered I with a bluſh, expreſſive of: 
my diſlike of his inſincerity and levity. 
Can truth offend you 2) 4117 ng | 
Truth!“ exclaimed I. — and dropping 
a curtſey, I went ont of the Parlour, Th 
I was ſo ſenſible he had not ſpoken the 
truth, that 1 reſolved not to give him 
another opportunity ef telling a lie. It 
was not with the compliments he had paid, 
me I was diſpleaſed, but with the ſolem- 
nity.. of the tone of his voice, and the 
cigniry of his admiration. Had he plainly, 
told me 1 was pretty, and, raviſhed the. 
kiſs. I would not have granted, I would 


have laughed at his 1 impertinencę; but I. 
Ee could not _ brook. t the keen aillery diſ- : 
per- covered! in the gravity of of his $ countenance, 
and the delicacy of his expreſſions. | Such 
a refined language from a man of "big. 


W.s 


Vor, L | CT 7 — 


1 * 
= CTIA 
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rink, to an humble bar · maid of a country 
inn ! I was very vain, but not fo filly, 
however, as to believe I could; at firſt 
ght, ae the ta concern he affected 
What could be the motive of the 
ſublime and pathetic langunge he had 
made uſe of ?* | | 
I was at a loſs to account for his bebe 
. when waged _— came into the 
* Upon my ſoul, Knoy; 1 believe you 
have made a ee of” 10 fine grntle- 
man in the parlour,” “ . 
£6 ms TROY 1” 4 exclaimed * cc * 
cannot be.” 1 v7 
. Why not 2 anſwered my mother. 
6c You would not be the firſt woman taken 
ne! 1 1 

from an inn to parade in the drawing- 
room. Do not think ſuch a tranſlation 
my impoſſible. 
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impoſſible. If that gentleman loves you; 
it is your buſineſs to blind is judgment 
ſo effoctually, that he may not perceive; 
the difference betwixt you. Be aſſured 
that a lover is, of all fools, the moſt tract · 
able, the moſt credulous, the moſt” in- 
clined to fall a victim to his paſſion.” For- 
tune has delivered Sir George into your' 
hands; ſhew yourſelf worthy of her fa- 
wen ee ee 
you may never eee 39 


« Has he told you he loved me * 
« He has ten times and ten times over 


told me ſo,” anſwered my mother. When 
I went to him, I ſurpriſed him exclaim- 
ing, How lovely ſhe is l' then he felici- 
tated me on having ſo amiable a daugh- 
ter; and was particularly inquiſitive about 
the ſituation of your heart, about your 
morals, and reputation in Lelcaſter,” I 

C2 anſwered 


— * — — — 0 — 
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anſwered in ſuch a manner, that his eyes 


ſhone with an unſpeakable ſatisfaction. He 
tool me by che hand with tranſport, - ſaid 
he was happy in the account I gave him 


of my daughter, launched into the moſt 


deportment, and ſwore he had hitherto 
never met with a woman more worthy. of 
his attachment.” TAR" ROWS 1 
And you believe,“ aid to 1 « that 
he thought what he ſpoke?” 5 8 5 
There is no doubt of it,” anſwered 
my mother, 1 ſtudied his looks, and 
ſaw only much in them. He could not 
deceive me, F anny 3 1 have too in much art 
and knowled ge to be deceived wy a young 
man JE 15 | Winnt 1 
11 art hardly,” pF 7 « indulge 
the flattering hope; his love 1 is fo ſudden,” 


72 For that reaſon,” ſaid my mother, 


en 2 it 


ER ent 6 Nn T bb. 


« ib litt mot Hel) 6 be ders n. 3 
| band 4 Hep againſt His tea. 
The inclinations created at firſt fiche Are ; 3 38 | 
the effects of an irreſiſtible ſympathy, » | 
which ſubdues at once all the Faculties: - 
of che mind, and makes us the faves of . (+. 
ehe obzects that inſpire them. Sir George bY 
Lendal is young, this may be his firſt 1 | 
paſſion; oppole art to his inexperience; Jet & 
him fee in you the reflected image of his 
ſenſidilities! Certain of being loved, — 
will ſurrender at diſeretion, and confirm 
your victory by the offer of his hand. 
not Wich hien, Fünny, be open, ingenuous; 
hart race yourſelf with the ever captivating 
dung I charm of à bluſh; ſeem a ſtranger to the 
language of ſentiment, and yet appear in- 

Julge clined to anſwer ĩt; but let him give him- 
zen“ ſelf the honour of that inclination; he 
chit muſt be convinced it is the work of his 
-« it Cz: ' aw 
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erifice of his own. as a juſt debt he pays 
to your attachment to him. Communicate 


bx fortune in my favour againſt him. That 


% 
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man of feeling, not the man of fortune, 
vou will riſe in his opinion ſuperior to 
your rank; and he will look upon the ſa- 


to me, Fanny, in confidence, his beha- 
viour to you; my experience will aid 


your poxers of pleaſing,” 
4 Tl DET x anbrered Lvih » ſail 


lities; it will not be my fault if I do not 


the ſucces may be the more certain, let 
ys unite together 3 I will fubmit to ur 
judgment, and follow Jour agvice, W 2842 
Alt is well,” ſaid my mother; and ſbe 
leſt me to my own reflectianz. 


FE 
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p12 POOR 0 n 
0 aa a ages W964; 


1* Ruminated upon Sir George's Gab, 

and concluded, from che modeſty of 
his looks und his reſpect tö the; that my 
mother was not miſtaken in Fer — pomy | 

of bim. „ To cold 4" Folung "ni 
wc rich, independent, and Löcher 0d * 
« faftiion to indulge in every vice, be a 
„gente? The wn Wars - 
4 wits fo great, thit he had” ho" Med of | 
ITS ike endothei as teaſed 4 in 
his bra. Night he "Kot Ky entirely 


er with the power of gold oer A Wm 


* heart 7 No; notw-ichiſtandinig his youth, 


<« jt was nor probable Ke did not æn dur 
« eſteem for it. Sines he Adiſddaineti td 
« employ the means his afftnenee gare 

C 4 «him 


pon Wis gehibtolity for tay Ubi — 
« with Mis defires ? Wüs die triathtiarated: 


CR - 2 1 
_ re —_— = - FI b 7 
2 — : —- — 
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him of gaining my affections, he was 


influenced by "A ſentimental paſſion, 
which did not permit him to diſgrace 
< the pbjeR he vag compelled to; loye?® 
The Jyftneh; of theſe, thoughts was ſoon 


confirmed, by wy. yaviry, I. was/ 100 ine 


receſſes i Weener 
an implicit confidence. in it. No doubts 


8 my mi mind I any, longer, I gave 2 


; boot do, p fancy, ind n | 
.xeverig,. all the charms of 2 a life devo! 
te difipation and pleaſure, . 0 mo + YN 

Ide. rouſed from my reverie by Sir 

George hignſelf Hg ſudden appearance, 
when, was ahſorbed in the thoughts of 
him, and the pleaſing dreams of my fancy, 
enlivened my features, and marked them 


with, a part of the ſentiment he ſo feel · 


ingly expteſſed in his own. No body 
happening to be near us, he took my hand 
5 k in 


rum: 
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in the moſt affectionate manner, and with 
a ſigh. printed an animated kiſs upon it; 
His action was ſo rapid, that I had not 
leiſure to oppoſe it. His ſilence was ſo 
eloquent, ſo flattering, ſo petſuaſive, that 
the pleaſure it gave me was betrayed by 
an eee, of my bo- 
ſom. Sir George perceived the effect he 
cauſed, nen by felt at the 
diſcovery of it. reit ue 
* Your —_ dar Fanny, adds 


new power to your charms.” . 
His: obſervation diſpleaſed me. 


25 You. are not lucky, Sir,” NE KA I 
with an accent of the moſt perfect indif- F 
ference, * In the bi mage you pay 
meren . | 

ce What have 1 bald, * de he with 
ſurpriſe, © mat may offend you?” | 


6 < Wha is © your pleaſure, Sir ke d 
C's #111. 


1 
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got up without. appearing: to take aun 
of his queſtion. it 
My pleaſure,” aid Sin Cant 
1 wg vale, won wes. 2 * 
2 What Qariafuion, Sir, can you 58 
in the company of a young woman, to 
whom you talk a language ſhe neither un- 
detſtands nor can anſwer ? l beg you 
would ſpare your gallantry. for a woman. 
more converſant in the merit of it; indeed 
it is thrown away upon me.“ 
„ thayght,” faid; Sit Georgs, * a 
man of honour would be eaſily underſtog& 
by a woman of your excellent ſenſe. 
Is. this ſatire, or praiſe, Sir d. How: 
muſt I interpret: it? Explain your means. 


ing; I have not ſuch excellent 7 as 


. 


to diſcover it.“ 2 | 


Sir George coloured, and ſeemed amazed 
at - this repartee, 


oa «-T* meant;. 
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meant, Miſtz that ha ing no other 
deſire than that of pleaſing your I hoped 
you would. not an aner 2 20 
you.“ ; 

«« Phis! is a very ee 
could not have thought of it. Why did 
not you, Sir, kindly add, that I ought 
to depend upon the truth of it? Thoſe 
few words would. have completed the 
compliment, and been worthy of a: man 
of your excellent diſcretion-— 

be Lou are very ſevere, Miſs? _ 

« Complain of yourſelf, Sir, and not o 
me; you taught me nn 
you.“ 570 

«16ers any ſl iv ing he L 
love 'you FO or $9.45 

— Sineanet? 5) [iu | 
þ ſtopped, bluſhed, a 
« Is not ct Lo 
C 6 affectation 
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affectation of that ſentiment. Whit wo⸗ 

man would elcume a declaration, when > 
ſhe is conſcious it not OR the 
„ 80 

«6 By all that is 11 Mered, amiable, Panty, 
1 adofe you.“ Wel och deen ton t 

Jou are not yet, Sir, perfect in your 
part. Speak the words again” rt 
„Tour mirth is death to mess- „ 08 

« Pray go on; you delight my car; 
at Leiceſter -I” never heard ſuch refined 
and ſublime flattery POO mitth 
is death to you.” 7 rt: 
„ How wantonly you abuse your oY 


over me!“ 
„% How: wantonly, Sir, you abuſe the 


privileges of your rank !” N 
« T am but too 11 arp anos had 
never ſeen you?” | 


en # tear are from 1 
116221708 C That 


. * * 


eye. 


That tear affected me. I 
prudent, however, to mk n —_ 
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bility of it. 
« I conceive,” ih Sir Gigi after a 
few minutes ſilence, . your reaſons for 


miſtruſting me; they are well founded; 


and I approve them. So many men of 


my rank and fortune have diſgraced tem- 


ſelves by their behaviour to your ſex, that 
it is almoſt impoſſible to know who, 
among us, is the ſcoundrel, or the man 
of honour. I have not, lovely Fanny, 
their villany to plead againſt me; my 
heart deteſts their conduct. I never en- 
tertained one thought injurious to inno- 
cence, My reputation is as, free from 
blame, as my character is from the ſuſ- 
picion of vice. It is not at my age that 
men are falſe, perfidious, or hypocritical; 
Nature till this moment has been my guide 
[1:20 ICH Mc 


— 


Fg 
* 
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in the path of life; you are, dear Fanny, 
the firſt woman I ever loved. Tour per- 
fonal charms have pleaſed my fancy, and 
your mental have captivated my reaſon. 
T have centered my happineſs 1 in yours. 
My attachment to you is not the effect of 
an idle ſpirit of gallantry ; it proceeds 
from a ſincere paſſion from a paſſion it 
is not in my power to conquer. I am at 
liberty to marry the woman of my choice.“ 
| I looked: fixedly at him, and did not 
diſeover the leaſt ſign of diſſimulatien in 
his eyes —all there was expreſſive of ten -- 
derneſs and truth. diſſembled my joy, 
__  <F have, Sir, liſtened wo your pretty, 

artleſs tale with the utmoſt; good · nature 
and! patience, Retum my. civiſity witin 
the: favour of ſpeaking no motty upon the: 


ſame ſubject; —andb I flightly turned m- 
ſelf from him. 


MN. 


> FUL 


4 
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candour and, indifference, - that Sir 
George, ſtruck with my badexious, famed 
vanity feaſted luxuriouſly upon the ſor- 
row he could. not diſlemble ; he. ftood: 


by me {ad, penſive, fighing away the ſen- 


timent he did not dare to utter. 

« Your incredulity,” ſaid he to me, 
« is a torment too acute for a man of my 
feelings. Ol. Miſs Ramſay, Miſ Ram- 
ſay | yau do nat know the heart n dif- 


dain.““ 


6 What: would it avaikme? anſwered: 
I with an enchanting ſmile, «ro think your 
are a man of honour? Refte& on. te im- 


pollibility of my believing you God 
7 | forbid! 


| Had aited and, eee | 


| 
? 
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forbid I ſhould be ſo vain as to credit your 
affection for me] I Know myſelf too well, 
Sir George, to indulge the ridiculous 
thought that I ſhould pleaſe you 
1.4 Your modeſty, lovely Fanny, is an 
enemy to your happineſs and mine it is 
from me you ought to learn what be 
to form of yourſelf,” | wid. Dy guts eee 
I ſhook my head with We that cold 

him I would not truſt to his judgment. 40 
Whence your contempt of me? 
* have no contempt of you, Sir; but 

I have too much reſpect for myſelf to be 
deluded by a flatterer of your Fang 281 
..< Is not that an tes ke of od 


ts 


tempt ?” etal 
„Why ſhonld'it not rather be the ex- 


* 


prefeli/of fear 2%) 22 ttt At N! 
And I bluſhed, ſenſible of the advan- 
tage I gare him over eme 
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10% 1 thank you for that fear; but do 
not entertain it any longer Lit would be 
an injuſtiee unworthy of you and me. 
And he took my hand to his lips- 
1 love" you, dear Fanny, and I ſo- 2 
lemply pledge 4iy" Faihi'ts kay" il 1 
tentions are *honotirdble-=Thave\no'other | 
thought but of being your huſband but 
of making you ſupremely” happy. The | 
world may ſay hat they pleaſe; 1 will | 
live for no other woman than my dear | 
Fanny 16 ve F tt od 
. * Your reſolution, Sir George, does me 
honours but it is too ſudden to be du- 
rable - give reaſon time to confirm it.. 
Life is too ſhort, dear Fanny, to con- 
K ſume any part of it in vain deſires; the 
9 preſent is the ſole good in our poſſeſſion 
if your: heart agrees with my impatience, 
why ſhould we delay our happineſs ?? 
k My heart is not ſo haſty in its deciſions, 
| Sir 


| 


ution ;-—you 


ge. 
juſtifies my irreſolution; yo 
hardly ſeen me, and yet are determined 


have 
te every 
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Jam fixed 
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my eſteem, my reſpect. In you I have 
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Fanny, the more i 
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to my humble 
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choice. Your 
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« The more I know you, c 
enliven it. How fortunate Tam to have it 


to raiſe me to your rank ! It is. a folly I 
Il not feed 


found a woman who will render my life 


in my power to 
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The ſplendor of greatneſs 
toxicate my reaſon, violate my ſentiments, 


and betray me 


Sir 
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wiſh you can form! This inſtant only I 
feel the advantage of rank, grandeur, and 
riches, ſince they enable me to make my 
lovely Fanny happy.” .. ;.... 

And, unknown to 1 be facched « 


| «Wl mn Kenan: a 1. 
don't know, and ſighed. 


Were I certain of you Sd 1 
might, be tempted but I am not certain 


of it,” edc u 
« Can you think 1 diſſemble an incli- 
nation I do not feel? O Fanny, Fanny! 
diſgrace not by ſo ridiculous a the 
e 
Macke no fuch ſuppoſition, dear Fan- 
ny; believe me ſo . 
„What meme 
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sec thid Hog! already ; my my 
mall be e brick of it. Now, will bd 
love mes v7, 5 W 22 it. 22 
A bluſh and a figh! were my anſwer. 
That anſwer was underſtood by sir George. 
Diſtracted with joy, he gazed on me with 
the rapturous looks of à lover, wWhoſe 
happineſs i Is; totally centered in the object 
dna him! He fell at my feet, and 
preſſing me amorouſſy and ardendy to 


e | a 10 


% You have Eindled and animated a 
u life in me— this life I conſecrate to 
you; every day of it ſhall be marked with 
a new tribute of love and adoration, 
Fear not to love me to love me with ex- 
ceſs my heart wil prove worthy of your 
feelings.“ Lil 06- vl 1 
Sir George accompanying his words 
with the warmeſt careſſes, my heart was 
a | n moved 


velty of the ſenſation he cauſed ſilenced 


n of my power over him, 
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moved and agreeably alſected. The no- 


my diſcretion. I oppoſed but faintly the 
homage he offered to.my lips 3, nay, for- 

got to reprove him for What be paid to, 
my panting. breaſt. I he fire of bis eyes 

reſtored 1 to me my brudence. 1 bid him 

get up; and as he | perceived, from the 

tone of my voice, an abſolute resolution 

of being obeyed, be immediately com- 


plied, with "my commands. His reſpeck 
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and of the ſincerity of his attachment. 

* purpoſed,“ ſaid Sir George, to 
continue my journey to London; but you 
are the moſt important buſineſs of my 
life. I cannot leave you when 1 am con- 
ſcious you love me. I will go to London 
for a fe- days and then come back to 
make myſelf perfectly happy 1 in the poſ- 

ſeſſion 
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CHAP, vn. 


OTHING,”. faid 1 to myſelf, 


ſudden paſſion of Sir George; and'the ten- 


turn it. He ought to be as much ſur- | 
priſed at my behaviour as I am at his. 


of marriage; and to bluſh. and ſmile a 
conſent to both | This is a ſingularity not 
to be paralleled, Lady Lendal l That's 
5 a pretty name upon my word 1 Ho they 
Nil tare here when they ſee Fanny Ram- 
ey metamorphoſed into a Lady]! What 
I ttupid! figure thoſe fellows: will make, 


who, debaſed by their abject love of gold, 
T. could 


« can be more romantic than the 


derneſs with which T have appeared to re- 


What! at the firſt fight to be told of love, 


who did not think tlie lovely Fanny vor- 
thy a huſdand ! Mean-ſpirited- wretches,. 


-» 
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could not do juſtice to my charms and | 
merit. With, what a ſupercilious ſmile of 
contempt will I look down upon them 
Every glance of my eye ſhall have the, 
keenneſs of the moſt poignant ſatire . 
Charlotte, Betſy, Harriet! a diſdainful 
nod of my bead will revenge me of your 
impertinent pride and diſdainfulneſs: a 
prey to mortal envy, yet obliged to diſ- 
ſemble it, you will add to the number of 
my flatterers, and ſubmiſſively court the 
honour of my eſteem. and friendſip]! 
Once Lady Lendal, they all will unite in 
their praiſes of me; and bluſh at their ig- - 
norance of thoſe ſingular accompliſhments 
that have captivated Sir George. I ſhall 
be the reigning toaſt: wherever I go, a 
world of admirers will crowd round me, 
and ſignalize their behaviour with the de- 
: fire of pleaſing me, —Delightful life!” , / 
3 7 Theſe 
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nd Theſe thoughts ſpread an air of dignity 
over my perſon ;-and I expatiated about 
Mg the parlour in the character of Sir George's 

$6 lady, careleſs of our cuſtomers, who had 


— often and loudly clamoured for Fanny. . 


wondered at the familiarity of the fel · 
lows, and bid the waiters not to 8 
me any more. f 

« What is the matter with the girl?” 
cried a neighbour, is ſne mad ?” and he 
entered the parlour. What do you 
want, Sir ?“ and without waiting for an 
anſwer, I deſired him to march off. He 
was going to reply; but I turned upon 
my heel, and waving. my hand ordered 
him out. He burſt into laughter, called 
me impertinent, left me, and went to 
amuſe the tap-· room with the oddity of 
my conduct to him. : 
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| George's lady when I pleaſe,” . 
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My mother came in. Fanny,“ ſaid 
ſne to me with an unuſual tone of reſpect, | 
« I think you ought not to act che part of 
a lady before you really are one. Should 
you be deceived in your expectations, you 
would be the ſport of the whole town. 
Give nobody a right to laugh at you. .Keep 
the paſſion of Sir George a ſecret, till 
you have no doubt of becoming his lady; 
then behave as you pleaſe; all will ap- 
plaud your conduct, be it ever ſo fooliſh 


J am certain, madam, of being Sir 


« Madam !” exclaimed my mother, 
& already an adept in the manners of a 


fine lady! Pray, my Lady, be ſo good; 


as to tell me your reaſons for believing IF . 


is in your power to marry Sir George?” Ir 
ThY 
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The raillery 'of my 'mother offended 
me. I muttered, however, an excuſe for 
my impertinence; and yet attempted to 
juſtify it by the authority of faſhion. 

«If you do not bear your good for- 
tune with more prudence and moderation, 
Fanny, 1 fear you will loſe it.” 

“That is an evil,” anſwered I ſmiling, 
« of which J am not apprehenſive. You 
will be ſenſible of its impoſſibility, when 
you are told my laſt converſation with 
Sir George.” 

I related what paſſed Berweedt us. 
1821 lt looks well,“ ſaid my mother. 
mother, 85 However, do not appear ſo certain of 
ſucceſs, leſt, in caſe of an unlucky diſ- 
appointment, you become the ſubject of 
a vulgar tattle, always diſgraceful to the 
reputation, if not the virtue, of the wo- 
Iman who is the object of it. Behave as 
D 2 uſual 
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uſual to our cuſtomers, or their inquiſitive 
curioſity, animated by your contempt of 
them, may ſoon diſcover your ſecret, arid 
expoſe it in a manner deſtructive to your 
happineſs. Envy in women is a natural 
ſource of calumny; one ſingle word whiſ- 
pered in the ear of Sir George may rob 
you of his eſteem. Diſſemble, dear Fanny, 
your hope of the brilliant ſituation that 
awaits you. Go to the bar, and exhibit 
to our friends the gay, modeſt, and indif- 
ferent Fanny.“ 

The good ſenſe of my mother el 
me to myſelf. I felt the neceſſity of the 
behaviour ſhe deſired me to aſſüme, and 
returned cheerfully to my ſtation. © My 
appearance cauſed a general murmur, 
which, at firſt, ſeemed unfavourable to 
me; but it was not long before the lovely 
Fanny gained every heart on her ſide, and 
put her ſlanderers to ſhame and confuſion, 


mur, 
ble to 
lovely 
le, and 


fuſion. 
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HAP. VIII. 


== 7 


1 Was making ſome punch won Sir - 

George $ valet de chambre came to tell 
us, that his maſter begged we would let 
him ſup in the family. parlour, and re- 
queſted the favour of our company. My 


mother replied, he might come when he 


pleaſed, and. that we would do ourſelves 
the honour of waiting upon him. I 
am not ſurpriſed, '* ſaid the valet de 
chambre, bowing reſpeRtfully to me, «at 
Sir George s affection for you. Give me 
leave, Miſs, to felicitate you upon the 
conqueſt of his heart. There never breathed 
a more honourable | gentleman. He de- 
lights in acts of benevolence 3 unnumber- 
able are the unfortunate he has relieved. 
Though young, he has none of the viges 
of his age; I have always found him 
true, diſcreet, and faithful to his word.” 
N D 3 « ] hear 
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waited for Sir George. He came. 


« ] hear ſo ſeldom,” ſaid my mother, 
« a ſervant ſpeak well of his maſter, that 
you confirm my good opinion of Sir 
George.“ 

« His looks, I aſſure you, madam, an- 
ſwer to his character; he has not the leaſt 
hypocriſy about him. May Sir George, 
Miſs, ſoon make you his lady.“ With that 
wiſh he left us, and went to his maſter. 

The ſupper was no ſooner upon th 
table, than I ſtole into the parlour, and 

« Dear Fanny, you are extremely kind 
to give me your company; this will be 
the moſt agreeable hour I ever ſpent in my 
life. Can you ſay—will you ſay, it will 
be the ſame to you.” 

6 ] hope it will be ſo, Sir George; 3 
you have it in your power not to make 
me regret it,” me 

Let 


THE CHILD' OF NATURE. 55 


Let one kiſs be my thanks.“ 

I let him thank in his own way. My 
mother coming in, we ſat down. Tedious 
formality vaniſhed after the firſt glaſs, 
and was ſucceeded: by gaiety and mutual 
confidence. Sir George's decency and 
reſpect ever adorned the warmeſt expreſ- 
ſions of his love: he deſcribed the hap- 
pineſs of the life he would live with me, 
in the moſt flattering and lively colours, 
and endeared himſelf ſo much to my 
mother, that ſhe could not help wiſhing 
for the day that ſhould begin the happy 
life he portrayed in ſo rapturous a manner. 
& As ſoon,” ſaid Sir George, © as I have 
ſettled: ſome Amily affairs of the greateſt 
conſequence, my Fanny' ſhall' name the 
day, and her will ſhall be my law.“ 

My mother's preſence being required at 
the _ we were left by ourſelves; 1 read 
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in the eyes of my lovers that he was pleaſed 


with it. 


% Dear F anny 


And he gave me another kits, which 1 
oppoſed fo faintly, that he repeated it 


three times, and then ſat down. 


« Dear Fanny, I have been told chat 
your father left ſome debts behind, which 


diſturb the peace of your mother's mind; 


1 love you too 6 much to ſuffer ber to remain 


dred pod Bank note; let her © ample 
this money in the manner ſhe thinks pro- 
per. No thanks, dear Fanny; I perform 
but my duty, in making happy the mother 
of my Fanny. Take it; I vill not be 
refuſed. Give it to ou morn: when I 
am not with you.“ 2 

His generoſity rouſed all my v feelings in 
his favour; an. involuntary tear flowed 
down 


89 
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down my checks : : 1 would have expreſſed! 
my gratitude but the words expired on” 
my lips. He took me in his arms, placed 
me on- his knee, and tenderly begged I 
would not inſult: him, by expreſſing ſo 
ſtrongly a gratitude he did not deferye. - 
0h! Sir George,” exclaimed I, I 
did not know all your merit] your huma- 
nity ſubdues me—how could I helploving 
the man who acts with ſo much benevo- 
lence — Les Sir George, I love you.” 

And, forcibly tranſported by the power 
of the circuinſtance, I willingly ſighed 
upon his lips the confirmation of Wy love 
for him. 25 r 


« This 18 uch a . as I did not ex- 
pet,” ſaid Sir George in an extaſy of joy, 


and returning the amorous compliment I 
had paid him, Ki Your gratitude | is ſupe- 
D 5 For 


— 
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rior to the ſervice I haye done you, My 
Fanny loves me! Oh! fay it again, 
] loye you, Sir George.“ | 
This minute is the happieſt of my 
life—to my Fanny I am indebted for 
it! Tou love me!” 
And our lips met again. The ani- 
mated, rapturous diſorder of his ſpeech 
and careſſes threw my ſenſes into a de- 
lightful flutter; my heart was warmed 
with a deſire I had never felt before the 
fire of his lips increaſed it ſtill—I was in 
a ſituation that beggars all deſcription, 
when an indiſcreet and bold wandering of 
his hand beat the alarm in my heart, and 
rouſed dormant modeſty. in my defence. 
« Sir George! Sir George ! is it thus 
you reſpect me? 4 bo 
And I aroſe from his knee, 
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« My dear Fanny,” ſaid Sir George, 
« my indiſcretion is nature's fault. We 
were ſo circumſtanced ——, 
I laid my hands on his lips. 
« will not hear one word more,” ſaid 
J with a bluſh, 
Sir George obeyed, and the converſation 
took another turn. ä 
Though my ſenſes had not yet reco- 
vered their wonted calmneſs, I ſaw the 
danger of the' error I had involuntarily 
indulged, and ſhuddered at the thought of 
my imprudence. This firſt trial on my 
ſenſibility. had betrayed a foul unguarded 
by reaſon or virtue—at the firſt attack I 
had appeared inclined to ſurrender my 
reſiſtance had been ſo weak I had fo 
much encouraged his indiſcretion! would 
not Sir George deſpiſe me? This laſt re- 
flection gave me, on a ſudden, ſo melan- 
2 choly 
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choly and dejected a look, that Sir George, 
with a countenance the picture of my 
own, came to me, and aſked . 
the cauſe of my anxiety. 


Tou are the cauſe of it, Sir George,” 
ſaid I with a ſigh. 


I exclaimed he, amazed at what he 


heard How is it poſſible ?” 


« Your manners, behaviour, and ge- 


neroſity have forced into my heart a paſ- 


ſion I have not been able to diſſemb 
« Your candour is my happineſs.” 
« It is that candour that makes me 


miſerable—you know too well how much 


J love you.” 

, The cerrainty of it adds to ny at- 

tachment to you.“ 

I fear the contrary; you may miſ- 

take the unhappy exceſſes of "OY aas 

bility.” 11:8 117 ; : 
1 « - 
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« They are the natural ſallies of inno- 
cence. Had you been an hypocrite, I 
ſnould have ſeen through your art; my 
contempt would have followed it. Dear 
Fanny, the emotions you could not con- 
ceal, are your praiſe and glory; they are 
my pleaſure and delight. Open your 
heart to joy; let me fee you ſmile; now 


you enchant me; once more the ſmiles 
of love.“ | 

« Are you pleaſed, Sir George?“ 

It was not with words that Sir George 
would anſwer me. 


} 


« Take this ring, dear Fanny,” and 
he pulled it off his finger; © it is a pledge 
of my love and conſtancy.” 

« Tt is too valuable, Sir George; I 
cannot accept it.“ 

« It is not to Fanny, but to my wife I 
offer it.. iff 3 | 
This 


Ms at tyre gn ——— — - 
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This compliment deſerved a reward; I 
gave it. Then an hour glided away in 
agreeable: converſation ; now and then in- 
terrupted by an innocent tareſs, and the 
company of my mother, whoſe prudence 
always watched over me. At laſt Sir 
George took his leave, and we retired to 
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nf. 1 


HAD no ſooner laid. my head on my 
pillow, than I reflected upon all the 
events of the day. The behaviour of 
Sir George was conſiſtent with his paſ- 
ſion for me; but how could his generoſity 
beguile me almoſt into a forgetfulneſs of 
my diſcretion? How came I to drop a 
tear, to ſigh upon his lips, to ſay I loved 
him, when, in reality, I had not the leaſt 
attachment to him? What charm de- 
luded my reaſon, and made me aft as 
the moſt tender of all lovers? I ſoon 
found the cauſe in my ſenſibility cor- 
rupted by my indifference for virtue. 
That knowledge did not, at that time, 
either pain or humble me. Conſcious, 
from the example of my mother, and the 
conduct 
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conduct of ſome young girls of my ac- 
quaintance, that all women had my feel. 
ings, I did not believe that any other virtue 
was neceſſary, except the art of concealing 
one's vices. I had ſeen many a chaſte 
woman ranked among the libertines, when 
the latter enjoyed all the honours of a 
virtuous life; and 1 had concluded that 
modeſty conſiſted only in the reputation 
of it. That conſequence having imme- 

diately diveſted vice of all its deformity, 
J looked upon it as a ſpring of pleaſures 
avoided only by thoſe who had not the 
art of concealing their way to it from the. 


curious and malignant ſpectator. n "2M 


My next thoughts were applied to "the 
ring and' bank note, and 1 was not long 
in reſolving to keep chem. 1 
* My mother's fears of a difappoinrinent 


1 5 to make me prudent. What are 
ile | -her 


her creditors to me? what her tranquillity 
of mind ? when I am Lady Lendal, ir 
will be time enough to think of her di- 
ſtreſs, and of relieving her till then 1 


muſt be the ſole object of my own regard 


and attachment. That ſum would make 
her happy—it was given for her uſe No 
matter; I will keep it, lince it my be 
&rviewble to me. 


Satisfied with that reſolution, 1 thought 
no more, and gave m reſt * the night 
to ſleep. 1 . 2 - 04 

I was, fo well abicaaged to poles what 
pleaſed myſelf to what pleaſed others, that 
I did not feel the injuſtice of my ingra- 
titude , to my mother. No remorſe ever 
intruding into my heart, after I had once 
framed, a plan of conduct agreeable to my 
fancy, I had always about me the looks 
of the moſt perfect innocence, and the 


happy 
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Happy canfidence of appearing incapable : 


of doing any one wrong. Such an air is 
as great a preſervative againſt ſlander, as 
gold is againſt the puniſhment of crimes: 
with it, you may with impunity ſmile at 
a man's whiſpers, admit him to a ze 2 
tte, ſhew a partiality for him, and ramble 
with a rake in the ſolitary walks of Vaux- 


hall. I had another excellent quality, 


which has often put the ſagacity of the 


moſt witty man at defiance, and made 


them adopt an error very favourable to 
me, I told a lie with ſo much eaſe and 


Ingenuity, that there was no poſlibility of 


ſuſpecting me of falſchood. At the very 


inſtant I was detected in a behaviour in- 
conſiſtent with my ſpeech, I could inter- 
pret it in a manner that would engage the 
man who blamed me for it, to think he 
was miſtaken, and to beg pardon | for the 


injuſtice he had done me. 
I had 


* 
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I had that day to ſupport the character 
I had performed the night before; but 
my heart was in ſuch a calm, that had 
not Sir George attuned my imagination 
to the notes of his on deſires, I ſhould 

only have ventured a few words, with the | 
inchanting confuſion, of a veſtal half in- 
clined, half unwilling, to lift under the 
banners of Hymen. The fear of loſing 
him, united to his uncommon aſſiduity to 
pleaſe me, worked by degrees my ſoul 
into the form he wanted it to take. In 
me he ſaw at laſt the lover; and if he 
perceived a difference in my conduct, it 
was no other than an addition to my ten- 
derneſs, complaiſance, and good man- 
ners. Sir George was at the height of 
of mortal felicity—felicity the more ex- 
quiſitely felt, as I ſeemed to partake 
of it. | 


« You 
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312,66 aa look, 1 id he to me, © the 
portrait I have often draun of a lovely 
_ wife.” | 

« You are,” anſwered I, the very 
man l have ſo often dreamed of for a huſ- 
band.” | W „ 

In ſuch converſation the day vaniſhed 
away. T he clock ſtriking eleven, Sie 
George, who purpoſed to ſet out early 
the next morning, took conge of me, and 
retired to his apartment. En $737. 08 1 


. 
* 
4 


« You may go to bed, Fanny,” a 
-my mother ; 11 will ſtay an hour longer 
with Mr. Johnſtone.” "As it did not be- 
come me to fit with 1 my future huſband's 
valet de chambre, 1 followed her advice, 


*1 2 


and went to my room. | 
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CHAP. þ 


THE warmth of Sir George's wi 

ſions: of love, and the flattering cer- 
tainty of being ſoon his wife, had ſo con- 
ſtantly kept my ſpirits in a delightful de- 
lirium, that. my mind was under the ab- 
ſolute ſway of my heart, and would in- 
dutge no other thought than that of my 
approaching happineſs. I was abſorbed 
in the pleaſing dream; and juſt ſtepping 
into my bed, when the door was opened 
on a ſudden; I turned my head, and per- 
ceived Sir George. The ſurpriſe he cauſed 
kept me forcibly filent, - and made me 
forget the ſituation I was in. 


* thought, dear Fa anny, you was read- 
ing; ; I came dn for a parting kiſs,” 


Aud 
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And before I could make a reply he 
was in my arms. The quickneſs and im- 
petuoſity of his action beggared me of 
my ſtrength and preſence of mind; my 
legs bent, and I tumbled down upon the 
bed. Sir George made ſuch an excellent 
uſe of my ſenſibility, and of the advan- 
tages the looſeneſs of my dreſs gave him, 
that I ſoon loſt the thought of his wrongs, 
and of the danger I incurred; at laſt his 
extreme audacity, encouraged by my 
ſeeming unwillingneſs to diſpute him the 
victory, awaked me to the ſenſe of his vil- 
lany ; and I gathered from it ſuch powers 
of defence, that I forced him to an igno- 
minious retreat. 

4 Your anger is W FRE Fanny,” ſaid 
he, falling on his knee, at ſome. diſtance 
from me; © | had L my ſword 1 would 
puniſh myſelf for the odious attempt I 

have 


\ 
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have made upon you. The lovely ſight 
ſeduced my reaſon —robbed me of my ho- 
nour ] was the ſlave of the moſt fierce 
paſſion, that 'ever raged in the human 
breaſt- I am but a man! could make 
no reſiſtance againſt the power of your 
charms—I am really innocent, though 
apparently criminal—when I came in, my 
intention was not to offend I would not 
even have come, had J known the ſitu- 
ation you were in. Dear Fanny, forgive 
a man who adores you—who reſpects 
your virtue—who is in an agony of grief, 
through fear of your contempt of him 
ſay, you forgiye l will not rife—nor ceaſe 
to ſolicit pardon, till I have obtained it.“ 

The reflections I made at that time will 
probably diſpleaſe the virtuous woman, 
who having, perhaps, no other merit to 
plead in favour of the innocence of her 


a than the deformity of her perſon; 
affects 
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affects to triumph over all the feelings of 
Nature. My vanity, flattered by the 
apology of Sir George, ſolicited his par- 
don, and obliged me to grant it. I had 


too good an opinion of myſelf, not to 


think I was a gainer by his impertinence— 
not to think it would have been impoſſible 
for him to a& in a more reſpectful man · 
ner. The ſorrow he expreſſed was too 
true not to proceed from his heart. Should 
I loſe a huſband of his rank through a 
| ſeverity which, though right, I might be 
juſtified not to employ, by the ſingularity 
of the circumſtance, and his paſſion for 
me? I, was too vain and prudent to, be 
fo maprmen⸗ delicate and ſevere. 


Leave the room this N Sir 
Gabe and I will forgive you.” 10 
75 00 Charming words they reſtore me -to 
life—T adore your good - nature. Dear 


5 Fanny, 


Fanny, add to your generoſity the deſire 
that I ſhould ſtay a few minutes longer— 
1 will ſtep to the window—go to bed 
I give you my word and honour to be as 
decent and reſpectful as J have been bold 
and preſunſinge. „„ „ 
The tone of his voice, and the looks ' 
he darted at me, making me diffident of 
his word, I. inſiſted upon | his leaving me 


immediately. _ 

« What! afraid ill? Hons you no 
truſt in my honour 2 Oh; dear Fanny, 
do you already deſpiſe me ſo much?” _ 

And he walked one ſtep towards me. 

One ſtep farther, Sir George, and J 
will call.“ t galsd o Jo nien 

His ſilence frighted mne, I 

No!“ exclaimed he on a ſudden; © this 


is too good, too Oy an opportunity. 
Vor. I. E. Fanny, 
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Fanny, you are my wife—I am your huf. 


band—My hand will to-morrow atone for 


the offences of this night.” 


And he attempted to claſp me in hi 


arms ſcreamed ; he ſtopped. 


Tour fear is vain, your mother can- 
not come.” 
J am deceived, he is a a villain,” ſaid 


I to myſelf; and I aſſumed the behaviour 
prudence pointed out directly to me. 


Stop, Sir George, and liſten to me,” 
faid I with a ſentimental accent. T love 
you, and have no doubt of your: honour, 
Though yet Fanny Ramſay, I would not 


' ſcruple to make you happy, were I as 


certain of not being ſurpriſed by my mo- 
ther, as I am of your keeping your word 
to me. I expect her every minute; can- 
not you contrive how to prevent her com- 
ing 


*% 
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ing here to · night? Then, ſecure in one 
another's . you will only find love in 
your Fanny.“ 


And 1 gave : him ſuch a kiſs as con- 
vinced him of my ſincerity. a 
« I have already,” ſaid Sir George 
grown indiſcreet by his confidence in that 
kiſs, © bid my valet de chambre to find 
pretences. to keep her below,” 
« Oh! the villain, the villain!” mw 
| muttered within myſelf. 
Give him more poſitive orders, dear 
Sir George; I would not for my life ſhe 
ſhould find you, here with me. She is 
fond of arrack punch; ſhe will not reſiſt 
the temptation; by that means only we 
can be free till morning. Go, and come 
back immediately.“ | 
One kiſs before I go.” 
He took a dozen, 6 


E 2 '. 6 7 will} 
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« ] will admire every charm.” 
It was not in my power to refuſe, / 
Sir George ſo - preſumptuouſly abuſed 
the conſent he had forced from me, that 
Nature prevailing over honour and anger 
in my breaſt} I ſuffered his wanton play, 


and connived at his audacious attempts, 


Sir George knew how to conquer, but not 
how to make uſe of his victory. At the 


very minute 1 lay panting in his arms, 
favouring his triumph, rather than op- 


poſing it, he diſcreetiy declined the com- 


pleting my defeat, that he might, as 

he ſaid, enjoy, with an undiſturbed de- 
light, all the advantages of it. The re. 
ſpite he gave reſtored to me my reafon— 


J approved his refolution—and he went 


away. 


4 


The door was immediately locked and 
bolted, and I ſtepped into my bed, curſ- 
N e 
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ing my ſenſibility, and bewailing the cru- 
elty of my fate. It was not long before 


Sir George came: his ſurpriſe was a8 
great as the hope he had fondly indulged. 
He begged, prayed, intreated; I was in- 


| flexible and ſilent. What a fool I have 
been!” exclaimed he with an oath. And 


he tiptoed to his room, damning me, him- 
ſelf, the day he had ſeen me, and the cre- 


dulity that had deprived him of happineſs. 


— —— Ser TR I —_ — 12 n _— 
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CHAP. XI. 


ThE premeditated deſign of Sir Gola 

did not permit me any longer to be · 
lieve in the honeſty of his intentions. He 
loved me, that was certain; the ring and 
bank note were inconteſtible proofs of it: 


but that he had loved me for himſelf, and 


not for me, was ſo evident from his be- 
haviour, that I plainly perceived he never 


had intended to compliment me with his 
hand. The conſciouſneſs of his falſe- 
hood exaſperated my vanity; I could for- 
give the loſs of his rank, but not his ſu- 
periority over me in the art of hypocriſy, 
He had deceived me with ſo much inge- 
nuity, that I would have thought it an 
inſult upon my underſtanding to doubt 


his veracity. With the plain, perſuaſive 


language of ſentiment he had ſpoken his 
love 
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love and reſpe& for me: no affe@ation 
of wit had diſgraced his exprefſions ; they 
all ſeemed to be dictated by Nature. 
With a glance of my eye; with a nod of 
my head, I could ſilence his deſires, make 
dim fearful of offending me force him 
into diſcretion again, Outwitted by a 
young man of twenty | the dupe of his 
looks and glozing ſpeech! I was tempted 
to think I was not really endowed with the 
ſagacity on which I prided myſelf. All 
my Aattering hopes daſhed on a ſudden ! 
Lady Lendal ;ſunk for ever into Fanny 
Ramſay ! The tranſition from happineſs | 
to miſery was too rapid; it overpowered 
all the faculties of my mind, and made 
me a child in my behaviour. 1 ſighed, 
ſobbed, cried, and walked in my room 
with the frantic ſtrides of deſpair, which 
could hardly be ſoftened by the thought 
E 4 of 
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of my triumph over him. The comfort 


of having robbed him of the fruits of 


his diſſimulation, appeared to me a poor 
compenſation for my loſs. I had warmed 


my imagination with future ſcenes of dif. 
ſipation and greatneſs ; it was not eaſy to 
cool it into a perfect indifference of them. 
May not my noble defence,” ſaid 1 
to myſelf, make him repent, and bring 
him to the ſacrifice of his pride? Can 
his reaſon prevail over his deſire of poſ- 
ſemug me? Will not even that reaſon 
paint me more lovely and eſtimable in his 


eye, and increaſe his paſſion for me? 


However ſeductive that reflection, I did 
not long harbour it, The paſt made me 


more diffident and cautious; I would not 


realize a chimera, which might, once 


more, make me a prey to the keen tor- 


05 ture of a diſappointment. | Sir George 
c ” Was 
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was to ſet out early in the morning.— 
mould he put off his j journey, I might | 


then rely upon his repentance and affec- 


tion for me; for how could he otherwiſe | 
preſume to appear | before me ? The poſ- 


- ſibility of that event calmed my vexation; 


and procured me the liberty of reflecting | 
coldly upon the good. or bad conſequences 
of his ſtaying or going away. Uncertain 
of the ſtep he would take, I reſolved to 
conceal his behaviour from my mother. 
Another motive Induced me to keep it a 
ſecret from her : : had ſhe known it, in- 
toxicated with: punch, her indignation at 
the villany of his proceedings, would not 


bave kept within the line of decency and 


diſcretion. She would have ruſhed im- 
mediately to. Sir George; and made ſuch | 
a noiſe as would not only have diſgraced 


us, but brought perhaps to light the hiſ- 
tory of the ring and the bank note, which. 
E 5 | I had 


his death, I thought, could expiate his 


\ 
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had ſo much intereſt ſhe ſhould" never 
| be acquainted with. Self. intereſt, the 


deity I had always in view, made me 
ſmother my grief, when I heard her com- 
ing up ſtairs, and to break off by inceſ- 
fant gapings and yawnings her incoherent 
converſation about Sir George, his valet 
de chambre, and the excellent arrack 
punch with which he had treated her. At 
laſt ſhe gave way to ſleep, and left the to 
my reflections. 

What a night I paſſed! I had not one 
idea which did not either vex or humble 


me. My reſentment once roſe ſo ſuperior 


to my reaſon, that I reſolved to go and 
ſtab Sir George in his bed; nothing but 


deceit and the impudence of his behavi- 
our. He had forced himſelf into my 


arms, When 1 was only in the dreſs of 
Nature! his extreme audacity came into 
2 ; f 
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my mind, and inflamed me into a fever 


of revenge. I got up to ſtrike the mortal 
blow; but before I had dreſſed myſelf, 
the fatal conſequences of the crime I was 

going to commit, ſeizing my foul with 
' horror and fear, I grew more moderate, 
and at laſt reaſoned myſelf into a con- 
tempt of an event, it had not been in my 
power either to prevent or avoid. No- 
body knew the error my vanity had tre- 
panned me into. Thanks to my mother's 


prudent advice, I was ſafe againſt the 


 raillery of the men and women, who, in 


my golden dreams, I had trampled upon 


with ſcorn and diſdain. This reflection 
calmed me almoſt into an indifference of 
the paſt; I looked upon it in another 
light, and laughing at the oddity of my 


adventure, I went n 
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pr was {INE o'clock) in ak Wl hes 
when I awoke; and the firſt news- 


heard was the departure of Sir George, 


and the arrival of a gentleman Who Had 


been robbed of a conſiderable ſum of 


money, and barbarouſiy uſed by the 


highwaymen. The chambermaid who 
gave me that. intelligence, was ſo prolix 
in her praiſes of that gentleman, that the 


curioſity of ſeeing him, diverted me from 


the thought of Sir George. As ſoon 81 


was told he was up, and had called for 
ſome, warm wine, I vent to carry it to 
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The appearance of that gentleman juſ- 
tified the enthuſiaſm of ng 
He was, in ſtature, ſhape, and eleganc ce, 

ak r 
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one of the handlomeſt men I ever beheld: 
He appeared to be about five and twenty: 
years old, had a fair complexion; a lovely 
eye, ſuch a dignity in his gait, and ſuch 
a modeſty in his countenance, as com- 
manded eſteem and confidence. He wore 
his left arm in a ſling, and appeared af« 
ſected with the diſaſter he had met. My 
preſence. rouſed him from a reverie. 

How do you find yourſelf, Sir.“ 

And I gave thoſe words the nn 
of concern. 

« Much better, Miſs: as has calmed | 
the agitation of my mind. Were i it not. 
for the pain I feel in this atm, and the 
anxiety of mind natural to my ſituation, 
I ſhould be perfectly well. May Laſky 
Mis, who you are? nn 


my” 


* I am, Sir, the daughter of the; mif- 
treſs of this houſe 3 and I came in her 
name 
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name to offer you her ſervices, which may 
perhaps be e after your . 

aceident.““ 

„ Indeed,” ed he with a Krill, 

4 e is right in her conjectures; I have 
loſt all the money I had, and cannot get 
any for a few days.” 

Do not be uneaſy, Sir on that ac- 
count; you may command here what you 
want. My mother will patiently wait till 
you have heard from your friends. 

« You are both extremely kind; Ithank 
you for your generofity. It will ſoon be 
in my power to ſhew you my gratitude.” '- 

Then he helped himſelf to a glaſs of 
wine, and drank to my ſweetheart. 
ſhook my head and finiled. 
« Youwould not, ſurely, have me think 
you have got none. At 3 wo 
4h are, it is impoſſible,” 


« It 
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« It is true, cringe wy with 
an half bluſh. 
41 9 chat anſwer,” ſaid he with 
an air, I thought, expreflive of a defire 
of reading in my heart Why ſhould 
you confide ſuch a ſecret to a man who is 
an abſolute ſtranger to you? Forgive my 
indiſcretion; you did not deferve it from 


me, | 
IIhave no intereſt, Sir,” faid I with 
the accent of innocence, * to conceal ſuch 
aching as that. Had I a lover, . 
glory in him.“ 

Then, dropping = __— 1 lest the 
room. 

« Tt would be odd,” ſaid 1 to myſelf, 
« if the very day I loſe a lover I was to 


get another. Mr. Farrel has not the rank 


of Sir George; but how much is he not 
his ſuperior in perſonal accompliſhments ! 


— 
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How he looks and ſmiles! that man ; 
would be the pride of the moſt ee = 
toaſt in; London.“ WER: 4 "i 1 

My mind and Frog uniting, in, my. } 
eſteem for him, I defired my mother. to | 
enquire. who he was, and what his. cir- F 


cumſtances were, -, N 
„This is an idle curioſey,”. Laid * 
mother, I will not gratify it. The | 
lady of Sir George Lendal might indulge 
_ ſuch whims; but in your preſent ſituation | 
you cannot be too circumſpect; the leaſt 
indiſcretion may prove fatal to you. Who 
knows but Sir George has left behind ſome b 
ſpy to watch your motions? Thoughtleſs, 
Fanny | beware of betraying a partiality 
for any man, be he ever ſo amiable, or ſo | 
rich, or ſo great, till you have — 
hand of Sir Georg.?“ | 
Sir George,“ anſwered. 'P % may have 
Ku 
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forgotten me already. Abſence. and re- 
flection will work me out of his mind; 

I cannot depend upon the conſtancy of a 
man who is ſuddenly the ſlave of his paſ- 
ſions. He may meet with ten women on 
the road, who will as forcibly attract his 
attention, and to whom he will as. fer- 
vently pay his tribute of love and ado- 
ration. | 2 20 

« What gives you fo bad an e 
him, F anny? Yeſterday. you were cer- 
tain of his attachment to you.“. 

« To- day I think differently; and I am, 
unluckily, too well founded in my con- 
tempt; of him.. We 

« No fied laſt night in the * 
loving manner.“ | 

« nun fe ſo this ee eee 
I with a ſigh. . i} A He 

This morning!“ Tai; my eben 

„ 
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« You did not ſee him before he went 
away—did you?“ : 
did, dear mother.“ 

And I told her the baſeneſs of his pro- 
ceedings with me. My mother was thun- 
derſtruck at the news; ſne trembled, grew 
pale, thrunk Ae was l breath- 
No, it is not "oflible," aid 40 
laſt, ase took Me: 50 
are not in earneſt,” “ 

« am, dear _— you may been 
- 

This is indeed an act ehe 
exclaimed ſne. Where the deuce can 
he have learned to perform a 
the part of a knave?” | 

« Very likely in the ſchool of women,” 
anſwered I with a ſmile. He muſt 
have met with ſome falſe and perfidious 
fair, 


4 
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fair, who has taught him to retort upon 


me their art and hypocriſy.” 


« His diſſimulation has ſucceeded with 
you,” ſaid my mother; I am not ſur- 
priſed at it; he had in your vanity a pow- 
erful auxiliary in his favour; but that he 
ſhould have deteived me; me, an old ve- 
teran in the ſcience ef the human heart! 
it is truly amazing. What an artful vil 
lin! curſe upon hmm 
* Atmen,“ anfwered I. © But, dear 
mother, as I did not love him, and the 
hiſtory of our amours is only known to 
you, let us put a good face on the un- 
happy incident, and only laugh at it. His 
pride will revenge te of his wrongs: 
When he is told J am inſenſible of my 
loſs of him, he will be convinced that the 
apparent homage of my tenderneſs, was 
paid to his rank, and not to his perſon. | 
That 
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That conviction will be a torment that 
will amply make amends for the diſgrace 
he intended to bring upon me. No more 
of that villan, dear mother. Now will 
you gratify my curioſity, and make the 
inquiries I haye begged of you? 
With all my heart, Fanny. Let the 
example of Sir George's villany, my dear 
girl, put thee on thy guard againſt all 
men; for they will ſport with truth, and 
ſpeak the language of virtue, only chat 
they may make you a deyotee to vice. 
* Wiſdom, dear mother, cannot be 
gained but by experience. Sir George has 
armed me invincibly againſt all impoſtors; 
no other man ſhall ever boaſt of having 
abuſed my credulity,” 


ES... C36 


— 


* 
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C H A P. XIII. 
HE comelineſs.. of Mr. F arrell's 


perſon had prejudiced me ſo much 
in his favour, that I expected with the 


utmoſt impatience the reſult of my mo- 
ther's viſit to him. Hearing her come 
down the ſtairs, curioſity prevailed over 
diſcretion; ; ran to her— - 

6 Well dear mother,” ſaid I with viva- 
city, * who i is that gentleman | 251 


« Huſh, fooliſh girl! he may "oy 


you,” anſwered my mother. 

And we ſtepped into a parlour. 

„That man is very handſome, to be 
ſure,” ſaid my mother; © he has ſome- 
thing about- him uncommonly pleaſing, 
which, at firſt ſight, intitles him to our 
regard and admiration ; but, dear Fanny, 


thin 


/ 

' 

N 
= 

| 

1 

| 

| 
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I think that a baſe heart is concealed un- 
der the noble form Nature has given him, 


If I am not miſtaken, he is a ſharper.” 


« A ſharper! fye mother! he a ſhar. 


per of A 
Hear me, Fanny,” ſaid my mother 


very coldly ; © he is an Iriſhman, and ſays 


he is related to many noble families in . 


kingdom 


Why ſhould ! not that be true ?” 
« ] will not be Interrupted, ” faid my 


| mother ; z © when I have told you all, you 


ſhall be welcome to adopt, or reject my 


opinion of him. Mr. Farrell pretends to 
be in partnerſhip with a rich banker in 
 London—" 


« Pretends !” exclaimed I. 
<« ] have done, ſince you do not chooſe 
to be ſilent,” ſaid my mother. 
| « Pray 


. 


ay 


5 | 5 
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« Pray go on, I will interrupt you no 


« He told me he ſet out from London 
to tranſact ſome buſineſs in the north, and 
was, within a few miles from this place, 


| robbed of his portmanteau, which con- 


tained 1, 100 pounds in gold, and near 


double that ſam in bank poſt-bills. 


- This - 


wore ſo much the features of EUD— 


« Why fo, dear mother ?” 


“ Becauſe no banker of eminence tra- 
vels as he does, -nor has need of ſuch a 
large ſum in gold about him, nor even 
deals in a way that requires it. Beſides, 


ſhould circumſtances demand of 


him to 


ſend money into the country, it is not in 
that abſurd and hazardous manner that he 
would convey it. The improbability of 
his tale, though told with ingenuity and 


confidence, ſtruck me; I put 


artleſsly 
ſome 
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ſome croſs interrogatories to him, and his 
anſwers, far from making me believe in his 
honeſty, confirmed me in the idea 1 he 
was an adventurer.“ 
What intereſt can he bare in deriving 
r Nö Ein W 
« None I en but to inſpire a 
greater pity, and give himſelf the air of a 
man of importante,” dle fa. | 
What would that avail him ” | 
That depends, F anny, more or leſs 
on the degree of credulity of our rich men 
in town. Should any one of them be 
convinced he is really what he pretends to 
be, and that he has ſuffered the loſs he 
complains of, they might be inclined to ; 
relieve him in his actual diſtreſs, and per- 
haps to lend him any ſum of money he 
might want. Who would refuſe his note, 
had he the addreſs to perſuade him that he 
| is 
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» the partper of the. gh: Mr ene in 


London??? an 96208] 
He has not, fd 1. if Fan ot 
man capable ef ſach baſeneſs,” . 4} 
This was your opinion of Sir George." 
God forbid all men ene be like 
bim 1% 1 8 
« Your with, Fanny, will 1 8 
their diſpoſition, and make them the re- 
verſe of what they are. Look upon chem 
all as if they were your enemies; I know 


no other means of ſcreening yourſelf againſt 


the depravity of their hearts.“ mg ds w. 
« It is a torment to be n. in a 
fate of ſuſpicion.” Id 
« Would you father fall; a prey to their 
diimulation | . 77 
« What l is there not one e honeſt 1 man?” 
„Many are the men worthy. of that 
name, and who are an honour to that 


Vor. I. F character; 
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character; but as all affect the dame looks, 
iam. and veneration for virtue, how 
can you diſtinguiſh the e from the 
original oy | 
* And ſo you think I muſt truſt to 
chanee for the choice of a huſband 2? 
: - <« do not think any ſuch thing, F anny; 
though chance is' a great match-maker, 
' prudence is a better director. I believe it 
poſſible for a woman of ſenſe to know the 
character of a man if ſhe will ſtudy it.“ 
Somebody calling for my mother, ſhe 
was going to leave me, when I deſired her 
to ſtay a few minutes longer. 
« Pray, dear mother, did not Mr. 
Farrell ſpeak about me ?” 
« He did, Fanny.“ 
«© In what manner?“ 
- « Very indifferently.“ 


= - _ S 4 = 
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« Very indifferently ! exclaimed 1 
« however, what did he ſay ?* 

« So little,” replied my mother, © that 
Ido not think you * 
preſſion upon him.” 

And ſhe left me by myſelf. 

The fellow—” exclaimed I with ins. 
dignation. 

And I ſtepped to a —— | | 

Not the leaſt impreſſion upon him! 
[ will not believe it. My mother's pre- 
poſſeſſion againſt him made her fearful of 
telling me the truth. Becauſe he rides on 
horſeback without a retinue, and with 
ſome thouſand pounds about him, he is a 
ſharper; as if it could not enter into the 


head of an honeſt man to travel in that 


manner as well as in another. I never 
heard of ſo fooliſh a conceit in my life. 
From her contempt of him, ſhe entertains 

F 2 a con- 
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a contempt of my — 0 dares to 
tell me I have made no impreſſion upon 
him!” —Herinjuſtice to me made me thirik 
e of her judgment of Mr. 
Farrel; and I eſteemed him the more, for 
her partiality againſt him. 
I did not like the peremptory deciſion 
of my mother. She would judge of the 
merit of men, and yet had been impoſed 
upon by Sir George | her preſumption 
appeared to me too ridiculous to be the 
effect of her knowledge of mankind. 
Fancying her experience not worth my 
diſcernment, I reſolved to judge for my- 
ſelf, and to be no longer guided, except 
by my own reaſon, in my taſtes and at- 
tachments. Had it not been for her, I 
ſhould have miſtruſted the love of Sir 
George, and had no confidence in his ho- 
nour. It was ſhe who lulled my prudence 
aſleep, 
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aſleep, and forced my vanity to indulge 


the flattering error. Had he been ſucreſſ- 
ful in his means of ſeduction, to her I 
ſhould have been indebted for my ruin. 


Theſe cruths confirmed me in my reſolu- | 


non; and I waited calmly for an opportu- 
nity of purting it into execution. 6 
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CH AP. XIV. 


E ſent to Mr. Farrel to know whe- 
ther he would dine in his room, 


or join the company at the ordinary. He 
came down, and was received by our 
gueſts with a reſpect that flattered me as 
much, as if I had been the object of it. 
It was a natural debt paid to his noble 
deportment ; and I ſaw in every eye the 
. impoſſibility of denying it. I was the 
more pleaſed with the reception he met 
with, as moſt of our gueſts that day, were 
gentlemen of property, whom curioſity 
had brought to ſee Mr. Farrell, and to 


hear from him the particulars of his ad- 
venture, He complied politely with their 
united requeſt, and related it with fo 


much * humour, pleaſantry, and in- 
| difference 


— "I 
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difference about the lo he had ſuſtained, 
that nobody appeared inclined; to queſtion 
his veracity, and to ae with my 
mother that he was a ſharper. 

„My loſs,” aid Mr. Farrel, 6 . conſiſts 


only in the gold I had with me; for as I 


luckily met upon the road Sir George 
Lendal, Mr. S— will know this even- 
ing my accident, and ſtop the payment 
of the bills,” | 
I coloured when he-mentiopet — 
of dir Gene and he ſcemed to perceive 
it. My 91008 
« You know Sir George,” fad, my 
mother. 11 O h˖ “ug 
« Yes, . 8 Mr. Farrels 
* we became acquainted in Paris, and ever 
lince have lived in the greateſt, WIPE, 
He has been bam c] aide 
motha rr oer a oon t! 
F 4. „Teig 
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Fes,“ ſaid a gentleman, & and we al 
wondered at his ſtay. Some were tempted 
to think Miſs Fanny was the cauſe of it.” 
« Very likely ſhe was,” ſaid Mr. Farrel. 
« Sir George is a man of gallantry, and 
he fancies it his duty to pay his devoirs 
to o every lovely woman he meets.“ 
Sir George, Sir,” ſaid I with a ſmile; 
« did not do me the honour to N 
me 
Wu How did he look ?” ſaid my mother. 
Very ſullen, penſive, and melancholy,” 
anſwered Mr. F arrel, _— a Nm 
upon me. | 

The indiſcretion of my mother fright- 
ened me; 1 trod upon her foot; the un- 
derſtood me. 

Sir George,” ſaid I in a careleſs * 
ner, was in that temper when he came 
Wl - here; and from a few words I heard his 

12 6. valet 
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raler de chambre ſpeak, I conje&tured he 


had met with a ſappoimment | in a . 


affair.“ 
Nothing is more probable, ” ſaid Mr. 


Farrel; * for though Sir George always 


begins an intrigue with the greateſt ap- 
pearance of ſucceſs, he commonly termi- 
nates it to his diſadvantage, either een 
too much impatience of ſecuring his con- 
queſt, or an untimely diſplay of his cha- 
rater. He is one of the moſt unprin- 
cpled lovers 1 ever knew; he has no 
honeſty- with women, though in every 
other er he is Juſt, humane, and ge⸗ 

e 
The picture Mr. Farrel drew of Sir 
George, agreed ſo well with the idea Þ Rad 
formed of him, that I made no doubt but 
he was intimately acquainted with him. 
Would Sir George be the friend of a 
F 3 ſharper? 
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- ſharper? though a villain in his conduct 
towards women, he could not, out of re- 
| ſpect to himſelf, admit to his familiarity 
2 a man, who, by his manners and low ſitua- 
tion in life, would prove the ſatire of his 
honour and delicacy. Men of ſuperior 
fortune are generally too proud to aſſo- 
ciate with ſuch raſcals as Mr, Farrel was, 
in the opinion of my wiſe mother, The 
impertinence of her opinion was ſo clearly 
demonſtrated by his connection with Sir 
George, that I immediately dropt the 
remains of my confidence in her qudg- 
ment, and would no longer believe in any | 
thing but my own diſcretion and fagacity. 
My mother's obſtinary ſilenced ſo effec- 
tually her reaſon, that ſhe perſevered i in 
her diffidence of Mr. Farrel's honour and 

veracity. 
* 1 do not like chat man,” ſaid ſhe to 


me 


r 


we after dinner, .. and I wiſhlie-was gone: 
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never to return any more. His cand6ur 


fools ; thanks to God, I am not one of 
them. I would. lay ten to one that he 
never exchanged” one word wich Sir 
George. le ſaw him upon che road, . 
learnt: his name as he rode by, was told. 


and. perhaps that he had a tüte d ti, with 


things, united to the indiſcreet queſtions: 
from the Town and Country Magazine. 
have enabled him to boaſt with 1 eee 
2 friendſhip with him, and to gie us a. 
deſcription of his countenanoe in. his yoo 
chaiſe, and of his manner of conducting an: 
zmorous: intrigue. He has confeſſed to» 
FE 6 1 
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| you be had no money boat him Do 
you think chat Sir George, knowing his 
misfortune, would not have inſtantly pre- 
ſented him with a bank note till he had 
written to his friends? 1 ſay it again, 
Fanny, that fellow is a ſharper, and forbid 
Fou, under the pain of my diſpleaſure, to 
ſhew him any particular marks of eſteem.” 
That torrent of nonſenſe was uttered 
with ſo much volubility and paſfion, chat 
I was forced to liſten to it. Her abfurd 
and childiſh obſervations ſtruck my ear 
but made no other impreſſion on my mind 
than that of proving to me the neceſſity 
of diſſemblipg. 6% brit owoT\ red nel 
Vou may turn that fellow out when 
. you pleaſe, anſwered I with an unaffected 
calmneſs. What is 1 it to me Whether 
he be a ſnlarper, or a man of honourꝰ 1 
_ his ſituation 223 my pity; 
"9 
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that pity, I own, looked like a concern: 


But is there no difference between a tri- 


fing curioſity, and an emotion of the 


heart, that you could ſo eaſily miſtake it 
for a ſentiment in his favour? the fellow 


may go and n himſelf for. * 1 
care.” 

*I am 1 glad I Was. A W 
Your rectifying my error makes me happy: 
Let us wait a few days longer. Should 
turn him out of the houſe before his arm 


is well, and he have received a letter from 


his friends, my behaviour might be in- 
judice me in my buſineſs: it is better to 


loſe a few pounds than the reputation of 
being charitable. I need not tell you how 
to behave, ſince you reden no 5 | 


for him. oats. 5 121 
G She will have me credit what ſhe oh 


and 
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and act as ſhe bids,” ſaid I to myſelf, * and 
the has not the ſhallow ability of per- 
ceiving I have deceived her ! Are not her 
pretenſions to wiſdom downright folly ? 
What a monſtrous fiction ſhe has realized 
in her mind! According to her ſyſtem, 
Sir George was a man of honour, and Mr. 
Farrel is a ſharper; why ſhould ſhe not 
be as ſiniſter in her miſtruſt of the laſt, as. 
ſhe has been in her confidence in the firk? 
Is it upon. conjectures only that a man 
ought to be defamed? What elſe but oon · 
jectures has ſhe advanced againſt Mr. 
Farrel? She makes him ſuffer for the af- 
front Sir George has put upon her judg- 
ment her contempt for him is only 
cauſed by her ſpite. Let her indulgge it 


if favourable to her vanity-—my buſineſo 
is to think for myſelf, and not for hen 
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CHAP. XV.” 


MY mother had juſt left the bar, when 

Mr. Chops a gentleman of Lei- 

ceſter, equally remarkable for his riches 
and probity, came to me. 

« Mr, Farrel, Miſs, looks, ſpeaks, ** 
behaves too much like a gentleman, to be 
an impoſtor; 1 am the more affected with 
his 1 as he has no friends i in this 

. How is he in caſh?” 

« 2 believe, Sir, that he was robbed of 
all that he had with him,” 2 
1 thought ſo,” ſaid Mr ' EN « by 

the coldneſs of your ' mother's behaviour 
towards him, The good woman is too fond 
of gold, to eſteem thoſe who have none.” 

Though I was diſpleaſed with my mo- 
ther, and inwardly delighted with Mr. 


—— —— — 


4 

\ 

Cl 

' 
8 
: 
® 
: 

: 

* 
1 
' 


112 THE chip or NATURE] 


C——'s remark, I thought it became me 
to riſe in her defence 
60 Indeed, Sir, you do not do juſtice to 
my mother. She has offered Mr. Farrel 
her ſervicts, and will five kim all the af- 
ſiſtance in her power, ſo long: as he ſhall 
be in need of HL 
«T would rather truſt to your benevo- 
lence,” anſwered he, & than to her hu- 
manity : a young woman ſeldom refuſes 
her pity to a handſome young man upon 


my honour, you are extremely pretty, 
Miſs Ramſay.” 


And he ſuffered his anger to ſtray on 
my check, and his eyes on my boſom. 

1 would not expoſe myſelf often to 
the danger of ſeeing you: it would not 
become a man of my age to love one of 
your's.“ | 


« You are extremely gallant ab ,olite 


: 


Sir; 
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dir; however, I will not forgive you for 


your injuſtice to yourſelf, A man of your 


merit is always certain of obtaining the 
eſteem of a modeſt and ſenſible woman.” 
« Her eſteem,” anſwered he, «* would 
do me honour ; but it is not that ſenti- 
ment that would make me happy.“ 
« From eſteem to love,” faid I with a 
ſmile, “ there is but one ſtep.” N 
That ſtep, Miſs, is a chance that might 
not prove favourable to me; I am too 


3 


prudent to indulge the hope of pleaſing,” 


« Were you really in love,” faid I with 
a tender accent, © that hope would ſoon 
rival your fears, and triumph over them.“ 


% Paſſion,” anſwered he, © would make 


a fool of me; I make no doubt of it.” 
And he played with my hand, whieh, 

on a ſudden, he carried to his lips. I af- 

fected an abſence of mind, that I might 


not 


g 
| 
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not ſeem to countenance the wantonneſ; 
of his play. | 

« Dear Fanny — 

And he kiſſed my hand again. As it 
was then impoſſible for me to perſevere in 
my reverie, I drew gently my hand from 
his, and looked at him with furpriſe, 
There was no anger in my eyes; he rather 
ſaw in them an encouragement to repeat 
*DearFanny—" His filence raiſed a bluſh 
on my cheeks, 5 

Flave I not told you, Min, — refuned 
he with a faultering voice, chat paſſion 
would make à fool of me ?. it bas already 
robbed me of my diſcretion, and betrayed 
the tumult you have cauſed in my breaſt,” 

« Aſk me not for pity,” ſaid I with. 
another bluſh ; . for I will not grant it 
you. You will eaſily find your diſcretion 
again when you do not ſee me.“ 

« I fear 


els 
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fear the fen anſwered he 
with a lich. | 

« Iu fear, Sir, is not a e 
to me.“ 

And I modeſtly caſt my eyes domn. 

« You are too young, dear Fanny, not 
to abuſe your power over me though I 
might find a friend in your good ſenſe and 


generoſity, your heart would never juſtify 


my attachment to you——and without the 
poſſeſſion of that heart, I ſhould be; the 


moſt miſerable of men, Forgive 1 fore 
get what I have ſpoken,” CE ee 
* Your jeſting, Sir, was too well ſup- 
ported to deſerve my diſpleaſure. I al- 
ways forgive a raillery, though the object 
of it, when it is graced with wit,” 
Lovely creature!” exclaimed he, 
what man would not be excuſed . 
He ſtopped looked penfive —.... 
| « My 
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My indiſcretions would have 10 end,” 
ſaid he at laſt, 4 were I to obey the dice 
rates of my. heart, —What brought me 
here?“ 

« Mr. Farrel,” faid I ſmiling. 

Tou are "night, Nis, 1 was Mr Far: 
elt 1 

And he pulled out his as book. 

Pray, Miſs, give him this — 
pound bank note. Tell bim it was left 
for him at the bar by a perſon unknown 
to you; and that his delicacy may not 
ſcruple to make uſe of it, offer it not ag 
a preſent, but as money lent to him, 
which he may pay when he pleaſes,” 

And, without waiting for my anſwer, he 
went away. The abruptneſs of his de- 
parture, my vanity did not fail to inter- 
pret in a manner ſatisfactory to me. And, 


indeed, what woman in my fituation would 
not 
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dot have thought him enamoureof her? 
Could this behaviour in a man of fifty be 
cauſed except by ſentiment? had he not 
ſacrificed to me his prudence, character, 
and reputation? Had he not laid him- 
ſelf at my mercy," by enabling me to 
make him appear ridiculous? Though 
young men, through idleneſs and vanity, 
ſpeak and act like lovers, and are juſtified 
by the ſucceſs they 'often meet with, an 


old man cannot perform the ſame part, 


unleſs he be actuated by a real and irre- 
ſſtible paſſion z this only can apologize 


for the folly and prepoſterouſneſs of his 


conduct. Mr. C was ftill an 'agree- 
able man z he had a great deal of viva- 
city in his eyes, and expreſſion in his coun- 
tenance. His wife had been ſo extremely 
virtuous, that he had hardly enjoyed one 
hour of real happineſs during her life- 


time, 
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time. Having fixed the whole duty of 2 
wife in her fidelity to her huſband, the 
had thought it her undoubted right to 

indulge her love for dreſs and diſſipation, 
and to act as ſhe pleaſed, Haughty, ca- 
pricious, andiobſtinate, ſhe was a tyrant in 

her family, and to her laws Mr. C, 

his friends and ſervants, were obliged to 

ſubmit. She died; and Mr. C did 

not murmur againſt that wiſe diſpenſation 
that bereaved him of her. The wretch- 
edneſs.of the life he had led: with her, had 
fixed in him a mortal diſguſt to the ma- 
trimonial ſtate; for twenty years paſt no 
woman had ever tempted him to conſider 
it in a favourable light. How great 
my glory, ſhould I be ſo fortunate as to 
compel him to venture a ſecond time the 
| loſs of his liberty!“ The thought flat- 

| tered my ambition, and gave ſuch an ad- 
| ditional 
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ditional charm to my power of pleaſing, 
that had Mr. C been preſent, I doubt 
he would not have had the courage to 
reſiſt, and the diſcretion to delight in his 
defeat. . e e 9 
Though I was taken up with the idea 
of Mr. C—o, my heart continued to 
beat to the impulſe given it by Mr. Farrel. 
Young and handſome, his claim to my 


be could only be diſputed by the 


riches of Mr. CO. Theſe were a good 
from which new ſcenes of bliſs were in- 
ceſſantly created, The reign of love was 
ſhort z but vanity in a female breaſt never 
expired, Was it not rational to give the 
preference to the moſt laſting paſſion? I 
did not heſitate to anſwer in the affirma- 
tive, My heart oppofed ſtrongly that 
concluſion. Should I not be more happy 
with the man I love? „ If Mr. Farrel 


loves 
6 | 


— — - — — — 


— 
— — 
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loves me, and is the man I think him to 


, ſaid I 0 myſelf, farewel to Mr. 
1 z but if he proves the contrary, 
adieu to him for ever. N y 

The bank note was Atl beldte me. 
The delicacy of Mr. C would never 
ſuffer him to talk of it—ſhouldT* keep it, 
who” could betray mer. Nobdly—My 
avarice never loſt time in its | deifions. 


I pocketed the bank note; and went ta 


peep in the parlour, calm and uticonſcious 
al the meanneſß of m behaviour, * 


3 n 


11 4 hs 


5 7G 


S. EC IT T3 peat ow” 


an * 
2 


2 


— 


wich the ſhame attendi T ing it, and are al- 


ruth 1 will elucidate in theſe memoirs, 


/ at this hour of cool reflection, ſtrike me 


rady advanced it in the preface to this 
york ; I write to render vice odious, and 
prevent young women, who unluckily 


have had a bad education, from indulg - 


ng the errors incurred by a ſenſeleſs and 


ndiculous vanity. The facrifice of myſelf 


diſregard, ee . to che 
public. 1 

When 1 came into ah 1 
Farrel ſat down, with his, head half re- 
You, I, ä clined 


rug g en h 205 


en 14 b. FLY 8 7 


JT is « ſingular advantage to the habit 225 
of vice, chat we are never plagued 


ways prepared to face it it boldly, This 
by inſtances in my «own conduct, which, 


with amazemetit and horror. I have al- 


_ 
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* e or en oat. — 
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but really fad, penſive, and anxious, '« If 
gaiety of his diſpoſſtion, were hes not 
mother. May not this banlæ note rived 
in that caſe, it will de my wn again 


a boſer; for either 1 ſhall get the tent) 


klined upon his elbow, ſeemingly nene 
to an anecdote related: by a gentleman, 


his n it prongs from his! adtuil 

am wrong to hey the bank note from 
him. He would perhaps male more 
tee with the bottle, and indulge the 


afraid of meeting with a frown: from ty 


his character, and the reality ef his ci 
cumſtances? If he be a man of fortune 
and honour, he will diſdain to accept ii 


If he receives it with alacrity and gtat- 
tude,” 1 Vin adopt ty morhe's einc 
of him. Be it what it will, 1 cannot be 


Pound, or renounce was for 
him.“ 
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him.“ Proud of that rſoloton, left 
dhe parlour and ſent for him. 

« This bank note, Sir, hag oo * 
been left here for you 7 


For me, Miſs 1” eee 


ig 
n, 
It 
i 


* 


— 


. 


reren 


turning the bank note wirhout looling at 
its contents; it muſt be a nũſtake. 
There can be no miſtake, Sit, mee 
it was ber to me to give to Mr. 
Fare!“ öl edge . 

« You 8 me, Miſs. 1 do not 
think-I have deſerved an inſult from any 


gentleman I have dined with to- day. Be 
ſo good as to give ir Backe to the man 
who SO it; 1 neither can ta "will 
accept of t.. „ Urs, ali I'S 
« It was ee as a WH 1 1 
the payment of it eee 
hear from London.. 
If you are ſo kid, Miſs, as to wait 


82 till 


2JOP 


might he fvexed at hot hayingoin $0/your | 
scher to purchaſe iti dinge vou e Pay 


— 
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|  4ill that: time, for the trifling (Expences/] 


may be at in your houſe, I have no need 


1 ep 0nd ade Doane 1h 


nod gie y bd may depend upon being uſed 
Met a gentle mann 145 
will be indebted for n favboꝶ but 
20 50, Miſs, mention no mere Wat bank 
e e 47 eig end ik wii 
How, I. Vimhed chen for che preſencepf 
my mother, chat ſhe might bluſh at her 
Judgment of Him. ..Satisficd wich having 
Put eee pine 


. eee e | 
dhe Hh Ode ante a'turniin Thb 
| : ſhould any thing pleaſe your fancyaiyou 


ain chis bank de you go, why 
11 | E * ſhould 


As 
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„ ſhoul&Fou foruple to make uſe of ii 2 
will hear no more lobjections : takefit 
And I forced the bank note inte his 

hand. At chat very minute. f heard my 
mother coming, and exnclaiming alougi; 
Good God What does S7 George 
ſays he has given to Fanny?“ The gn- 
diſeretion af my mother gent myſheart 
vich grief, whilſt I;commanded- pleaſure: 
and innocence to animate my feature 
Mu Fame looked fixedly at me.. 2 
A ring and a bank notte from Sir: 
George!“ exclaimed he e 
I kno nothing of the matter, 
ſwered/ I wich the eee 
mind-/14.i 2u0y sed Stig s Dlicondt:” 
My mother, uho had been ſtoppeil by a. 
neighbour on the ſtair·caſe eee 


5 4 » & 
1 bar, 


F ,, of oe 
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bar, then chude ber appearance, with a 
letter in ber _ * ber am * 
it. 3 91 1 | 
<6 Has alia ical th „ 
I breathed the ſmile of innocence. 
What are the contents Gs he charms 
ing lover 7 tn Un r e e re 
Read it, fead it What pe . 
ſpies here! 2? ſaid my mother, peroeiving 
Mr. Farrel an the other ſide of he bar. 
J ſtepped here, madainy*” fad Mr; 
Farrel, * for /a letter left for me; and 
I was going when you came.“ 
« Pray don't go, - Sir,” ſaid/I with vi- 
vacity; 4s you have heard from the 
| lips? of my mother the contents of this 
charming letter, I beg you will alſo hear 
my juſtification/® De Gene 
** in nb need to ſpeak it, Miß, 
PER I know 


4 84 A ; 4 > 
4 
7 


* 


that fortune would favour neither. Lou 


| lincere with of 
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| know Sir George too well to wonder at 
his eee e * bo- 
nour.“ FS rtf 
4 No, no, mou hall aay wr read 4 thi 
letter ; it is, upon my word, 4 very Furi. 
ous one. Stop; I will read! it to u. 


12 wy 


To Miſs Fanny e \ 
Mn Tu Eee 4; HET 
We played ſuch an excellent game, 


tobbed me of the bliſs I expected have 
deprived you of the rank you made ſute 
of poſſeſſing. We are even far feſteem 
the few hours 1. have, paſſed with you 
3 and bank note I, gave 
Adieu. That we may find, fools, 
* will believe f in our n the 


A ; IE 
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Northampton, Gusen Lenba, 
9 o'clock.” CT“ 
N 8 4 | 6 This 
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55 cle Jer Rig ör Spe lbrge 
Er if. La ang ee 
many wy from him written in 

Spier 8 ae Re 


every tp 4 © CHOP MC Hrft ne fe bes 


boaſted imaginary preſents | n to the 


women he loved.“ | 
What! Sir,” ſaid my mother, « you 
think that the ring, the bank note 
4 They are, madam,” interrupted Mr. 
Farrel, as fictitious as the paſſion he 


durſt feign for Miſs Ramſay.” 


To what purpoſe ſhould he mention 
them ?” ſaid my mother. 
« I would adviſe you,” faid 1 burſting 


into laughter, « to write to him for his 
meaning. That would procure us ano- 


ther charming letter that would divert 


i-F 
* 
N o 
_ * 
* me 
* 
% 


« Well,” 
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„Well, ſaid. my, Mother, © Ir never 


wand of nnch an impudent fellow, jn.mp 
life,” 11 nanny coil os nel dae 
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CHAP. XVII 


7. 
* A 


Fororen HG Filing 
to ſpeak,*"idMr/Fatrely & my 
intention is not to offend you. Sir George 
mentions a bank note, and you have given 
me one, without WW me know from 
whence it came... 5 

« As to that bank note,” ſaid I with a 
ſmile; 1 could eaſily ſatisfy you, had 
I not given my word not to tell the name 
of the gentleman who gave it: but ra- 
therothan make you 1 veracity, 
Pill be indiſoree „: 2 | 
e wiltknow no more; I am catified, 
ſaick Mr Farrel. “Sir George is very 
generous; had he made the preſents he 
boaſts, he would have acted in character; 
fanlir is more:by bribery than his merit 
bs 3282 chat 


* 
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that he gains the confidence of, women. 


Through fear of diſpleaſing you, I have | 


been ſilent upon che ring and bank note 
he ſpeaks. of hut this very morning he 
wich, and the compliment he had paid 
jon ef a valuable ring, and of a bank 
note, , v 2163 3210 It tyfhts ad7?t 
„Oh! the impoſtor !*.- exclaimed; I 
with a viſible confuſion in my counte- 
nance: How did he nh 
dacious a lie“? TOM io ume 
„As he did juſtice to your virtue, 
faid Mr. Farrel, ] confeſs 1 believed 
what he ſaid z, the more ſo, as I ſaw no 
indelicacy in your accepting of a trifle 
fcom a man of his rank and fortune. Had 
he given you one hundred pounds, it would 


have been but the repetition of a genes 


rolity he has exerted fifty times in his lis 
_——_ 
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| t0wnrdy Worte ho are not half f. 
as you are. a PO! Dee Rf: 
„am not of your opinion 
_ withomore" calrnneſs in my looks ; 1 
would deem it a diſgrace to receive a fi- 
vour from the mam I deſpiſe ww = 
I believe you, Nis g. Hut as Sir 
George never makes an offer that kind 
before he is certain of having inſpired a 
almoſt out of her power to refuſe him. 
You may have your reaſons toi bocca f 
preſents from your mother be they what 
they will, I approve of them! u poung 
 wonian' of your prudence muſt be founded 
in her behaviour. As to me, I have not, 
upon this ſubject the leaſt curioſity, Had | 
_ 1;\'Miſs} appeared before you in a ſitu- 
' ation conſiſtent with 1 kia 
_ before now — 
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He ſtopped, and loolred at me with an 
air that expreſſed more . could 
ſay . ige hd FAA eee 
4 Fahey rtf rus he 
with a' ſigh, „ have, perhaps, deſerved 
your confidenee—in my preſent equivocal 
eee n diſ- 
nour to myſelf, ieee your mother, 
ſpeak what I feel, my; falſe delicacy will 
vaniſh, and give way ta, fenſibility--ackh 
chen — Iwill not tell you how: mygh;Lam 
pleaſed with your; perſon andeha ge, ef 
And ieee 
you break your word at the veryrinſtam 
you give it.” t e oH ddl ni 
An -was-cunkagwn; to nerChe fouls 
is in your charms, Miſs:Ramſay; hey 
made me forget my reſolutio mand K 
the nat with. high 8 


46 1 gi 


234 Tur chor MTU 


ei did not knen Sir; ſaid: l wich « 


endowed with ſuch a virtue. Thank you 


fot having let me into the ſecret of it.. 
am not, Miss, the firſt man to whom 


vou ate indebted for that diſcovery,” ;.,,, 


This is, Sir, another compliment 
which calls for my whole gratitude. 1 
ſo i in your opinion 1 am à coquette ? 


eee bs 
N,, lee e 


® From: Sir George, and tyench mog b, 


have heard the language of fatty M. 


concluſion will auen from their iq, 
pertinence? 0 aA och 6f om 


Lou would. W SVH 


' there was not a tts layer amongſuthedi f 
Suppoſe there, was obs $ing what, 
chen i b r 00 
Tou muſt” undoubtedly have Heard 
him wo as Ido.” 


4 
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« You are not, Sir, happy in your con- 
ſequenee; for I believe that ſueh a lover 
would have neglected my vanity; in order | 

10 talk only to the feelings of my heatt. | 1 
Mr. Farteli ir the ekt your chatte at if 
upon me; had T not been ſincerely capti- | | 
vated by them, 1 would not have ſo oon - 
ventured the declaration of my paſſion for 
you: I would have waited therevelation 
of it, till my actions had convinced ye 
of its ſincerity. I have been forcibly car- 
ried away by the power of thoſe moments, 
which made it any longer impoffible for 
me to be ſllen tt n 30h 

« How eaſily and naturally, Sir, your 
fay you love ine! were ] leſs acquainted: 
wich the falſehood and perfidy of your 
ſex, I do not know but might be in- 
clined 


\ 
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able to be told we are loved] no female 
ear is proof againſt the ſodluſtion of the 
compliment. Come, tell me again of the 
effects of my charms upon you: do not 
be afraid of exaggeration z/praiſes are not 
the leſs acceptable for being extremely 
ridiculous. What! have you nothing 10 
ſay to me any more 1... 44 |, 
* have already ſpoken too much,” 
anſwered; Mr. Farrel, with an air expreſ- 
ſwe of indignation and ſorrow. I did 
not expect raillery in return to the decla· 
ration of my attachment to you t would 
not become me . e 1 * des 
ſerueckit. b i- ef 9 186 Ui 191 
o Now? dd 1 ag «x wn you 
for your ſincerity. Tou acknowledge 
then you deſrrved my raillery-! | But; Sin, 


ſince 
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ſince you deſerved at, hy did you ſay ; 
yon did not expett iti? Tbis is a riddle, 
1 beg you wund explain it. 10010 et 186 
> That new fully of a vivacirynuthich 
proclaimed my indifferende, ſcemect ſeit. 
ſibly to affect Mi Furre. Alaris 4c 
Miſs, a man of feeling neither can 
bor WII ReplypPtoawig®! E , elo, 
And he returned inte che paflour. 1 
The deuce take him fr being ſo hand 
ſome; and me for being | ſoltender» and 
Aae re ae PronylelonShould-he 
my breaſt, his Wenn might not: lence 
the temptation d aD it. I am not 
yet certain that he loves me not yet cer- 
tain that he is. H,ivo future mur yet 
beitain vf the contquenoes of bis affection 
for me eee the 
oll 
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i of his perſon, and. make ſuch a 
defence as will increaſe his: deſire of ob- 


- taining me. Sir George told him the pre- 


ſents he had made me; I am afraid he be. 
lieves I received them. You may have 
your reaſons to conceal them from your 
mother, ſaid he to me. Thoſe reaſon: 


mall be my excuſe for the lie I told, if by | 


an honourable. conduct he puts me to 


the neceſſity. of juſtifying it. The part 


he took in my favqur againſt. Sir George, 
helped me to deceive my ſuſpicious wo 


illuſion my looks of innocence. May he 
prove the man I wiſh him to be!” With 


that wiſh, in my heart I received my. mo- | 


ther, Who, with a ſullen look, and 2 
peeviſh tone of voice, came to reprove - 


me for Spnpyerfing with, that fellows, His 


conduct 


THE CHILD OF NATURE, 139 


conduct relative to the bank note offered 
by Mr, C— gave her the higheſt dis- 
gal. 8% det | 
« A man of honour would have in- 
| ited upon knowing. the name of his be- 
nefactor, and applied immediately to him. 
His acceptance of the bank note, with - 
out that neceſſary ſtep, announced the 
mean ſoul of a villain, glad of a pretence 
to deny the favour he received. Are you | 
not of my opinion, Fanny??? 
Indeed, mother, 1 vill not give my. 
ſelf the trouble of forming either a good 
or a bad one about him. What is that 
man to you or to me? You are ee 
he vill rob the houſe ;” are you?“ 
0 No, no,“ ſald my mother, {aan 
take care he ſhall not.. 
Well, then,“ anſwered with an air 
of! impatience, <« let him be no longer: the 
ſubject 
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ſubject of our nnen for [ am 
beartly ted of i- 
My mother armes rey Waben 
upon Sir George. 37 eg 901% T2! for 
That too is another topic, “ ſaid Tin 
a pet, which I do not chooſe ta diſcuſ. 
Hang the fellows ! am I tobe teazed t 
death on their account? Had not Sir 
George made a fool of you, I ſhould not 
have been expoſed to the impertinence of 
his behaviour; and to the ſtill greater 
impertinence of his letter to me. Have 
you not, by your indiſcretion, put it in 
the power of Mr. Farrel to give to my 
adventure with Sir George the appear- 
ance of guilt? Tou ſay. he is a ſharper, 
and yet truſt to him the reputation of 
your daughter! O! mother, mother! 


your eee . be the cauſe of my 
ruin.” 


«Thaw 
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e have acted fooliſhly,” ſaid my 

mother, confounded at my reproaches. 
« Cheer your ſpirits, Fanny, and let us 
forget the, paſt. We ſnall not always 
meet with knavesz,/ ſome rich fool may 
fall in your Way, and make amends for 
the loſs of bir George. 20115 ora. gngE\ 
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MX. Fartel neglected" in the ewenng 
an the opportunities I gave him 
entertaining me. His coldneſs endeated 
him the more to me, for 1 ſhould have 
heartily deſpiſed him, had he tamely ſuf- 
fered my behaviour to him. The man M- 
of ſpirit who diſdains to be the ſlave of 
the woman he loves, adds infinitely to her 
eſteem for him. Her vanity forgives him 
his pride, which, by delaying his defeat, 
increaſes the glory of her triumph over 
him. Every thing conſpired to make me 
love Mr. Farrel. His attempts to con- 
quer his paſſion, my fear of loſing him, 
and the probability of meeting an invin- 
cible obſtacle in my mother's obſtinacy, 
befriended him in my heart, and pleaded 
| - fy 


RCC 
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ſtrongly in his favour. My reaſon, almoſt 
defence leſs againſt. theſe three 


tion, and let her create every i 
ſenſation. The image of Mr. Fat 
lowed me in my Waren 
ſenſibility. After delightful dreams, the 
thoughts of a young woman are always 
favourable to her lover. I awoke. re- 
ſolved to love Mr. Farrel, and perfectly 
convinced that no other man could make 


| fol 


me ſo happy. That perſuaſion made. me 


think of my dreſs; for the firſt time, I fat 
down at my toilette with the fixed deſign 
of adding to nature all the charms could 
borrow from art. In leſs than an hour, I 

gave myſelf ſo. coquertiſh,. and. yer ſo ſcn- 
timencal.a; form, that deſire and modeſhy 
could not-have been-moxe' happily ble 


more happily ſet off, to ſtrike and to 4 


pleaſe. 


three united 
powers, yielded the ſway to my i imagina- 
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ing ich proctuded-eyes/and-expane | 


; mourchs, /* 5 
g , 


DI Tom? : 


tinſwered he. n = 


i my rau 0 eine I returned to 


r 1 
3 * % 5 
Say 


Hine Di hy Noi 
u How pretty Miſs Fanny looks this 
rhorhing;” faid one of them 
T Nollen 
By Jove ] you do; thatr x! certain; 
MN 
eee hen not "—_— time, ſince 


the 


—_ 4 ** 


23 
* 


che bar Ustenby⸗ cute led it 
the power of u man do behold me, withour 


forming at the ſame time a certain wiffi T 
need not explain. That with, well de- 
fed in 4 man's" Looks, 18 the ſole praiſe 
thar merits the attention of à young 
voman; it is a compliment paid by Na- 
ure to her beauty; there is no hypberiſy 


in it; the lover who talks of His puſtion, | 
without the air and accent peculiar to it, 


is an impoſtor;whotells you whar he does 
not feel. The woman who -confides) in 


ſuch a man, is either a-tibercinc, or à fool. 
It was twelve o'clock, and 1 had not 


never loved me; ſaid I to myſelf? << or he 
vould not ſo ſoon have deſpaired uf Barre, 


ng me. Hope is always alive in an ena- 


moured heart; flnce he does not indulge 


it, he is a ſtranget to the paſſion of love.” 


Vor. I. H This 
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This argument, however excellent, was 
too injurious. to my charms to perſuade 
me. | conſidered his abſence in a politi- 
cal light : it was a ſtratagem contrived to 
alarm my pride, and enhance in my eye 
the value of his conqueſt. This appear- 


ing to me too probable to be true, my 


impatience vaniſhed ; and I tuned my de- 
portment to the notes of indifference. _ 

Mr. Farrel came at laſt with ſome 
letters i in his hand. His carriage was free 
and eaſy, and I did not diſcern the leaſt 
ſymptoms of love about him. My 
curtſey was accompanied with a ſmile : he 
withſtood that ſeduction. 1 

« I beg, Miſs, you would. 


There he ſtopped. to gaze upon my 
boſom, which the artful diſorder of my 
handkerchief expoſed to his view. I kept 
to my needle work chat I might not bluſh 


ac 
4 


lept 


THz HL D N ORE! 14 
i his" Deen ad- HE" bet] 
charm' might have its effect ö 790? 
Aſter a Few imtrutes Hen nos om. 
Did yo ſpeak ne Sir "hoy + FI 180 
I did, Mifs; but Your Atrehi an ko 
wer dörk Hede Ba Ef Uf U. ſtürbing 


706.5601 d 01 2106001q 01 2m '03 8 


Pray Sir, hat h K you Wanted to 
lay 22.220979Hizarto axon f Hm ö 
L only intended to defire c to hd 
theſe letters: to the pbſt- office.. 1 £19919) 

took them, and laid them careleſdly* 


8 Mun uod Fol o emionqunyt 


en de pos dna pan gn uuf, 


dir?“ iiber boo. 
© Much botdinp MAE ade d 1 
y WH (© Slcepisw grear reſtorxtives 21511 T 


r 


tw noremedy to me, Mifs. My? 


pt ad was, n IRR 
h lept awake.“ 1-1 t on 91 5900 Yea Q 


at ; H > ce Thoughts 


% 


imprudence; I; deſerve to be nn 
for my folly.“ 
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Thoughts at your, age, Sir are ſeldom 
troubleſome.” 
There are an of ave ane | 
nature, Miſs.” _ 
And he breathed a cab wi upon my boſom. 
I am very happy not to kno them. 
And with a well managed motion, I 


diſcovered almoſt the half of one of my 
legs, which my mother had often ae 


were of an exquiſite form. 


* That beautiful leg!” exclaimed Mr. 
Farrel. 

I coloured, and * no 8 
than that of depriving him immediately 
of the ſight of the leg he had admired. 

My admiration has betrayed me into 


It is ungenerous, Sis, 1 to. make me 
ſenſible of it.” 


4 Lovely 


r 
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« Lovely Fanny! forgive=Tthoughr 
| had more power—before you, I have nb 
reſolution—the Whole night I have em- 
ployed in reaſoning myſelf into the neceſ. 
ſity of not loving you—l fancied myſelf 
a man] am but : child—Spite of thy 
reaſon I adore you,” 2 


Mr. Farrel pronounced theſe Words in 
a manner that eradicated every doubt out 


of my mind, and enlivened my heart with 


the pleaſure of believing him true. I mo- 


deſtly caſt my eyes down, and did not dare 
to declare the ſatisfaction I felt. My air 


and ſilence were too much in his favour 
not to delight him. | 


« Dear F anny, am I not miſtaken ? do 


you really approve of my love for you?“ 
* Are you certain, Sir, you. do not 


miſtake a caprice for love ?” 
No, no, dear Fanny—” 


HR 3 «My: 
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„My mother is m 
yourſelf.” . App 
And I affected a E 1 aids 
e oN len © walls) T 
'I ſend yu inet Sir,“ ſaid l 
aloud. on vn PAST OT 1 >0Ptpb Vibe 
le Uhaak you; Mite” wif An 
And he turned upon NE bin 
Dre my ___ as he paſſed” by 
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CHAP. XR. 


HE fellow !” ſaid my mother, look- 

ing with ſcorn. upon him. « He 

hardly deigned to take any notice of me.” 

„Hang him!“ exclaimed I ; * ſuch a 
wretch is below your attention,” 

« Your ſiſter is very ill at Northamp- 
ton, My couſin writes to me the phyſi- 
cian has almoſt given her over. Poor 
Bet! I muſt go and ſee her.“ 

Shall I go with you; dear thother 2 

„That cannot be, Fanny; you” muſt 
keep the houſe in my abſence,” . 

« Suppoſe I was to go, and you ſoul 
ſtay -I ſhould be very glad to ſee my 
ſiſter, to attend upon her; your preſence | 
will not be more uſeful than "Rp own. 
pray, let me go.“ 6 


H 4 <« I have 
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< I have ſome buſineſs to ſettle at Not | 
thampton.“ 

« Can't I ſettle it for you?” 

« You cannot, Fanny. I'll ſet out im. 
mediately after dinner.“ | 

+ When will you come back? 1 ſhall be 
uneafy till I fee you.” nit 4 

Early in the ne the * ay 


to-mor row.“ 


And ſhe left me, derne « Poa 


Bet} por Berl? ie fois 2nd 8. 
I ſhould have 55 very 9 e ar 
mother complied with my deſire, Her 


abſence was too agreeable in the fituation 


I Was, for my not n eagerly fot 


. e 


1 Theſe letters,” ſid I to tel 2 will 


tell u me what Lam to think of Mr. Farrel, 
1 went to my room, and without ſcruple 
opened them. Two of them were directed 
; to 


int dub br Ma TbUr. | 155; 


to forte merckants in Londoßt and Urkkten 


in a language J could hot fead; the Other. 


was as follows?” ++ 14-8 1390 [ why 
„ 2100 lg vent conn uot” 


To Edward Wilſon, Eg. Nefaman a | 
' 11G tb; 4363 „e e n2nd. NELL 
No man, dear Ne 5, met with. 
two greater” misfortunes at c once in h his life. 


0 


Thave been robbed of m my purſe and heart. 


ne 


The loſs of the firſt I can pu +4 e 


08 . 200 Aa 
but what miracle can g give me che laſt 
£404 120 Agee | 
back again? I Eno-w none Power ful. 
g N. S 
enough to prevail over the charms of the 


woman 1 love. Had you feen her you. 
Tam? Ke 28% 28% * 


would not boaſt your liberty.; | he is 


divineſt form of pleaſure I ever 174 
Her lips i invite the kiſs ;. her eyes 
11 - I bas} 212038] 3196. 
preſume,” c at he fi attempt, * 
we % 48. L 4 ltr N 
expreſſion 6 g ves to modeſty, and, 


A ic yi k W- eh 
forces diſcretion BY mn b b 
119513 QC [NHS reals 
Upon her lovely ly panting boſom, I ſee the- 
H. 5. wanton: 
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wanton Cupida inviting me to join indheir | 
Playa muſt decline the farther deſeriy- 
tion of: cher perſon, or rennunce: the hope 
of finding in abſence and reaſon a remedy 
againſt her charrhs.. My averſion to mar- 
riage made a poor defence at tho ſightſ of 
Mis Ramſay, A repenteid my Aatire uf it, 
and thought it the bappieſt tate upon 
earth. Curſed be my ſtars lche only vo. 
man chat ever tempted me 0 become F 
Huſband; cannot be mine I have Ponte 
Ned ; the loves me not. Adieu. Direct 
tborhs! at Tork; F be there in d few | 
days. 2845 10 n 1155 tive YO! 


ond lat -_ 


54201 
Had Mr. "Pad he mb '(hading 
his letter but he did not; and it was 
hieky for me. My heart deat with delighe 
at the cettainty of being loved by Hm 
Young, handſome, Ach What a con. 
vol 4 1 | N FI. rabth 


3; 
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fuſion the thought of thoſe advantages 
brought into my ſenſes ! What advantage 


would that confuſion have * him over 
me > I} (4-14.97 1 IB DO 


| led this terized; ale Mane e 


They were hardly gone, when Mr. Farrel 


came to aſk for them, ® having occaſion,” 
ſaid he with a ſmile, to IE" the ſtyle 
of one of them.” 4022 


« You ought to have told me ſo before 


now,” anſwered I, returning him his ſmile}; 
«it is too late: write another.” Th 
I can think but of you,” and-he ſighed. 
Well, you will teil me of that OW 
my mother is gone? n 


And you wall as me, dear 


: 
"I & 


Fanny?“ 


Aſk me no queſtions at ** Go; 
do not come near me till my mother is 
gone.“ A n 08 


H 6 love 
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366 1 love you. 2 arts _ 
rn think of it; go.“ | 
Immediately after dinner m——_—_ 
out, and left me at full liberty to liſten to 


my lover. He ſtole unperceived-into the 


$29 147 


family parlour, and I followed him. We 
foon underſtood one another, and matri. 
mony became the ſubje& of our conyerſa- 
tion. ach | 6 pm TY 


„Do you think,” ſaid Mr. Farrel, 
« that your mother will elan to our 
happineſs ?” 

$:4 doubt it,” anſwered 1: & Her pre- 
judices againſt you, will, I fear, get the 


better of her reaſon.“ 


Her conſent is of no 1 


replied my lover; © let us take a trip to 


Scotland.“. 4 N 
His e ie did not Rartle- me; 


thoſe trips to Scotland were become ſo 
faſhionable, 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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gt 


faſhionable, that I eould not frame a ra- 
tonal objection Kgainſt ot: 
e That eps" faid 1, wdoulch be lin · 

err Wer- n N cgh __ Io 


Fanny; with be the'mvrs aver ton dur 


union, as ſhe will be ſenſible of the injury 
the has done me. Forced to recht, ſhe 
WII Yevenge upon us the mortifyingz ne- 
ceſſity of confeſſing her error. #15niqqun” 
Ny mother's pride and obftinc Con- 
fitmed but td Well ne opfHn bt. 
Farrel. He looked ſo Handſohe fe AHG 
rows my heart was How 10 great AA party 
in his intereſt, tät I was cuil perde 
to approve his reſolution. has 
Nov yo are my wife Eci mod he, 
folding me tendeyly in his atngqin lod: 
8H! ; « Not 


a 
„ ” 
. * 8 
. 4 
. 
* 
* 
N 
— 
— — — — . . ⁵—1oÜu— —— , 4 
f __ 


158 THE ch or NATURE, 


Not yet, not yet, anſwered I with a 
ſmile, and attempting but dane to de- 
fend his approach to my lips. 

« Why ſhould we, dear F mech wait 
to be happy till a prieſt has given us leaye 
to be ſo? Is not our mutual, affection a 
ſufficient pledge for our conſtancy and the 
performance of our word ? Do not defer 
my happineſs to the moment when. it. will 
be no longer in your power to deny it, 
Let me be indebted for my pleaſures to 
your love, and not to your duty. It is 
che greateſt proof you can give me of your 
eſteem and che rere of your . 
ment to me.” Aer; F 

17 Do not utter 751 lues arrel; 
1 will, not anſwer 1t,” enden hi 

« Do you doubt, my A winks 2” 274% 01 

do not— and 1 returned wha a 
gh the kiſs he had een, er 


* 


« My 
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My dear Fanny l' Stoff oc 200 lliw 
My modeſty loſt itſelf. in a ewe * 

of voluptuous ſilence; I broke at laſt that 

filence which began to be dangerous. 

« I love you, Farrely, but I love myſelf 
ſtil better: my honour is a good ' will 
ſacrifice only to . my-: huſband. + 'Shew 
me leſs paſſion and more reſpect, or you 
will make me avoid you 

« You love me, I bee ge, can I be 
diſcreet,” * dl or wo — * 

And he proved ee the 
impoſſibility of being ſo. His manner of 
proving, however agrecable to my ſenſes, 
was oppoſed by my reaſon; and two 
words ſilenced his tranſports. Ui, E 

„When ſhall we ſet out, dear Fanny? 
am impatient to, ſce my wife, 1 
expect at York my letters from London; 
the twenty pound bank note you gave me 

| will 
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will not be ſufficient Err ür urriey';. bo. 
fides; 1 muſt pay it before I go.” II Rep 
to Mr. C. and give him 4 bill for 
fifty pounds upoft Mr. S.; with that 
money we Will Poſt abeay this very e even- 
ings. you think proper.“ : 9110 Fo 
* cantivt leave the Houſe" before my 
; mother's return.“ i Das 64 E na. 
« Then you eee 
01 dear Fanny, is it thus mb. 
Well, to-morrow night.“ 
One day more of impatience! Fanny, 
dear Fanny, it is an age of torment. I 
"me neee 
death. 4 01397 Oe . 
„I will make 760 live that day as 


happy as love and virtue permit me. As 
to money, borrow none; I will provide 
you with it. Here is à bank note of Sit 
George's ; he foreed it upon me 

f | („ As 
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« As a bribe, Fanny??? 


No; it was to enable my mother to 


pay my father's debts. I am glad I kept 
it, fince it is of ſervice to you. Here is 
alſo the ring he gave me—" 

« What had Sir George, ſaid Mr. 
Farrel ſmiling, in return for hi gene- 
roſity? at 

66 The ſhame of a 6 

« Did 3 WE 7D 

« He did. „n . 0 248 L 

And you believed him 2, | 

He inſpired me from the pi 
moment with ſuch a diſlike to him, that 1 


laughed at what he ſaid; and had it not 


been for my mother, I would not have ſeen 
him twice. The unfavourable opinion 1 


entertained of him, notwyithſtanding his at- 


tempts to pleaſe me, offended. his vanity; 


and 


* . 
— 
%., \ 
- * 
— — . . ̃ ⁵ ˙— ,,,, 
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ſe went away.” Have you not ſeen 
me gay and happy fince he Is; gone! * 
I have, dear Fanny; but he is bold 
and preſuming how many kiffes has he 
| 2 Fanny? ?- 
e ſtole one or two in the preſence of 
my mother; it is all that he can boaſt upon 
my honour ! You are the firſt man, dear 
Farrel, whom I have loved, arid whoſe 
careſſes I have ſuffered and returned, 
Take the ring and the note 

« The note will be ſufficient, Fanny; 
I'll buy a poſt · chaiſe that we may not ſtop 
upon the road for the want of one. Take 
large and beautiful. Sir George is really 
magnificent in his preſents 
I may loſe 981 it will be more fe in 
_ hands... wot 11435107 t BY 

« Well 
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« Well, my dear Fanny, I will take care 
of it. 1 will take a turn in the town, and 
get every thing ny ne to-morrow 
night,” i i e 

Though Mr. Farrel e to go out, 
he could not leave me; and the evening 
glided away in a converſation, that in- 
creaſed our mutual AY e _ con- 
fidence, | 2 PROT IK 7 "DIR LaRITE 
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1 * 4 b * p 
? 1 } * 1 + Ll | . 


* #4 1 
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nA P. * 


| * Went to bed with a heart Ams 
the molt rapturous joy. No diſagree- 
able thought, no troubleſome: fear, ob. 
truded upon my mind. I loved and vas 
loved! Could à woman be more happy? 
I breakfaſted the next morning with my 
lover, and he told me fo many things to 
engage me to pity him, that he gave me 
more than ane temptation to ſacrifice my 

prudenee to my generoſity, And indeed, 
it was fo improbable that love would not 
encroach upon the rights of Hymen be- 
fore our arrival in Scotland, that I did not 

know why I ſhould not voluntarily orant, 
what I would not certainly be able to de- 
fend againſt the ſeductions of deſire and 
opportunity. Could I travel almoſt three 
| hundred 


THE CHILD or NAPURE; 163 


hundred miles with a handſome Voung 
man, and reſiſt His perperual attacks upon 
my heart and ſenſes? NM ſenfibility and 
the fire of Mr. Farrel's defires, did not 
permit me to anſwer in the affirmative. 
To elucidite Met dels F dent üp db thy 
room, and left thoughtleſsly the door of it 
open. Such reflections, however rational, 
a prudent woman'ovght not to indulge. 
e is a poiſon in them deſtructive to 
That poiſon worked ſo forcibly 
my 443 up into a flame, that I was — 
rejoiced than offended at the indiſcreet ap- 
pearance of Mr. e NP 
How came you here!? k 6 
The door was open, dear Fanny.” 
And he continued'to talk with ſo muck 


nt, 
de- eloquence, that, in leſs than twenty mi- 
«nd nutes, he convinced me of the neceſſity of 


bolting that door. Love, nature, curio- 
| | ſity— 
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l 


lity—1 ſhould. not have long gloried in 


my reſiſtance, had not the;waiters, by call. 
ing repeatedly Miſs Fanny, and knocking 
at the door, forced me from Mr. Farrel'; 
Ams. itt to 194208; Olen 
Ho — ſaid Mr. Farrel. 
His expreſſion I echoed in my heart. 
Coming. coming 1. exclaimed 1 
1 And I turned e my looks upon 
him, ri 26 ene n eee eo 
Jo be thus diſturbed 7 ſaid my 1 
« how provoking | Stay, dear Fanny— 
che waiter is gone.“ 8 
And he held me up bins arms. 1 
ſmile was my anſwer, I was loſt in ſighs, 
and ſoft delightful ſobbings, when the 
waiters came again to raviſh the victory 
from Mr. Farrel, and ſave me from ruin. 
He could be deaf to the noiſe N but my 
ears were too forcibly ſtruck with it. 
| The 
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| Wl Thefcar of being ſuſpected, prevailed over 
paſſion z l left Mr. Farrel, took the key 
of the room with me, and went down. 
Two ladies and two gentlemen had juſt 
alighted ; the ſight of a mouſe had thrown 
one of the ladies into fits, and I was called 
to help her to ſome ſalts. . To that moſt 
mmenſe cauſe, I was indebted for the 
preſervation of my honour! there was 
ſomething ſo ſingularly odd in that event, 
that, I know not why, I thanked God it 
had happened, and felicitated myſelf on 
my lucky eſcape. I bluſned at the folly 
of my conduct, and reſolved to put off 
my trip to Scotland, till my mother made 
it indiſpenſable to me. * Had it not been 
for that mouſe, might I not have loſt my 
honour, my reputation, and a huſband 1 
Would Mr. Farrel make a wife of his 
miſtreſs? Though a man of integrity, 


would 
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ing his ward? How could 1 e 
him to keep it? Bobs not oftth love de 
with the defire that crentid it ): FTheſ 
thoughts ſtrengthened me againſt nature; 
I vent boldly to Lon w_ es ow 


his confinement. © * + 
Was the bouſe on de, ha- nahe 
Nos ſome company came in; a mouſe 
pit a lady; the fainted away.? 
Ho ridiculous!” faid Mr. Fare 
« ] hope {he is fo well recovered as not to 


trouble: us any more. Come, dear Fanny, 


ler wean INCL ms and * 
ſure.“ 

Be id dear Fattel; with the 
ſacrifice I have alteady made you of my 
modeſty. I have given you unqueſtion- 
able proofs. of my attachment to you; 
had not fortune been againſt you, I ſhould 
now 
pe | 
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row have nothing to grant. The gon 
pany waits for me; I cannot he”... 
A woman ought always to avoid a tte. 
; .tfte with her lover, when ſhe intends to | 

keep ſuch a reſolution as 1 had formed. | 
Mr. Farrel, who knew the feelings of my 
heart, made them ſoon favourable. to him. 
After having acted. as I had done, I could 
rot, without affeation, talk of ſcruples 
and virtue; 1 had no other means of 
defence than the fear of being detected ; 
and that fear appeared, at that time, ſo 
abſurd, that it was almoſt impoſſible to 
found my denials. upon it. The deſire of 
poſſeſſing me, added to the beauty of 
Mr. Farrel; that additional charm was 
an enemy not eaſily. to be conquered. : 
Had Mr. Farrel anſwered my reaſons with 
careſſes, my defeat would have been com- | 
pleted ; but he would convince me that 1 7 
Vol. was | 


u; 
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was . and n 
calm. 75 7 | 
«ws You Galicie we in . A, 
1 vill not Expoſe my reputation / The 
maiĩds, when I went below, obſerved me 
with a curious and malignant eye. M7 
mother comes this evening; were ſhe told 
s ſhe really coming this evening?” 
faid Mr. Farrel, with a diſoonderted ain 
A man juſt come n 
has told us ſo from hen”, >515qt ann 1535 
« How will "_ ee out with 
me, dear Fanny? D* » stets off mos 
<« I do not fee de polfiblity of 163 "bi 
to-morrow, if my mother refuſes to male 
us happy, 1'll obey- the dictates OY 
heart, and follow you.” — 
« Her return is very unlucky," ſaid | 
Mr. Farrel, walking in the room. Did 
„ you 


|— << 2 I Law iti. 
/ N 


determined not to keep it; 
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you love me, dear Fanny, you would pre- 
fer me to her, to all the world, and go 
this very inſtant?* i en Id 15157 ? 

% What! in the middls-vf'the' day! 
How could 1 oſcaye 1unoblerved? Dear 
Farrel; let us Wuit till tomorrow; WY 
morrow we ſhall be free ald happy: 

« Well 1 muff :4ubmiey Raid Mr. 
Farrel ; “but will you not bad my 
obedience to your commands ? "WT 

Keep in your room; e 
nute I can ſpare, 1 will conſecrate to you. 
Depend upon my word!“ We left the 
room, he ſatisfied with my promiſe, and I 


* 
7 


4 


— 4 
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CHAP. XXII 


iir ot r 
Believe t there are — virtuous women 


in the world; but have they loved, 
and been alone with their lovers! ? If they 


| have, were they not tempted to renounce 
virtue for pleaſure ? | did not their hearts 
partake of the. tranſports they cauſed, and 
pant ſecretly after happineſs ? did their 
modeſty ſuffer no diminution? did-their 
virtue triumph through their own, diſcre- 

tion ? The voluntary ſacrifice I had made 
of myſelf to my. lover was ſtill preſent in 
my mind, attended with all the deluſive 
ſenſations that had accompanied i it. I had 
done too much to pride in my virtue, too 
little to juſtify the contempt of myſelt. 
* blood 1 ran very * in my veins; tu- 
ti multuous 


Þ 
e 
in 
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multuous deſires paſſed and repaſſed from 
my head to my heart; I was forcibly, at 


one and the ſame time, pleaſed and diſ- 


pleaſed with my lucky and unexpected 


eſcapes. Reaſon made me at laſt ſenſible 


of the advantages of my preſent ſttuation, 
and of the unhappy conſequences that 


might have followed my diſgrace. © The. - 
paſt made me diffident of | myſelf; andI 


rejoiced i in the artifice that had ſuſpended 
my journey to Scotland. 1 had argued 


myſelf 1 into a perfect' calm, and reſolution 


to avoid a ble a ten with my lever, when 
one of the gentlemen who catne with' the 


two ladies, told me he ſhould be _” to 


ſpeak to Mr. Farrel. 5 N47 
Po you know blk: 15 88 7 


4 believe 1 do, Mig” cafwiiret: he 
coldly. „Be pleaſed to fend for him.” 
In whoſe name ſhall I ſend, Sir? 
I 3 That 
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* That ceremony is needles with ſuch 
a fellow, Miſs,” 4 1 17 

And he nnn — kim 
dome. 199920 119603 is 185 rt 

* Fellow py how pk mand Hi 
contempt for Mr. Farrel brought a colour 
into my cheeks, and a tremor in eyery 
limb. I fat down. to conceal my trouble. 

« Is not Mr. F arrel a gentleman, Sir?” 

This queſtion. 1 . with Waben 
voice. rr 13% 

« Aye, aye,” fig the cotta * 
is one of thoſe gentlemen, who, at every 
ſeſſions, are conveyed in ſtate dm New- 
gate to Tyburn.” | 

Theſe words chilled my bloed! my 
heart ceaſed” to beat, and the ſable 6f 
death ſpread over my fac. 

« What ails you, child?” mw the gene 
tleman. 9 


I heard 


* 
of 


1 heard no more, and fainted in his 
arms. When I recovered, I found my- 
{elf in a parlour with the two ladies, who 
had kindly exerted all their power to re- 
ſtore me to my ſenſes. | 

God be praiſed P* ſaid one of "OY 
« ſhe lives. Miſs Ramſay, we had no 
hopes of you a few minutes ago.” 

« The neceſſity of concealing the cauſe 
of my ſudden illneſs, made me triumph 
over Nature, I affected a ſmile, and mut- 
tered a thapk for the aſſiſtance ad had 
given me. 


„Are you, ſubject. to > thee auge 
Miſs?“ Fs = 


1727 | 1 2 


« I have never the Fes without 
them, Madam. They ſeize me ſo ſud- 
denly, that I have ſeldom time to prevent 
them,” 

And, 2 a curtſey, L walked 
14 with 


o — — — 
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with à welbüngz ſtep to the bar, and from 
thence to my room. Determined to know 
my fate, I had bid the maid follow me; 
- and tlie did not dire 60 Ek An any 0 veſ. 
tions, left the ſhould fiſpe8t® the'r motive 
of 1 my * curioſity. No ſituation was ever | 
more deplorable and eruel; obliged to 
filence my thoughts, that I might not be. 
come an object of pity, and give my mo- 
ther a right to inſult me in my diſtreſs 
my ſoul was rent with an agony of grief. 
2 Had I been really a dope to th art 
of a villain— a dupe to my-cofifidence in 
my own ſagacity? was Mr. Farrel the 
wretch deſcribed by the gentle man. ws 
it true I had given my I? 


1 * Bs or 


to a ſcoundrel ?” 

Theſe reflections were the more exaſpe- 
rating, as I had helped Mr. Farrel to de- 
ceive me by my indiſcretion, and a wan- 
4 ton 
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ton contempt of my -mothier's adviee. Fhe 
maid not underſtanding the hints | uttered, 
1 feigned to be better, armed my ſoul 
againſt the ſtrokes of fortune, aſſumed a 
cheerful look, and went to the PP? - 
Lord! Miſs, ſtrange things have hap- 
pened ſince you were taken ill,“ ſaid a 
waiter to me. 
What is it, Tom aſs | 
One of the gentlemen 1 in the parlour | 
being told the hiſtory of Mr. Farrel, he 
| fad he was a vile raſcal and impoſtor; 
that Mr. S—, the banker, Who was his 


friend and relation, and with” whom he 


had dined. yelterday, had no partner of - 
that name; and ſwearing he would have 


him immediately arreſted, he went out 
himſelf for the conſtables. They were at 
the door, when” he bid me . and 8 


him down.“ 181 It 5 bn 


+ Well, Tom, was ke arreſted ? 
I 8. «-No, 4 
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No, no," ſaid Tom ſhaking his head, 
« he was not ſuch a fool as to ſtay for that; 
the bird-was flown, Miſs. Phe bſller faid 
he had ordered his borſe an hour before 
to take an-airing, and I dare ſay he Will 
take ſuch a long one, that we ſhall never 
ſee! bim! any more. *Fhe gentleman hag 
ſent in purſuit of aun ane, 
will not find him 
= Why do you bebe ſo, Tom Vn 
65 Though he is a rogue,” for 5 
know or care, Miss, he behayes-like # 
gentleman; he gave" rhe half u golnes cli 
morning: Oh? it is a pity ne ina rogue 
1 hal cry whenever he'is hanged” Was 
he not very Kandforne, MG Fanny x- {a 
« Sg, ſo, Tomy,” anſwered K bastel 
« My mother took him for a ſharper from 
the firſt moment ſhe ſaw bim. He had 
ſomething üucky in kis 196 deb; IA 
"1p i very 
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very bad opinion of. bie-. _ | 
is gone. HI 07:28 4091s: 5; 


Good God!” endes 
had left me, by what mark ſnhall I know 


the man of honour from the knave Ho. 


fault of Nature: than of my vanity. He 
was ſo handſome ! his beauty was a veil. 
that interpoſed between him and his cha- 
rafter, which clouded my too weak rea- 
ſon, I made him a, preſent: of my mo- 
deſty, of my money - my virtue was twice 


at his command twice expiring upon his. 6 


lips—twice laſtin.the fire of his careſſes 
How lucky; the incidents. that prevented; 
my diſgrace:! His attempts. againſt my; 
honour I forgiye;; it is natural in a man 
to wiſh for the poſſeſſion of a young and 
pretty woman; by cob me of my ring, 


Was. 
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Was 1 more generous than he, when ! 


kept the laſt from my mother? This 
thought brought mung to che ſenſe 


of Thame; f rer 


and dared not an 
Mr. Farrel. ee Nnce T cannot undo what 
is done” fad 1 to myſelf, it vals 
not to complain; 1 muft ale the pill, 
though ever ſo bitter, and tink Gol it 


263k eee rn 1. 4 12721 
is no Orten“ n 


- Having been brought up à preſbyte 
rian, 1 had imbibed the notions of a fatality, 
which ſports with a man's underſtanding, 


and ſubjects i it to its law. That doctrine 


1. 


Was f ſo grateful to my ' vanity,” d at 1 was 
| eaſily perfuaded that human Prudence was 


2 TILA 9 8 K. 


of 10) : 
of no ſervice againſt the decrees of def- 
wg, (18. * Nin 1181 


tiny ; and that I prom MID for 
my indifcretion no more Ethan 1 for a fever 


"0 or an headack, This comfortable thougft 


4 reconciled 


+ 
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my loſſes and ſacrifices with the calm eye 
of a philoſopher, and even laughed at the 
oddity of my adventure. My heart was 


more mutinous againſt my reaſon; but as 


the keenneſs of its feelings was already 
blunted, I made no doubt but a little time 
would Wee its for- 
mer tranquillity?! 119k 200 7 


1 eee, Ana i 
poſt- boy delivered into my hands the fol- 


lowing letter: 
' be « Fanny, enn: jm „ N 
6 « Be leſs 33 Hoa 1 


creet. Lou are yet too young: to truſt to 


your own — Beware of your hearty 
you have, i in its extreme ſenſi bility; an ene- 


my the: more dangerous, 25 you: have:a: 


natural indifference for -religivn,-vifruey 


. "hs 


181 
reconciled me to myſelf ; 4 looked upon 
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and; the practice gf your duties. Get rid 
of your falſehood, on acquire more att to 
eonceab it. I have ſtudied you well, Fan- 
fion, more obſtinacy than judgment, and 
more ies than Hatred for 
That theſe: truths: may; cotgpenſate 
ten Joſs, is the ſincere: walks of a man 
who, had not fortune protected you, would 
have cheated you of your virtue, as he 
has. cheated you of your mon e. 
EARRRI.“ 


« The impertinent !? exclaimed J. 
He calls new inſults a compenſation for 
my nen 
of truth!” 

- Thewoundin my een 
remedy; it was immediately; healed. 1 
wondered: at the calmneſs: Lenjoyed;. after: 

N = 
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the mortal anxiety I had laboured under 3. 
and could not account for it but by adopt- 
ing Farrel's opinion, chat I had more in- 
clination than- paſſton, and. that my ats. 
tachment had-been-more the wark:of my 

ſenſes, than that of my heart: „ 


Though I W nene In 


hanged, 'Þ thought it prudent to aſk no 


queſtions of the poſt. bey, andi to abandon 
eee 14, f "8&1 i! 11. 
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"CHAP. XXII. N 


„Tie * * to Nature wy Va- 
Ving nity — twice the dupe, nay, the 
victim, of the art I have employed. 
. muſt, remember,” ſaid I to myſelf, 
the errors of my head, and the whims 
of my. ſenſes ;. they, will be a better pre- 
ſervative than reaſon. againſt future inci. 
dents. and miſtakes—The paſt being in- 
ceſſantly preſent to my mind, I cannot in- 
cur any new dangers.” 


My mother came the next morning; 
and her heart expanded with unſpeakable 
delight, on finding ſhe had been right in 
her opinion of Mr. F. arrel. She had 
brought my ſiſter with her—The creature 
appeared fo unfeeling, aukward, and au- 
daciouſly ſtupid, that I could. not help 

caſting 
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caſting on her, looks of pity. Betſy was 
an unmeaning, ungraceful maſs of matter, 


compoſed of lily * and roſe There was no 


character in her countenance, no life on 


_—— Y 3 


her features, no intention in her gait 


She talked only to betray her ignorinte— 
looked only to announce her want of ſenti- 
ment and never gave her opinion of this, 
or of that, but ſhe made herſelf ridiculous. 

« To what miracle,“ ſaid T to my mo- 
ther, © are we indebted for the recovery 
of Betſy? She was deplorablyithtwo-days 


3 , - 0 f 2 3 
9 4 . 4 o * — . Z a * % * — . J % * 4 } 3 I 
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„She was as well then as ſhe is now. 


There was a young man in the houſe; it 


ſeems . that he neglected the miſtreſs for the 


apprentice—The preference difpleaſed— 


know no other cauſe of her n 


illneſs.“ 


* Was it Betſy who loot af bo- 


ing ill?“ 
Fool p 
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* Fool!” exclaimed my mother; * hon 
can you aſk thas queſtion? The giti did 

whatever ſhe could to engage me to let 
her ſtay ; but her miſtreſs nm, 
not to have a rival.“ 

Was ſhe in carnſtin he e 4 
ter? 

Could 1 believe whos the ah me of 
the amours af the young man 1 
2 wers but too well founded. 
nnn Was hr peri 

«A a Ra in company, as 
very pleaſing in a ie d tete. Take no 
notice of what 1 have ſac 

lt came into my en 
my converſation with Mr. CO. e 

That gentleman will never mary 
-you—he was too unhappy with his firſt | 


« Farewel 


= 32 K 2 


1 
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Farewel then to my hapes of him.“ 
You may ſtill have him, Fanny.“ 


Wee ee 5 | 


be my huſband ? ?; 

« A man of frac vi meine talk 
of ſettling a handfame annuit xy. | 
« And you think 1 ſhould accept it 2 

« That depends. < on the ſum, on the 
manner of offering it, and on the actual 
diſpoſition of your head. There are times, 
Fanny, when [ would truſt neither 2 
virtue nor ta your reaſon.8 


mother,” 


1 =. 


Fanny ? Think tuo minutes beine you 
anſwer me! 28 L IN Hate urs 

* What woman is always proof ahi 
vie ſeductions of gold and nature ?” 


pe- 


*Thak you for your complien, 


o 
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« Eſpecially,” ſaid my mother, „when 
the is inclined: to love and avarice.” | 
This is not certainly my picture. 
J have drawn it; to the life Do not 
attempt, Fanny, to conceal yourſelf from 
your mother; all your art will not avail 
you. Moſt women are like ou, fond of 
gold and pleaſure; but they are the fools 
only, among them,. who ate detected in | 
* the gratification of theſe two favouriteſins 
Were ſenſible men intereſted to read in 
your heart, your: looks: would: ſoon; be- 
tray the foibles you indulge,,. Your ſenſes, 
Fanny, are ſo eaſily inflamed, that it 1 1s 
almoſt out of your power to keen your 
reaſon cool, Nou, hays thayght 106.3 
dupe to your hypocriſy —How ofteg,have 
you not laughed: at my faith 1 in youtf con. 
tempt of pleaſure ? ?. Spare that bluſh, 
F ny mother is your. 51 with 


en 


2 
7 


be great in your __ _ will 0 


e =" 


S Da. A 


"gs & 


me your ſecret is ſafe—out of regard for 


myſelf, I never will publickly recant my 
opinion of you—l am too proud to con- 
feſs an error, which would feed the ma- 


| lignity of my enemies. I have told you 


what you are, to heighten your confidence 
in me, and that we may combine together 
to ſecure you a huſband. The wiſeſt man, 
Fanny, is ſometimes a fool—If Mr. P 
returns to the bait, we will conſult about 
the means of deſpoiling him of his reaſons 


mine admirably,” 
| promiſed to adhere for the futthe to 


ber admonitions; and to be ſolely di- 


rected by her.” My promiſe was the more 
ſincere, as my laſt falſe ſtep, and the ſa- 
gacity of my mother, had, by humbling. 

my vanity, ſhewn me the danger of too 
great a confidence in myſelf. 
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— 
ſires, and the memory of the paſt. My 
days would have flowed in a ftupid m 
chan the tranſports of an agvecable man, 
had not curioſity: rouſed | my ſpirits; and 
kept my four alive. io noibsꝗ 2 5; 
« Had my fiſter ſacrificed to love? 
did: ſhe hide the ſpirit of ! difiqialation 
under her apparent ſimplicity ? was her 
heart a contraſt to her manners ? Betſy 
was ſo reſerved in her conduct, ſo decent 
in her dreſs, ſo averſe to a female confi- 
dence, ſo parſimonious of her language, 
which ſeldom uttered any thing but a plain 
5 affirmative 
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afirmative or negative, that I was tempted 
to r the A eee 
her, 

1 "__ is eee ue 1 „ 
mother; „ have empleyed every arti- 
ice to betray her into indiſcretion had 
he had an intrigue, ſhe would not have 
ſecreted it from me: The” prejudices of 
ber miſtreſs were cauſed by & {erniſeleſs 
jealouſy. The heart of my fiſter is as 
cold as het head ; the is as great a ſtranger 
to the paſſion of love, as fue is to talte of 
wit. © FF: „ SM 76 eff e 
10 Hypoeriſy, Palin has a variety of 
forms, under which) ſhe- performs a more 
or leſs ſucceſsfub: part, acting to her 
conſtancy in the character ſhe has aſſumed. 
Yours is fed by a-highefpirired vanity, 
and braves the opinion of the world; that 
I ſelf 


- 


—— 
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felf i fin; an aſſectation of inſeadbility....4 
bluſh, a ſmile, a whiſper, one; ſingle un- 
guarded word can tear off the maſk yay 
wear, whilſt Betſy's reputation would be 
proof agoinſt all thoſe incidents.“ en 
The art of hypocriſy requires reflec. 
tion. and judgment — How can my ſiſter, 
deſtiture of both, act her part ſo well?” | 


We want them, Fanny, to carry on 
©; plan of ſeduction, or to deceive, the 


malignant eye of an envious obſerver 
we have no need of them to be falſe. Self. 
intereſt in the fool or the wiſe dictates the 
ſame precaution againſt vhatever is ob- 
noxious to our happineſs, The fear of 
being deſpiſed is ſufficient to put Betly 
upon her guard. Were it not for that 
ſalutary fear, vice, far from bluſhing, and 
retreating at the ſight of virtue, would 
demand a triumph over her, and perhaps ' 
5 obtain 
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obtain it. A woman, Fanny, is a"very 5 
frail and vain animal her modeſty; ſub - 
ſervient to all her paſſions, is like the 
generoſity of miſer, always ready to fall 
a voluntary facrifice to his luſt of gold. 
It is only the dread of the world's con 
tempt that keeps "Her within the limits of 
decency and diſeretion.“ Ati vr; 

Would not men gain more by Jeay- | 
ing us at the full liberty of acting as we 
pleaſe, than by forcing upon us the ne- 
celfty of dilſembling? Would not the 
children of Nature make them happier 
than the children of Art Förmed us ve 

ut by opinion; to Wat ſe) propitious te 
| themſelves; can thy turm ob" ſenftbility, 6 


when that ſe6bility 8 forcibly beggared 
of its powers of pleaſing?” Were no res 


ſtraint to be laid upon 4 young woman 
what delight, what blifs would not her 


Vor. I. K capti= 
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_ captivating candour make her lover en- 
joy? Either the virtue they ꝓreach ig a 
chimera, or that virtue alone would en- 
able ur to reſiſt the ung of nou 
ſubs i {161 e © Hers 
Men, Fanny; ws 8 u 
is like x coward, who boaſts his courage, 
and flies in the day of battle.“ 
From a few depraved women ought 
they to conclude that we are * ** 
tines??? nog wh9* | 
Dep Their opinion « + * well 
n by experience, chat ĩt would be 
ridiculous not to adopt it, The, ſenſes of f 
women, Fanny, are made up of the ſpirit, 
of the paſſions —it is not blood, but fre 
that runs in their vcinseractive and fierce. 
in their feelings; they, ſuffer the ardours 
of a fever baer molt. yiolen 
remedies to cure ic. „ Ai 
1 * Wer 
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Were it not more prudent to prevent 
the diſeaſe, than to ptoture 4 remedy for 
ir? If, inſtead of overloading us with 
duties which Nature incites us to violate, 
men had talked of honour; and puniſhed 
our ſeducers with infamy, no woman could 
ever have diſgraced the dignity of her ſex. 
They have, it ſeems, invented ſo many 
checks to our paſſions, only to heighten 
in us the deſire of gratifying them The 
goods we are forbidden to enjoy are thoſe: 
vhich moſt pleaſe our imaginations. Men 
give us every day examples of this truth. 

Does not their behaviour tell us their con · 
tempt for what is juſt and rational? Do 
they mind virtue when it is oppoſed by: 
ambition, vanity, or pleaſure? Are not 
their vices as dangerous and deſtructive 

4 our foibles ? muſt we weak women be 
obliged to ſacrifices they have not the mag- 
K 2 nanimity 
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| nanimity to make? I am not ſuffered to 
love to declare my thoughts, my feel- 
ings—to glory in my attachment to a man 
of ſenſe and honour; and they will boaſt 
of having ruined an innocent virgin of 
having robbed a huſband of his wife—of 
having wantonly defamed a virtuous wo- 
man's character —nay, they will find warm 
and zealous panegyriſts of their villany 
Why have they not imitated the barbari- | 
ans, who, in order to modify women to 
their fancy, have, by denying to them a 
ſoul, taken away from them the right of 
murmur and complaint? But to leave 
me my reaſon, and at the ſame time bid 
me not to make uſe of it—curſe upon 
their folly!“ 
Men and women, Nan 
natural ſtate of war requite upon them all 
the evils they have inhumanly condemned 
a | you 


jou to ſuffer. A pretty woman knows no 
law but her caprice; Me has it in her power 
to be revenged of the injuſtice of men, 
and to make them repent the injuries they 
have done her. Will you become their 
tyrant, Fanny? appear the original of the 
fooliſn picture their diſordered fancy has 
exhibited of a woman -worthy* of their 
eſteem. Captivate the eye affect the 
ſenſes invite the lips to: a kiſ warm the 
heart with; a fervour for pleaſure Lot 
modeſty deny what tender fympathy ſeems 
inclined to grant. To pleaſe men, you 
have no need of other charms.” 

IThe abſurd creatures! they found 
their happineſs upon our hypocriſy, and 
yet wonder that we are not virtuous ! 
By teaching us to deceive, do they not 
teach us to betray ? from one fin to ano» 
ther, the gradation cannot be retarded: 


K 3 by: 
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by ſeruple . Men muſt certainly know the 
„ ee * . AAS cre- 
ated. . Nee 
Moſt men, ne 2 by 
ſenſation they feel and do not reflect 
| xheir reaſon, bribed by their ſenſibilities, 
-neither can nor will ſee us ſuch as we 
really are. It is only in their ſober hours, 
when love does no longer reign in their 
koarts, when deſire has given way to in- 
difference, chat they ſee their error, and 
repent their fally. Tou muſt be their 
fool, or make dupes of them. 

« My election is made; I do not heſi- 
tate: ſince men will regale upon errors, I 


will not entertain them with truths.” 


1 
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M* heart * — what my 

imagination gave it, when Mr.C—— 
came, and attempted to be the ſole creator 
of irs ſenſations. Preſumptuous old man 
Could his fortune veil the abſurdity of 
his reſolution? does the warm language 
of love become the cold lips of a man of 
ſixty ?* Mr. C would be loved for 
himſelf, and not for his gold-—upon lis 
merit only he founded his hope of gain 
ing a young wothan's heart! Was not 5 
his vanity the reproach of his ne | 
my juſtification for abuſing it?? 


I was muſing upon circumſtances] ie 
to have forgotten, when the voice of Mr. 
C—, who aſked for Miſs Funny, awaked 
me from my tender reverie. [I:compoſed 

K 4 my 
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my ſenſes, threw a few tranſient glances at 
the glaſs, and Hepped out. of the parlour. 
Pray go in again, ” Td Mr. C-—, 
5 I have uot tell you. 
I affected the confuſion of an alarmed 
a modeſty- As you have, Sir, no ſecret 
to impart, give me leave to call my mo- 
ther hat you intend to tell me, you haye 
no objection to ſpeak. before her— Hare 
an, S082 bite 2 170d wet bo 
have none, lovely Fanny; yet 1 
viſh ſhe were not preſent. 1 hope you 
eſteem me enough not to fear me.. 
For that reaſon. I ought not to. liſten 
to youz. my eſteem is a prejudice. that may 
prove againſt me. Tour looks. Indeed, 
Sir, I cannot ſtay, with, Ars 29 Þ: 
And a. bluſh told him 7 bat. L ſeemed 
afraid he would gueſs. > | 


| | | 33 4 | have 
Dear Fanny: 1 20h 
. ar «] will 
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I will ſhut my ears. —Iarill not hear.“ 

And I unaffectedly retreated into the- 
parlour. He followed. me —- 

« Dear Fanny, I love you. | 

< I will not believe 1 
What would people. think, ſhould they 
ſee me here with you ?: Will you have my 
reputation fall a victim to your caprice? 

My. character frees you from blame, 
lovely Fanny I am a man of honour 
with me your reputation is as ſafe as your 
mod i ie ee 

« No matter—you are a man." Ir docs 
not become me to be with a man with a. 
man, eſpecially,, who, having openly de- 
clared himſelf an enemy ta marriage, for 
him to. talk of love, is only: to offend; 
for him to be ſeen in private with a wo- 


man, is only: to expoſe her to the laſn af 


E Le 


5 
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denn. © Would een foryou . 
euſe my imprudenee „ " 

&« Tn my 7 ae will find r, Juſt 
fication. © 1 


"Ton" are yet too young, too agree: 
able, 'not to be deemed dangerous. 10 8 1 


_ Charming rann is that * * 
uid of me?” v 
Make me vet "repent What 1 un 
aſhamed to have ſaid.“ 
And with a fh I fteppedto the window. 
Muy ſentimental action threw Mr.C— 
at * feet. y 
«Lord! you frighten me, Ser 
Ohl let me thank yon, dear Fanny, 
for the hope you give me of pleaſing you.” 
41 have given no ſuch hope. | Pray 
* enn come in. I muſt leave 
| you 
— 


And 


THE min or NATURE, 2023 


And he held mie by the hand, which he 
, preſſed amorouſly to his heart. Nan 
Tell me that a man of merit, though 
not in the prime of life, will pleaſeiyou ;; 
tell me that I am that man— 
El will not ſay any ſuch thing to a 
man who will not reſpect the woman he 
loves. Tou are no friend to innocence, 
and you would have me confide in du 
« I am a friend to beauty Do me juſ- 
tice, and I will make you happy.” © 
« What juſtice. n require from 
me“ mihi bm 
* FharaGglcnfeiejnjjanommmbaanicw 
of ſee ing in me a man, who, were he poor, 
would juſtify your attachment to hin 
I know nat, nor do Icare to know, 
the felicities reſulting from affluence. Theẽ 
man of bonour has a right to my heart 3 
to him only I will give it. God forbid I 
K 6 ſhould. 
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man.” git pn o yiverrng by 

+ ee 
a Is nut the doubt an inſult ? i 10 n 
And a tear reproved him for it. 
That tear warms my breaſt with rap- 
turous joy. Dear, dear Fanny 
I ſtarted back, to deprive him of the kiſ 
he wanted to tients: A blue wor b 
Are you not too ſevere ? mne J 

te mme 1 45 

e ee me direct am 
Let us reconcile that love and he 
many let them be friends and unite 
to make us happy. Dear Fanny, you 
deſerve that I ſhould renounce the love of 
myſelf, to love you only. Never was a 
woman more worthy of the ſacrifice of 
Tm e but the K of my paſt 


«Y 


inder 9 x miſery 
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miſery Fanny! I fancied I married an 
an angel. Like you, ſne had an innocent 
look, a virtuous deportment, a conver- 
ſation graced with modeſty: I adored her 
good · nature, and admired the noble ſen- 
ſibilities of her heart. Mrs. C did 
me not long the favour of diſſembling; 
ſhe reſumed her real character; my angel 
dear Fanny, what have I not ſuffered! 
There are no torments in hell equal to 
the ſorrows I endured. Still preſent to 
my mind, forgive if they poiſon it with 
ſuſpicions z if they do not leave me the 
liberty of diſtinguiſhing between you and 
her. The ſlave, who has recovered. his 
liberty, is cautious how he, hazards it 
again. Dear Fanny, 1 ſincerely love 
you—in you centers my happineſs—with- 
out you life would have no charm yet 
eds: | « Yet, 
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— qual Hound 
pes and honour to me. You love me, 
and you heſitate to do me juſtice !| Could 
your hatred be productive of à greater 
conteimpt'?—You' love me ! Never "us 
Ktute the ſacred expreffion again?” 

The look that accompanied my words: 
was irreſiſtibly attractive; it went to the 
heart of Mr. C, to wrap it in illu- 
fions, and tut to reaſon every avenue to 
N eee e eee wont n ee 
A xeſiſt no more — no longer do I dif 
pute you the victory you have con- 
quered. Dear Fanny my fears yield to 
your Ghkrws=—once more I will be 4 huſ- 
band—here is my hand—give me yours ; 
let me ſettle the ſolemn engagement upon 
your + v0 youu me! ſhall. be "my 


— - —_— — 2 


45 grand the ki thit dees his 
folly.” | Nee aal 10 1 2 46} 

418 not your reſolution too precipi: 
tate? Have you well weighed what you 
have' protniiſed Will you not repent to. 
morrowthe offer you have to-day made me 
of your hand ? Do I not too ealily- give 
way to the flattering hope of poſſeſſing 
the man Jeſteem? It is yet in your power 
to ſcreen me againſt the mortal horrors of 
a diſappointment. Reflect flatter me not 
—do not be deluded by the delirium of 
your ſenſes. It may be a tranſient flight 
of paſſion, 'the work of Nature, rather 
than the effect of — Do cnn 
love me?” 

And one ſigh was added to the * 
derneſs of my ' aceent. That ſigh, and 
that accent, compelled his reaſon to con- 
frm what his heart felt. Mr. C ſaw 

in- 
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for the miſeries of his paſt life, and to 
mark with, delight the days he had ſtill to 
live. , Upon his dear Fanny he Javiſhed 
the moſt extravagant praiſes :: he ſaid, he 
had fox ſome time been reading in my 
heart, and diſcoyered. in it every virtue 
that characterizes a diſcreet and ſenlible 
woman. During this paroxyſm, 
me of all the perfections he could think 
of; and then fell on his knees to adore 
the child of his fancy. The homage of | 
Mr. C conſiſting only in a liturgy of 
words, I. let him adore as long and as 
fervently as he pleaſed; He was till at 
my feet, haraſſing me with his „ I love 
you,“ when my mother came into the 
parlour. She feigned a ſurpriſe, mixed 

with indignation. | ; ; 
Mr. C at the feet of Fanny l- N 

1 _ = « He 


He ſays he loyes me, and will he my 
buſband; my heart e me to * 


: lieve him.“ 'S nd 1:9 £ 3 p 2 en 1. : Ty 
« Imprudent F Anny, dated. you avow 
your approbation!”” 1...) 4 


« Envy me not, maar, the ew i 
of hearing her. The innocence of my 
dear Fanny creates delights unknown and 
unfelt before. My ſoul is in my eyes, to 
gaze upon her angelic form in my ears, 
to liſten to her accents - upon my lips, to 
anſwer her tranſporting declarations. No 
man's ſenſibility was ever more vehemently 
affected. Go on, dear Fanny ; ſay. again 
that your heart forces you to believe me. 
It is your huſband who wok you would 
"i the charming words.” 
Dear mother, how can I "dn his 
requeſt? How: often -have. you not told | 
me it was baſe to be falſe ?. Why ſhould 
| con- 


. * " N N ' 
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L en my ſentiments? does not bis 


honour juſtify my fincerity? It ist my 
huſband I ſpeak ; to him only 17avow 
this. 1 am happy in n attach- 


ment to me.“ | 2.14246 1 

40 Lovely girl K an 

And he nw 4 me eee in his 
arms. 4 


My foul is ting no 15 
will I admit to- morrow I will be happy 
o- morrom my name and fortune ſhall 
be yours—this very night, were it. t poſ- 
ſible “ le 
1 and e to my 8 

Tes, this very night 1 would call 
thee my wife. Mrs. Ramſay, you will 
give me your daughter?“ wy 

« ] approve of her choice, Sir. Ne 
is yours, ſince ſhe loves you.” 92 

The preſence of my mother was no 

"= check 
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check to the paſſion uf Mr. C-—0 his joy 
could not keep within the lines of morality; 
he preſumed to talk to his Fanny, as if ſhe 
had been already his wife; and to tell her 


a wiſh he did not tempt her to comply. 


with. Words, however warm, have not 
the energy of a careſs; this, by creating A 
confuſion in our. ſenſes, will often, H well 
ſupported, find a friend in our hearts; at 
the time when nature and virtue are 
ſtruggling for victory, love may intrude 
and crown himſelf with the laurels they 
expected to obtain. | The eloquence of 
Mr. C wanting the expreſſion that 
could perſuade, my reaſon ſpon interpoſed 
between his deſires and my modeſty, a veil 
that commanded bis reſpect. My beha- 
viour pleaſed him the more, as he did not 
ſee in me, either the prude or the co- 
quette, but a woman of feeling under the 
guard of virtue. 


J he 
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The tender, fooliſh; hypocritical ſcene 
began to tire me, when the clock ſtriking 
twelve, Mr. C—— remembered he had 
ſome buſineſs to tranſact. 
What! are you going dp: 
To my lips he eng ae 
pliment deſerved. 16.5 % 10 
41 muſt leave you for à few "WY 
dear Fanny—T will come and f. We the 
evening with you. T 
Then — then — then — how] Wen 
the careſſes of an old man'l I thought 
of his gold, and my diſlike vaniſhed. Mr. 
C was no ſooner gone than I burſt 
into laughter, and ſought, in the certainty 
of being his wife, a compenſation for the 
- conſtraint he had laid upon me, and hoped 
to 'requite myſelf for the hours I ſhould. 
bo condemned ta vegetate with him. 


"i 4 34S 
© = . 
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TY 1. 2122 
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OW, dear wy FY you «ah 
that, your Fanny has found a huſ· 
band ?: „ 34 WEE 


22 not . yet, e If he, 
reflects deliberately and coolly upon. the 


behaviour of his firſt wife, the odds may 


prove in his favour, With you, love 
prevails, and ſilences his reaſon—abſent 
from you, reaſon. uy gain. the aſcen · 
dan: | 
„Will he break * as he * 2˙ 
« Yes, if he fancies himſelf a loſer wat 
keeping it.“ | Fett 
« Conſcious I love him; be vill o. REY 


crifice the - preſent, delight to the fear of 


evils which may not exiſt." 
It may be ſo; 1 


5117 


the 


, _ 
— * 
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the contrary is poſſible; I would have you 
miſtruſt your good fortune, and keep it it a 
ſecret from every body 


Ho eaſily the old 3 =aſ te: 


neved I loved him PMs 1 07 166 

« There are coxcombs and ani 
every age, Fanny=—a man of hionouriniay 
be rainted with the vice of faltion-ney 
Nature makes him a neceflity'of it; What 
man, what woman will believe, that they 


have loft their powers of pleaſing, when 


their ſenſes are ſtill agreeably affected 


when deſire is ſtill alive in their hearts? 


For being natural, it is not the leſs 


 ridiculous—Who could forbear laughing 


at ſeeing a coquette upon tlie verge of 


forty, lay ſnares to the heart of a young 


man or a fop of ſixty, pretend A chim | 
to the affections of a young woman? 
« They are nedeſſary figures to form 


the 
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the enſemble of a tableau;. which folly and 
opinion, the creators of our characters, re- 
quire to be full of variety. They are 
ſnades that give life to the objects placed 
in a favourable light.— Thus, the ſatyrs 
dancing, with the | graces add to their 
charms, and exhibit a group, which, from. 
its abſurdity, is always new and entertain- 
ng bulb 27 Jifd 10 45 3 11 1110 
« The diverſion it procures, is not ade- 
quate to the diſguſt it gives —a connection 
between life and death, may be . 


but can never be agreeable - 1 
Wich ſuch an opinion, you oughtno 
to marry Mr. O.“ | ; 

« What will you have me todo. ? he is 
neh and I am poor. When a portion is 
more regarded than beauty, or virtue, AM 
1 have the choice of a huſband ?— Shall 1 
deſpiſe a felicity which fortune throws in 


fp 
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my way, bt uo cher reaſon than becuuſe 
5 ſhe might have procured me one, better 
; adapted to my youth and ſenſibility ?— 
That refined delicacy would not become 
me Since Mr. O abjures Kis'teaſon 
to pleaſe himſelf, I will not lifteh to mine 
to make myſelf mote miſerable. We are 
two fools in the hands of fate, who may 
drink at the cup of bliſs, he deluded by 
bis dnia, 1 "wy the bares bf 


reality.“ n ha 5 
An old man, Fanny, will infiſtv upon 
your fidelity to him 0 
Does he not, by e me, for- 
feit all his right to it? Since he deceives 
me to ſatisfy a caprice, why ſhould I not 
deceive him to make myſelf happy? A' 
man who wantonly expoſes himſelf to 4 
certain danger, ought neither to complain, 


nor 00" be pelt if he fall a victim to his 
| 17 folly. 
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e folly.—It is abſurd to deſpiſe, or puniſh a 
woman for a fault her huſband has obliged 
her to clone” Biker * men are 
They lead us into che path of vice, and 
yet will have us ſacrifice to virtue! Dear 
4 mother, -PH leave chance to be the judge 
2 of Mr, C—'s(pretenfions—I will wait 
the events; and not ereate them It is 
4 | all chat 1 can promiſe—alis 1 perhaps 
f 
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Mc abel came, 1 be found. his 
Fanny reſolved to confirm her tri- 
3 over him. My dreſs was calculated 
to amuſe his fancy my wit to ſeparate 
the diſtance between us my candour to 
encourage him to warm my, ſenfibility— 
my countenance to entertain his ſpirits 
with a ſucceſſion of delight. —I had ſworn 
enmity to reflection, and bid it not in- 
trude, where pleaſure only was invited to 
preſide. | 
I met Mr. C— el a half bluſh, 
and a half ſmile—then with the geſture 
of innocence tendered him my hand, upon 
which he printed an ardent kiſs. 
What made you ſtay ſo long? 


* heſe two hours I have been wiſhing for 
you,” y 


2 Thoogh 
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Though abſent, dear Fanny, my 


heart was with you—It was not in iy 
power to come ſooner. Let this parlour 
be this evening conſecrated to love 
Suffer no body to break in upon us.“ 5 

« What! not even my mother D“ 

_ * Yout mother is welcome nobody 
elle but diſcretion, IONS and plea- - 
ure: ?: 216 Ale ed; nend 

Nou — — m_ often 
this morning did you not 

I ſtopped and bluſned. 

« Your diſcretion makes me prog 
my mother's preſence? 2 t 
© The huſband and Es lover was 
guilty.” r beten! 

« Modeſty does not approve of that 


diſtinction; the Ruſband and the lover 


mingle too obſeurely one in another for me 
to know Which of chem acts and ſpedks, 
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Either be more diſcpeet, or let us not be 
along en z uc de a. Ae 
Lou are too handſome, dear Fanny, 
not to make me forget the reſolution you 
deſire me to form. Aſł not the man who 
loves you, a tribute ãt would be a diſgrace 
for him to pay, and for you to receive. 
At your age, tranſports, and 2 reſpect, 
ought to be offered. They are the only 
homage it becomes me Mn it be- 
comes you to weleome. T! 

« Were you my Wee I -wauld 
gratefully accept it my lover muſt talk 
another language, and behave im another 
manner. I will have no faith in his honour 
the moment he offends my W 
ſubſtitutes, loye for reſpect “, 


The dignity; of my cent immedi 


„ 


ately created the ſentiment L wanted to in- 


aa ee of diſpleaſing, Mr. Comm 
| 5 contented 
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contented? himſelfowith: ralking—talking | 
and talking again of my charms, my vir- 
tues, and of his happineſs. No-. and 
then, carried away by the impetuoſity of 
his praiſes, he attempted to take what, the 
minute aftet, I ſuffered him to ſteal! The 
flights of an old man's paſſion are to 4 6 
young woman, what falſe wit is to the 
man of genius. —an object of contempt, or 
of raillery. More than once to conceal 
my diſlike, or to fix its contraſt on my 
features, I was obliged to think of Mr. 
Css fortune. One thought upon the 
advantages of gold, inſtantly tevived my 
languiſhing ſoul, and graced my deport · 
ment with all the ſeductiofis of love and 
pleaſure. How different che hours I had 
ſpent with 'Farrel 1 durſt not indulge 
a reflection upon that difference it would 
have given my countenance the character 
L 3 o 


| 
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mee not to be ro- 
ſented. n niet vin bo © [ 

\ Two. bands wakes ack imagination 
of, Mr..C— were luxuriouſly fed with 
my. converſation and conduct. 

> «You have, dear F anny, riſen ſuperior 
to my opinion of you. My heart had 
made me ſenſible of your beauty, but my 
reaſon, at preſent, has convinced me of 
ſon, or your character, I. love the moſt 
You are a treaſure I do not deſerve to 
Poſſeſs— ho happy am I to be the firſt 
who has known itg value. be che firſt 
to whom au have choſen to make a pre · 
ſent of j it; " Young, handſome; witty; vou 
bave been loved—have:you?? ) 
have, Sir; but my heart has felt 
only for you. By you only have I been 
taught to love. No man before you ever 

] cauſed 
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cauſed: in my breaſtModeſty forbids me 
to tell the emotions, with which, had it not 
been for „ un- 

acquainted '? | 7 5M 
I bluſhed, and caſt my eyes down. 
„Oh! let me adore thee for the inge- 
nuous confeſſion thou haſt made. 1 have 
taught thes to love? 
Mr. C=—s joy could no longer be 
expreſſed in words; ſighs, tears,” and; ar- 
dent careffcs ' were alternately che elo- 
quence he employed; Though . 
ved in * 2 ny Su pt 
invicing nt me to ere ue «co 
heard and obeyed; ups OL 
« My hand, Lit Fanny, will tos 
morrow make "amends for my indifcre- 
tions of this day. Forgive me, I am 
blameleſs Had you not robbed. me of 
L 4 ns my 
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my reaſon, I ſhould not have offendet;] [i 
will give you a proof of my eſteem, ſince- 
rity, and confidence'in you? 1 7 5 
He took a ſhagreen 2750 out . 2 
pocket. i 1 
Fo Them man who bas ih 8500 to love, 
ven longs to call thee his wife, preſents 
thee with this. Here is a ſet of trifles 
without which thou couldſt not appear in 
the polite; world Wear them to-morrow 
—Let me at preſent ſee them upon thee 
They will not add to thy beauty, dear 
per AgB haſt no Nan af; them to 
pleaſe.“ 9 Rel i 5 
4 Ring a ebe! gold. is not 
ſo exquiſite a food for ja: woman's vanity 
as jewels. My ſoul darted inſtantly into 
my eves to feaſt upon them. At that mi- 
nute, had not ſelf-intereſt flenced my gra- 
tirade, I might have taken 'conge of my 
— | modeſty 


2 


— 
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modeſty im the arms of Mr. O— . The: 
man did not read my heart Vanity con- 
cealed its delight and. I viewed the cap - 
tivating toys with the utmoſt indifference. 
| Dear Mr. H ——. happy in the poſ- | 
ſeſſion, of your heart, I value no; other 
good. My ſole vanity is to appear ami 
able in your eye -t boaſt your attach-- 
ment te me-—to hear you ; bleſs the day, 
when, you have ſen, me. Take theſe 
jewels z modeſty; is the. dreſs of a wife: 
want no other to be eſteemed. and, do- 
you honour.” che 6. ord 
Talk net in that ee « ſhall 
fink-under the intolerable bliſs. ,; J chought 
I knew: you, Fanny —yet at every word 
you ſpeak, I find. a new motive to: love, 
reſpect, and admire you. Tour contempt 
of theſe, gaudy, rifles, is the praiſe of your 
Judgment, | However, my rank/and for- 
e 
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eus oblige- hon to wear them. Phe 
wortd is cenſorious; rhey' would not com-. 
phment your modeſty with the ſacrifice of 
an ornament in which almoſt every woman 
wiſhes eagerly to appear. Out of reſpect 
for myſelf, I muſt inſiſt upon your actepts 
ing theſe jewels.” {1 

4 Four will is my law. Commäand 
aca is Her duty to obey.· 

They will Have an admirable effect 
upon you. Put on theſe ear-rings; 
Eord! how chattningly you wok! 1 This 
1 on 
The ſalizaire he would put on bine 
ies my boſom.eould 1 deny hm? 1 
ſmiled and ſmiled; Mr. CL trifling, 
gave me no reaſon to repent my eomplai- 
ſarices Not once could he pereeive the 
iinprefion bis diamonds made upon my 
ſenſes. What could I hive faid to a man 


. whom, 
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whom, from the importance” of his pre- | 
ſent,” I could. confider in no other liche 
than in that of my hufband s 

« This. diamond ring This watch 
Now, Fanny, come to tlie glaſs. How: 
do you like yourſelf ?? ? | 

< ] ſhall pride only in your opinion of 
me; tell me what I will not aſk. the _ 
to tell me—— 

4] adore thee.” 

„ Then I have alt the charms aſenGble 
woman can with to poſſeſs ?“ 

And 1 drew back to my chair, careleſs: 
of the bemities I owed t to the brillianey of 
my dreſs. l 3 

cs Formed to ceaſe, chen haſt no vas 
nity F Thy moderation, dear Fanny, is 
not the virtue of thy ſex ; I never knew a 
woman who was not extremely fond: * 
viat thoo doſt deſpiſe ““ 

L 6 « Shs 
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She had not a man of your merit, for 
ber huſband. Give me leave to put off 
the fine things you have given me.. 
« Your mother muſt ſee you.“ 
Out he went to call her. 
Good God!” exclaimed the, dating 
at the figure I made, is that my Fanny? 


You look ten thouſand tunes handſomer 


| than you did, Oh Fanny] be eyer 


worthy of the hand that made you ſuch a 
preſent. I have lived to ſee my Fanny 
loved by a man of honour! God be 
praiſed, I ſhall wait death without fear 
and impatience .. 
Mrs. Ramifer, you ſhall wa in your 
daughter's happineſs: in me ſhe will find 
a tender generous huſband ; in me you 
will find an honeſt zealous friend. | 
My mother, gave to her thanks | the 
expreſſion of a en grateful heart the 
excellent 
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excellent actreſs. I Was, tempted. t to > be⸗ 
lieve ſhe performed without art.. 

I had. talked. fo much of modeſty, that: 
Mr. Os, reſpects , triumphed ,, the 
whole evening over the deſire of alarming 
it. Circumſtanced as we were, ought not 
that defirg to have dictated his behaviour? 
Was not his reſpect ill · timed and offen- 
five ? Could not my eharms infuſe ſome 
of the ſpirits of youth into his veins 2. 


Vanity made me attempt to operate the 
miracle. In vain did. love form and 


grace my attitudes —In vain, more than 
once, did I exhibit the image of 3 
Mr. C— was proof againſt the charms, | 
ek. He gazed, ſighed, ſaid «] 
love you,” chen ſtopped to drink to the 
happineſs. he ſhould enjoy the next a day. 
Upon what Mr. | flats founded the hope 
of his enjoyments of the next day, 1 could 
not 
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not conceive, Were I not at that inſtant 
armed with all the ſeductions that embel. 


Ih a woman? Did not the difference be- 
nt nr wen- e by love and 


lovely ? If the miſtreſs had not the 


| could be che expectations s' of the wife? 


Some prude wilt not fail to eondemn 
my vanity; to affirm tliat che heart of 
woman is free from that exceſs of depra- 
vity. A prude is an impoſtor, who, like 
the ſharper," muſt talks of honour, that 
the may convert your creduliry to her 
beſt advantage. F 14 
The boldneſs of Mr. — amazed 


me; at bis years to take a young wife! 


I thought of a a miſer, and faid inwardly, 


Is not his gold the torment of his life? 


| Should I not be like that gold in the 


hands 
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hands of Mr. C——, That reflection 
was not ſeen in my countenance; I looked 
like Venus, waiting for the tranſports of 
Adonis. Mr. C— was not Adonis 
He left me to reflect whether it would not 
de more prudent for me to remain Fanny 
Ramſay, than to be his wife? His hap⸗ 
pineſs was not the ſubject of che debate, 
it was his buſineſs to think of that him- 


ing in the affirmative, I ſubmitted to her 


_— 
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Hen 360 1 Ge iD ef 10 hs. 
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1. ns BG pad the 
next morning, when I received" al billet 
from Mr. C-—. My heart ſfirunk in- 
ſtantly through the fear of a diſappoint 
ment a billet from Mr. C who had 
promiſrd to conte early to tales me to the 
church! MV Hhatd! ttembled. E durſt 
not open the billet -I gave it to my 
mother to peruſe it. She ſmiled my 
heart revived. 
« You have loſt a huſpand, Fanny, and 
got a lover; I believe the change is in 


your favour, you may be a gainer by it.” 
& What do you mean, mother?“ 
Read That billet will tell you my 
meaning.” 


* . Miſs 


ſerving vou, and, the loye of your duty 
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1 N Fanny Randy ü 
2 Dear Fanny bein: 
„I am old—you; are, young The 

diſparity of our age, which you, forced me 
yeſterday to forget, intruded forcibly laſt 
night into my mind. Reflection has 
made me ſenſible of my folly, and of the 
injuſtice I ſhould have done you. Our 
ſenſibilities cannot aceord . Jealouſy v would 


accompany my conſciouſne ls of not de- 


would certainly be facrificed | to the love. 
of yourſelf, - Nature is the inveterate 
enemy of an huſband of fixry 3 her dic- 
tates would gradually bribe your modeſty, | 
or, at the beſt, create only, a contempt. 
of me—That. contempt, increaſed by my 
ſuſpicions, my whims, and my dominion, 
might incline you to revenge —that re- 
venge the world would applaud. "Dear 

f 0" F anny, 
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Fanny, as my: apology would not be ad- 
mitted, and your miſery would not repair 
my boncur; I chink” it more reaſonable 
for you and for me to renounce the ſtare 
of marriage. N 6h "I 
et As your lover, I will [Up 4 no enn 
vpon your conduct and” manner; your 
own pleaſure mall be the role of them. 
Not having the dignity of a wife to fup- 
port, you may affume any character, pur 
on any features,” give yourſa" any coun- 
tenance you pleaſe. Imagination may 
form * morals; it 18 only in your 
gaiety,  good-nature, and {nhibilities, 
that T ſhalt ſeck for Bappinet. y The 
world, who would deſpiſe you were you 
poor, will eſteem you, as you live inde- 
pendent, | The woman of gallantry, in 
an elegant equipage, has her panegyriſts; 

virtue in rags, dear Fanny, does not find 
| _ the 


he 
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the ſame-indulgence;z he is generally aa 
carefully avoided, as the other is courted 
and admired- Love, dear Fanny, with 
not make me recant ; my reaſon is at pre- 
ſent invincibly armed againſt his power. 
| will not be a. huſband—L; confirm! the 
gift of the jewels They are youre. Lee 
not my generoſity determine you in my 
favour From your heart only I expect a 
reſolution chat will make- me happy 
Thurſday next, I ſhall ſend fon the anſwer, 


Is this the ftyte of à man w doared 


upon me? How cavalrerly he writes and 


breaks is word He will not be a Huf- 
band! Is nor my fate very” fingular'? 
Three times upon the brink of matrimony, 
and yet Fam not à wife: All my chances 
for a huſband! are now vaiſhed, finte 4 
man of honbur will vie with knaves inf 
impudence, and, like them, deal in in- 
famy, 


— —— _ — 
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famy.. Mr. C. never eſteemed me 


his! generoſity was ſhare he ſpredd' for 


my innocence Through my / gratitude, | 
he hoped to come at my heart. He knew 
female vanity, always panting after gold, 
jewels, and independency. Under the 
ſanction of the word Marriage, he made 


me confeſs an inclination I did not feel 


a deſire of being loved by him, with which 
he- had not warmed my breaſt. He 
thinks 1 ſhall not have the audacity to re- 
tract what I have faid—that the ſhame | 
of appearing falſe will make me comply 


with his propoſals--that poverty the 


wretch !-—my. curſes attend him ! that 
poverty will make me overlook the affront 


he puts upon me. I could tear his heart 


deceived by an honeſt, man . What Jaw 
authorizes him to abjure his principles in 
to, trample: under his foot religion and 

virtue, 
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virtue, in his tranſactions with me? Are 


deceit andiperjury no erimes hut bet ek 
man and man? Mr. C permits Him- 
{elf to delude me, and then te laugh at | 

my credulity 1+ Vet he is an honeſt man l 
What will not rogues do, when an h oneſt 
man does not bluſh at an act of villany ? 
He dares to praiſe vice to encourage me 
to it to offer a reward for my contempt 
of virtue. Vet he is an honeſt mars! con- 
found his honeſty ! He is as arrant a 


| raſcal as Farrel, ar Sir George. Throw 


that infamous letter into the e 
With your leave, I'll keep it;“ ſaid 
my mother, burſting into laughter. 
« There is in it the ratification of the 
preſent he made you yeſterday. That 
proof may be neceſſary, ſnould you not 
accept his terms. Come, Fanny, com- 
poſe your mind; you have canted enough 
. in 


* D D ar NA URE; 
xetic-ſtrain, pray what 
Jg, have: yyow--laffered? the loſs of his 
hand. Is this a compenſation for the loſs 
of your liberty for the perpetual reſtraint 
under which you would have lived-—for 
1 the daily ſacriſice of -yaur: ſenſibility? 
+ Had his hand deprived you of your feel- 
ings, and made you glory in the practice 
of your duties, I. ſhould ſincerely pity 
vou, and :curſe the man who had robbed 
you of the ineſtimable advantages attend- 
ing a virtuous life. But did you entet- 
tain the hope of ſuch an alteration in your 
diſpoſition and character? Was that 
hope the motive that induced you to be- 
come his wife? No, no, Fanny It was 
the hope of being at liberty to indulge 
your vanity, and the numerous train af 
your other paſſions. But with ſuch 2 
huſband, you could not have enjoyed that 
liberty; 
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liberty; his Jealouſy would have been an 
Argus, hom it would not have been in 
your power to lull aſleep. Had yu by 
chance outwitted him, aother chante 
might hive favoured him with the diſcs- 
very of pour gilt; * What would have 
been the "conſequences of it? to lik 
again, with the addition of infamy, into | 
your preſent unhappy ©firuation, "Dreſs, 


equi pages, 4 ſumptuous table, the reſpelt 
of the world, would not have fi lenced 


the ſenlibilities in your heart. In the 
midſt of ſplendor and luxury you would 
have been miſerable. The ſight of a 
woman happy in the ſmiles of her huſ- 
band, would have made you abhor the 
day, when, at the ſhrine of your vanity, 
you ſacrificed the ſenſations of natu re. 
To the magnificence of your houſe; you 
would have preferred the ſimplicity of a 
| Cottage, 


* 


; 
{1 
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cottage, with dhe; man ou heatt vou 
haye choſen to inhabit it with you. Exery 
where, yo : would have carried in our 
. a ſpring of the; moſt fatal neaſi- 
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neſs... Plays, muſic, diſſpation, yould 
| have added to the keennels, of your feel- 
ings, the deſpairing impoſſibility of ga- 
tifying them. Rejoice, Fanny, in the 
dUſlappointmens Nou have met—thank your 
guardian angel, for having, clcaped, the 
evils that threatened n n ve * 14 
a ol. here is truth 1 in what 2 — lay—Yet 
1 am vexed, to be deceived j in my expecda · 
rions—This morning I was ſo certain, of 
being a; vife— and am complimented 
with che offer of being a miſtreſs! The 1 
man who adored, my, modeſty, deſires me 

pans make to him the lacritice of my virtue th 
What a contempt theſe honeſt men have co 
of a woman's virtue What a villain! *** W 
| ; 2 To 
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Keep the; jewels, a 
notice of him.? 

6 No—by all that is ond, I will ty 
revenged | His jewels are not a ſufficient 
expiation of his impertinence —his purſe 
ſhall bleed —his example I will follow. 
Why ſhould 1 {crugle to uſe the weapons 
he has employed againſt me? Perſidy for 
perfidy—no better treatment ſhall he re- 
ceive from me. I will not defer till 
Thurſday - my anſwer to him A delay 
might put him upon his guard, This 
very day I will inflict upon him the * 
niſhment he deſerves.” 

I ſat. down, and wrote. the a 
lines: K 

« Have I ſaid J loved you, only be 
the victim of my candour, and of my 
confidence in you? Ungenerous man 
Why will you diſgrace the woman you 

Vol. I. M eſteem ? 


eep 
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eſteem ? Why will you abuſe your power 
over her? Oh! would it were in my 
power to hate you! Poor Fanny! Who 
will pity Fanny, when the man ſhe loves 
turns her enemy? Fortune I deſpiſed— 
Your heart was the ſole good I was am- 
bitious to poſſeſs. I avowed it, and I am 
puniſhed for my ſincerity! © You will 
not be a huſband!” and yet I till love 
you! How weak I am Keep, from me; 
out of humanity do not come to ſee me— 
Give my reaſon time to conquer my paſ- 
ſion for you—you could have made me 
happy, and you make me miſerable!” 
7 W This, mother, if he loves me, will 
bring him at my feet. Send it—Pl] ſtay 
in this room. It muſt be the theatre of 
my triumph, and of his diſgrace. » Troft 
to me that honeſt man, who, to humour a 
caprice, is become the advocate of vice.” 
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cn A P. XXVII. wg 


Y letter had'the ſucceſs I — 
I Theard Mr. C — coming up ſtairs: 
as I intended to arm his ſenſes againſt, his 


reaſon, I threw: myſelf upon a couch, in 
the careleſs manner of a woman too much 


decency. of her dreſs. The attitude of de- 


ſpair is often the attitude of voluptuouſ- 


neſs, Mr. C confirmed that opinion; 
he no ſooner entered the room, than, in- 
ſenſible of my grief, he fixed all his at- 
tention upon the beauties I artleſsly diſ- 
played. A gauze handkerchief covered 


my eyes; it was a veil behind which my 


modeſty could enjoy, with impunity, the 


impreſſions I made. Mr. C—, fancy-. 


ing I thought myſelf alone, devoured my 
M 2 _ perſon 


* 
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perſon with the greedy eye of fierce de- 


fire: my loud ſobbings encouraged his 


ſighs, and his ſhort exclamations of love 


and admiration. 
00 How hard my fate!” e I 


with a deſponding accent. I boved 
thought I was loved—Oh! my Pere 


Will be my death. deg I 10 


No, dear Fanny, it will be the ipring 


of an ever-increaſing delight. 


” Lord ! * what do T hear? Fou repent; 
you will make your Fanny happy! My 
heartrevives—Come—tell yourFulliythat 
you will make her happy.“ 

« will make her happy.”—— 

And his looks told me—their expreſ- 
fion was too libertine not to {betray the 
lover. The man, far from repenting his 
injuſtice to me, declared in his counte- 


nance a defire to add an inſult to it. I did 
not 
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not do him the honour of a fear, that 
might have emboldened him to offend, 
my innocence awed him into reſpect 
Seemingly unconſcious of the diſorder of 
my dreſs, I ſuffered him to drink of the 
cup of temptation; Whilſt, Mr. C 
was getting intoxicated with the bewitch- 
ing liquor, he dared to laugh at my 
ſcruples, and draw, with a great deal of 
humour, the picture of a married ſtate, 
and the life of a kept miſtreſs. This c- 
louring rendered the firſt ſo odious, the 
laſt ſo lovely, that I concluded it was 
needleſs to challenge the impartiality of 
his pencil, and to oppoſe a reſolution, he 
was abſolutely determined not to break, 

« You will not then be my huſband ?” 

No, dear Fanny, that we May. be the. 
happier.” 

Can vice procure happineſs A 


M 3 : « Your 


| 
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* Your virtue, dear Fanny, is not the 
virtue of a married woman yours is at 
your diſpoſal—you may do with it what 
you pleaſe—no body has a . to call 
you to an account for it.“ 
Does not religion bid me to be vir- 
_ Fe 37 12.4 

Religion is obliged to conſecrate what 
the political law commands. Always ſub- 
ſervient to the occaſions of the legiſlators, 
| Here the calls virtue, what in another 
country is looked upon as à vice.“ 
«You have no religion, and yet are 
commended for your probity! “. 
ln my buſineſs, or connections with 
men, Iam guided by opinion, which would 
mark me with an indelible diſgrace, ſhould 
I not act as a man of honour.” In my plea- 
ſures 1 receive no law but from Nature. 
« Does not Nature forbid you to ſeduce 
a maid, 


at 
all 


12 * 
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a maid, who, by complying with your 
wiſhes, is doomed to univerſal contempt?” 
Men, and not Nature, diſtinguiſh be - 
tween eſteem and contempt. She has 
created us to love and to be happy our 
pleaſures are the only Oey worthy of 


her.“ it, Nl 
« If men will nahi what avails the 
authority of Nature?” 


“Their reaſon is het Babs of their 
paſſions it is not what is good that they 
always eſteem, What is bad that they al- 
ways deſpiſe: In your ſituation they will 
connive at a conduct, which they will 
openly condemn i in a woman of fortune. 
She might run away with a favourite foot: 
man, and be juſtified by the public, when 
a young man of faſhion would be uni- 
verſally ridiculed” for- taking with you a 
trip ene The inconſiſtency, which 

M 4 repre- 


- — — 


the reverſe of each other, dictates almoſt 
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repreſents the ſame action under two lights, 


every judgment they pronounce upon what 
they ſee, hear, or feel. I ſee them agree 
in nothing but in cheir opinion of poverty; 
they all unanimouſly have voted it con- 
temptible. Love, dear Fanny, muſt repair 


my riches are yours—let me open before 
you a career of delights—the path I will 
lead you into will be ſtrewed with flowers,” 


oh! Mr. CI Mr. C . 


And I returned ow he had breathed 
upon' my lips, 2 $. J 

„Will you a love me? ſhall I 
never repent the ſacrifice 112 

I Roppid;--bluflctd>—Rniled—s 

« Lovely Fanny——!” T | | 


* 5 


— 


Dear Mr. 0 — * ir $81 
* Hnguage''0 ol FOO cannot, 


| without 


** 
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vitbout danger, be uttered, even to LY E 00> 


4 man we. moſt deteſt : my heart, I know, ; 
not how, was affected by the tenderneſs / 
; of my expreſſions 5. L ated involuntarily, 


for a few minutes, the part of a real lover; 

and had more to fear from myſelf, than 
from the indiſcretions of Mr, C—— Inter 
An old man does not create the illuſtons ; 
which turn a woman's head; nor does he 4 
enliven thoſe, which are her on work. 
in ſpite of Nature, I ſoon- recovered my 
N reaſon; tothe ridiculouſneſsof Mr. Cf 7s 
behayiour 1 was jndehred, for it, I. es 
going to burſt into laughter, when diſcre- 
tion whiſpered me to obſcure it into a 


i ſmile. My, confidence in the ſobriety, 55 ; 
my ſenſes, gave me over. Mr. Dar e 
the advantages 1 could wiſh, A "ak 
forced pity into his breaſt, when my, faint 

t, M 5 Ebnat n. 


ut 


q 


1 
4 
l i 
: 


— — — — 
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dear Mr. C, do not make a Nn 
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reſiſtance encouraged him to'ſhew' me no 


„Tou cry, Fanny, when love ought 
to fill your heart with rapturous joy !” 

Love is the cauſe of the tears I ſhed 
in vain does it incline me to make you 
happy, I muſt not obey its dictates. An 
oath - would 1 had not ſworn it! Oh! 


of your- Fanny.“ ; Fs 1402 DION 
78 INES N 1123248 
„My mother read your letter; ue 

knew my paſſion for you, and foreſaw the 


conſequences of it. She forbad me to 


ſee you any more; my heart was ready 
to burſt with grief. Not to ſee you, 
dear C-— ! the cruel order was worſe 
than death — I fainted — my mother 
was moved ſhe conſented to my ſeeing 

16 you 


1 


e 9 
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you But firſt, ſhe would have me ſwear 
would not make you happy, before 2 
ſettlement ſhould put it out of your power 
to make me repent my faith in your ho- 
nour. Dear Mr. C, your conduct 
appeared to juſtify her prudence -I had 
no reaſonable objection tooppoſe—1 ſwore, 
not the oath ſhe diftated; my heart could 
not miſtruſt my lover I only ſwore I 
would deny what you would tempt me to 
grant, till you had made a handſome pro- 
viſion for her. She is my mother have 
a ſiſler. Can I live in affluence, and leave 


them in diſtreſs? Let not your Fanny, 
dear Mr, C , come into your arms but 
to make you ſupremely happy. If you 
love me, reſpe& my innocence; ſpare me 
the torment of a remorſe, that would pall 

all the enjoyments of love.“ 
Command —ſay what I muſt do, and 
M 6 I will 


. 
i 
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* 


I will obey; take my word—I wilk-ca 
ply. with all thy demands. Dear, dear 
Fanny, this minute is not made for idle 
talk and reflections. . 21) tete 
He was right; the attitude we were in 
was an enemy to te. 
Oh, dear Mr. C, iden me 
not, ſince you prefer your pleaſure to my 
happineſs. Your word does not invalidate 
my oath; my conſcience, which does not 
repine at the ſacrifice of my virtue in 
favour of the man I love, ſhudders at the 
idea of perjury: I will not be Sailer of 
m2? | a {2h 
Had he dicbeyed, would it not have 
been too late to command? What would 
have become of the revenge I had vowed 
againſt him? Did I deſerve he ſhould 
obey? Had I not relied too much upon 
my reaſon, and my contempt of Mr. 
Comm ? 


— — —— — 


% 


pO . Cot The ſentiment of my impru- 
Ir dence ſtruck me with: feapy that fear made 
me almoſt defenceleſs. A ſudden colour- 


ing, which he might have taken for the 

n hue of deſire, ſeemed to tell him not to 
1 obey. I was more lucky than wiſe Mr. 
* n C — miſtook * en ane 
V for indig nation. hor n en 
te The ſacrice of your virtue, n 
dt Fanny, deſerves the ſacrifice of my de- 
in ſires -I love myſelf too much not to 
1e 

of 


make it Certain of your affection, I will 
not rifle what you will give. God forbid 
I ſhould make you a prey to remorſe! 
Your breaſt muſt only know the ſenſation 
of eee SNte have . 


ed to refuſe,” FX | 

1d * ne wo 1 bend Shaka more, 
on that, againſt myſelf, thou haſt been the 
Ir. protector of my innocence ! Oh! were 


a? | f it 
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it not for the oath I have ſworn I would 
make thy ſoul riot in delights. Love gives 
thee this kiſs—this receive from grati- 
tude—make my mother happy—and love 
and gratitude will invite thee to my arms, 
One thouſand pounds will pay the debts 
of my mother, and ſettle my ſiſter in the 
world. As to me, I want thy love, and 
not thy generoſity my happineſs I truſt 
to thee.” fv 885 220 

Mr. C-— loved me, and was not a 
+ miſer—he did not heſitate, | 
„ will go and fetch that money z 
then—then, dear Fanny —“ 

« Then, dear Mr. C-—, you ſhall 
have a reward worthy of you,” 
Mr. C— was too impatient to im- 

merſe himſelf in bliſs, to ſtay one minute 
longer. I had the modeſty not to com- 
pliment myſelf with the honour of my 
| lucky 
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lucky eſcape—To delude Mr. C — I had 


deluded myſelf—I forcibly finiſhed, by 


performing the part I at firſt mimicked. 
Innumerable-are the means of ſeduction 


innumerable are the enemies of virtue ! 


Nature and vanity are not the moſt dan- 


gerous of them; their effects are known— 


we may be prepared againſt them. But 
who will be upon his guard, where he 
foreſees no danger 


— ä —— DD, ᷑ — 
— — _ Sn — - _ - 
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| Had hardly communicated to my 7 mo- 
ther the ſcene 1 had acted with Mr, 
— if and received the com pliments my 
ingenuity merited, when my lover en- 


tered the room 3 | he flew to me, and claſp- 
ing me in his arms . | 

e Thave brought death to yourſcruples— 
life to your love for me. Here, dear 
Fanny, are bank notes for the ſum. you | 
have aſked.” ; ; 
I know not which of us was the better 
pleaſed ; either he for giving, or I for re- 
ceiving, what, at that time, appeared to 
me an immenſe fortune. \ 
Now, dear F anny, your conſcience 
muſt be ſatisfied; the ſtings of remorſe 
cannot 


OW CS WW - 
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cannot torment you. No longer bound 


by your oath, you are at liberty to return | 


love for love, tranſport for tranſport.” |. 

His generolity, his manner, the fire of 
his action, intereſted my heart in his fa- 
your : the deſire; of revenge gave way to 
more tender emotions. Mr. C— gave 


me no time to think of the injury he had 


done me—the fever of his paſſion paſſed 


into my veins - deſire ſtruck my ſenſes 


with its moſt poignant fierceneſs. The 
powers of our ſenſibility did not agree ; 
Mr. C loſt an opportunity he was 
never to ſeize again. The bluſh of ſhame 
animated our features—its cauſe: was a 


contraſt to each other—I bluſhed for the 


ſurrender of my reaſon to my feelings; he, 


for—for—Who will tell me why I was 


offended at it?? Nature ang Reaſon will 
you never * 
Revenge 
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Revenge being yet in my power, | 


would add to its ſeverity the endearing 


carefſes"'of a lover; and like the king, 
who ſmiles upon the man he intends to 
diſgrace, ſink him at once into miſery, 
from the height of happineſs. A ſide- 
glance called Mr. C into my arms 
a tender careſs emboldened his ſoul—and 


the bluſh of ſhame vaniſhed before the 


ſentiment of  pleafure. My glory de- 


manded a reparation he gave it —in 


words, and I appeared fatisfied- with it; 
Delighted with my innocence, which did 
not put him to the neceſſity of a juſtifi- 
cation that might have humbled him, Mr. 
C— was in a glee. The inſtant being 


favourable to my plan, I roſe to put it in 


execution. 
« You have made me this long forget 
my mother, dear Mr, C=— ; give me 


N to call her.“ 


And 


Mr. C,“ reſumed i, with a 


1 * 2 8 
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And without waiting for his anſwer; 1 
ſtepped to the door; my mother came; 
1 took the bank notes, and —_ them. . 
them to her 
This is a — to you hook Mr. 


C-; may you be happy with it!“ 
And dropping a nn e. to 


Mr. C, 


e thank you, Sir, for the ene 1 
The ſolemn dignity of my accent . 
priſed him; how he ſtared! | 


tone of voice,” * you have broken your 
word, I will not keep mine; you will not 


be my huſband, I will not be your miſ- 


treſs ; you have deceived me, I have de- 
ceived you. To my fooliſh ſenſes,” com- 
manded by a gratitude I did not owe you, 
and the ſudden extreme vivacity of your 
raptures, you have been indebted for the 
advantages 


— 
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advantages you had: over me. Hatred 


and contempt were forcibly ſilenced in my 
heart. You thought that love cauſed my 


tranſports; they were the work of intoxi- 


cated nature. Had your powers equalled 
your preſumption, I ſhould not, even then, 
have been yours. Thanks to my good 
fortune, I may ſtill boaſt my virtue! My 
reſolution is fixed; I never will ſee you 


any more. Dare to complain, or to flan- 
der, your letter will be my juſtification, - 


Come, mother, let us Icave that honeſt 
man, who would rob your daughter of 


her innocence, and you of your honour.” 


And with the mien of indignation, 
and the ſmile of contempt, I left him to 


feel the diſgrace he had bw upon 


himſelf. 
I will not attempt the picture of Mr. 


| C——'$ countenance—it was chara&er- 


THE: 'CHILD' OF. / NATURE, 26x 


iſtic. L will ſay na more — Reader, let 


your imagination hold the pencil, and 
draw what I have not has Wy to de- 
ſcribe 4211455 


We had not _ Ry (nents 


_ rejoicing at my ſucceſs; before Mr, C—- 
came down, and went away without tak- 


ing leave ef his dear, fond, and inno- 
cent Fanny. | 
Who will condemn me for deceiving a 
man, who was virtuous only through the 
fear of the puniſhment inflicted upon vice? 
A man, who, conſcious of my love for him, 
wandered immediately from the path of 
honour, to corrupt my innocence? A man, 
who proſtituted the ſacred word of mar- 
riage, to make me the victim of his paſ⸗- 
fion? A man, who ſwore and perjured 
himſelf? A man of ſixty, who, from 


- © Expe- 
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experience, ought to have learned the ab- 
ſurdity of a connection with a woman of 
my age—and be armed againſt her art 
and ſeduCtions ? ? God forbid there ſhould 
be among my readers one ſo diveſted of 
n as to pity him. geg 


41 
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* 


CHAP. XXX. 


*O NE thouſand pounds !” exclaimed 
my mother with rapture; looking, 


and looking again upon the bank notes. 


« You have carried your revenge too 


far Upon my conſcience, Mr. n 
deſerved to be rewarded. One thouſand 


pounds! It is a bribe indeed 

« An old man ought not to play the 
fool; if he does, he muſt pay for it. 
This is an excellent adventure; it has 


had a turn I hardly expected. With that 


ſum, and my jewels, we are prepared 
againſt the frowns of fortune. Pay the 
debts of my father, and your own. , Let 
the ſurplus be divided between you, my 
ſiſter, and myſelf.” 


My mother looked with amazement at 


me 


* 
— —— — — — 


% 
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me Tears flowed from her eyes. Igno- 
rant of the cauſe of her ſudden emotion, 
I begged ſhe would tell it me. 
My tears, dear Fanny, e e 
joy. Forgive me—I did not expect thee 
to be juſt and generous—lI am happy to 
find virtues in thy character. Thou haſt 
in proſperity betrayed a nobility of ſoul, 
which, in adverſity, n 
ible.“ | Tree 
Am I, not, as an daughter and a 
ſiſter, obliged ta reſpest the m I 
my father, and to make you, and. Retſy 
ſhare in my. happineſs? There is ſue 
no praiſe due to what I. do. remember, 
indeed, a time, when I 2 both unjuſt 
and ungenerous 1 to you—but the ſum was; 
ſo ſmall, it gave me no temptatien to do 
good: Had it been as conſiderable, as 
what I Lol at preſent, 1 ſhould. pro- 
bably 
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bably have acted as I now. do. Do not 
give me the merit of my conduct; it is 
more the effect of n en 
than of reflection—g—ꝛ 

And I told her of ee af Sir 
George, and how " had nn of 


it by Farrel. ods 


« Thou haſt: had amazing eſcapes 
Fanny, n — an old 
maid.? 4 | | 

eee a 60. fer 
that misfortune; my jewels only, will 
give me # huſband whenever I pleaſe,—f 
have no need at preſent, either of virtue 
or beauty.—I poſſeſs in my jewels, | the 
ſole charm that can captivate the heart 
of man. 1 am hardly ſeventeen years 


old, and I have met with a man of gal- | 


lantry, a knave, and an honeſt man, and 
I have found them equally enemics to 
Vo. I. * religion 
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religion and virtue! I believe I ſhall not; 
this great while, diſpoſe of my jewels, 
The trials I have experienced, do not 
Incline me to matrimony. Could 1 love 
the man who would marry me, not for 
myſelf, but for my jewels ? Who, per- | 
haps, with thoſe dear jewels, would pur. 
chaſe another: woman's favour, and won- 
der at my impertinence, ſhould I dare to 
complain? The world will call my reſo- 
lution folly; but is not their cenſure like 
that of a, ſharper, who would find faut 
vith the diſeretion of a man he cannot 
rob? Nature tells me to be happy 
Self. love tells me to be prudent.—IT will 
be prudent and happy. Why ſhould 1 
be a gleater ſlave, to morality than men 
are? Am i. ta reſpect what they deſpiſe : 
Their modeſty is not that of my ſex 
their duties are not ours. But does not 


religion 


rat eN b lo 5 8 


religion Rar Eolibiend; Ws them a as well 
as to us, the "ove" of Virtue, and the de- 
teſtation of vice ” What right have they 
to aſk of me the ſacrifice of a ſenlibiliry 
which L have not as 4 ſocial bei ing, bur as 
the Child of Nature ? Let in en be juſt, 
ſincere, and virtuous —T will oi their 
example. Tin chen, I will be happy 1 
prudent.” bur 213 2001 ai Nel 2113. ood 
It is very cafy, Fanny, to ay J Will 
be happy and prudent, but very difficult 
to be ſo. Happineſs and prudence we 
can command no more than we. can chooſe 


between love and hatred. The! Wolf 


amiable object inſpires often 4 dinike, 


when its contraſt inſpires the moſt violent 
paſſion. Beauty is like taſte, all vary in 
their opinion of it. Tou may feel an 
inclination for a man, who may be inſen- 
ſible to your merit : Should you mutually: 


N 2 love 


268, TAE, CHILD,,0F. MATURE. 


love. de oben, the, fat, pf 
ſlander, the care of your reputation, the 
m pyſtery, which. often heightens the de- 
Hh light, and oftener ſtill poiſons it, are as 
many many obſtacles. between _ happineſs, and 
you. The prudence: of lovers, Fanny, 
is moſt commonly dictated by folly. 


E. i883 10% 


When che heart takes the, lead of the 
head, the laſt | is not the judge of whay, is 
proper , for the firſt to execute . To 
chance, more than to our reaſon, , ve are 
indebted for our ſucceſs, What J. have 
gan of Jove and, Prudence, Fanny, way 
be applied to all the incidents of, life, 
Which ſpring. either from our paſſions, 
the paſſions of others, or the ap oi Cir- 
cumſtances it is not in our, N 855 r 

ſee, or prevent. Your. mind an id Heart 
were hent on revenge againſt Mt 00 Comm) 
you had not the leaſt. idee, that, an ol 
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man you Rated could be dangerous t 
your virtue. Tou thought youtlelf at 
liberty to trille with natüre and his tr rat anſ- 
ports. Let your ſenſes The for him 


TIY * 3% 4 BY $49 : 
You forgot your revenge red 10 


itſelf in the titillation wi meme . 
was not your fault if he did not obtait in 4 


% e e e — 


complete victory. 
« We muſt be the ſport of © our Kr | 
lity ! 18 there no guard againkt it? * "Y 

., Yes, Fanny; here may ſecure a 
woman's virtue. 


„ May!" Lou as bet delie ve Wi 
infallibility of that remedy ene 
© No, Fanny; an ugly woman' may 
gain by "her" wit, What ſhe loſes by her 
defo ormity. Should the want that accom- 
plimment, there are hours, when the 
ſenſes of à young man forgive ber ber 

want of beauty“ e en 
N 3 Thou- 
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67 525 * Thouſands, ics are, the real 
votaries We, e ie ai 
We all go to po ve all the 
9 deyatees of religion? No, ſince 
its precepts are ſeldom the rule of our 
behaviour, and we ſee every where - vice 
triumphant _ oyer, the ruins 0 virtye, 
The maſk of virtue and religion, Fanny, 
is a compliment men and women. of ſenſe 
pay to 95 ſep. in which ,they live, 
Citizens i in public, they are the Childgen 
of: Mature i in private. In their diſcretion 
copliſts their hangur and medeſty——asghe 
world cannot cenſure the foible, Which 
does not come to their knowledge, they 
generally take the image of virtue for 
virtue herſelf, Hence the uſurped. reꝑu 
tation maſt men and women enjoy. Hg: 
linaſs, Fangy, is not the, ſole enemy to 
our ſenſibility. A woman, Who loves 
„ 
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her huſband, and is loved by him, find 


in her attachment to him a ſupport againſt 


the ftartery! of men, "the lotigings of 'va- 
nity, and the temptations of nature. 80 


long as her eli | laſts, virtue will 
dictate her condo,” vo 9m oY 


& What! endes 2 Te 222077 


To the end of her life, if ſhe has 


paſted the ſeaſon of deſire. tort onions 


Would ſhe not find a friend in the 
e eee r 1d acitedtti th 


—— 
fect of her choice - Swayed by a ſtrong 


paſſion, all her feelings were centered in 
one odject - Perfectiy Happy be was 
virtudus rhtotigh® ncceffty Does that 
neceſſity vihiſh? She falls under the 
power of Nature, who will the" more ty- 
ranhize over Her, as her heart," habituuated 
to) ſet, win perpetualiy pant after tke 

= happineſs 


d Tir child oy NATYRE. 
happineſs ſhe has loſt. All the paſſions, 
Fanny, that are either the delight, | or the 
torment of life, produce the lame effect | 
When they reign, ; ve art fercibly carried 
away by the impreſſion we receive. At 
that time, it would be extravagant o 
judge of the merit of our virtue, 7 of 
our opinion of vice. As well r might they 
conclude from the delirium of a man, 
that he is a fool, as infer from our en- 
tuuſiaſin for virtue, that we aft really 
virtuous. A man, actuated by avarice, 
ambition, love, or the thirſt of glory, 
commits actions, which declare a total 
diſregard of religion and honour—Is he 
ſincerely an enemy to them? See him 
when the poiſon of the paſſions works no 
longer in. his heart, you will find him 
what he was born to be — hat his paſſions 
did not permit him to appear; juſt, ge- 
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nerous, benevolen t, jealous of the public _ 


eſteem.” 


_— 
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<. Does -1N ap. 7 virtue conſiſt more ĩn do- 
ing good, f er ee re 


ſure 992 : Yu 1.1 ; ke | . 
25 17 of sw 

| 1 Nature ſays. Yes; ; the legiſlators ſay 
No.“ 71 , 
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Is it of any matter to their happineſs or 


274 An CHILD or funk. 


aiiduq 211 to 219119; anlownsd. aw 


C HAP. XXXI. 


*. 5 OI , —— 
N 7 03 194177 ON a,» Pip 


v UR virtue, Mx. Comms had 
ſaid to me, is not the virtue of 


a Married wamgn—Iris at your, diſpolal 


you are accountable for it to nobody.“ 
If a young man, come te his fortune, 


chances to venture it at the gaming table, 


What 1 his extravagance to the public? 


miſery, whether he be rich or poor—a 


fool, or a man of ſenſe? An officer of 
rank deſerts the field of honour, to pre- 


ferve his life Will the folly of the firſt, 
the meanneſs of the laſt, ennoble impru- 
dence and cowardice, or add to the num- 
ber of ſpendthrifts and cowards? Can 
the community draw aby advantage from 
the virtues of a private individual, or 

2 ſuffer 
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ſuffer any diſgrace from his vices? The 
characters of men are formed by their paſ- 
ſions, and not by the example of the 
right or wrong. A king may influence 
his ſubjects to aſſume the habit he wears; 


but, will he change their hearts, and tune 


their ſenſibility to the notes of his own ? 
What ke cannot do, will an obſcure 
member of ſociety aceompliſũ ? No 
The brave man will always prefer death 
to infamy.— The man of diſcretion will 
never * himſelf to the ſhame of re- 
Pele Knef 199 5 1 
Ke births: of ho \bar-maid of a 
country inn !* thought I heard a poor 
raſcal talk of honour. © How virtue could 
be of any ſervice or diſadvantage to mo- 
rality, and to the woman of faſhion, I 
could not conceive. Should it be known 


[ had: made a en of it to love, or 
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ſelf-intereſt, would the vicar of the pariſh 
Aſcend the pulpit, to repreſent my foible 
as 2, public calamity, and compliment 
his, polite female auditors with the fear, 
eſt countenanced by my example, they 
ſhould - be, tempted to imitate me? 1 
might Ioſe a huſband! That misfortune 
would, be my own; nobody elſe could 
ſuffer by it. Was reputation worthy of 
my Care, when it was in the } power of 
every man to traduce it—when ſuſpicion 
marked. the innocent with, guilt——when 
| Qander put daily upon the fame level the 
yirtuous and the libertine ? Did not the 
world, by making no difference between 
women juſtly or unjuſtly defamed, tell 
me plainly, I ought to be careleſs of their 
eſteem and contempt >. Does not 2 huſ 
band, whoſe Jealous eye interprets every. 
fiep of his wife, i in a mener injurious ta 
her 
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her. modeſty, incline her heart to enjoy 
the forbidden bliſs, whoſe raptures ſhe is 


falſely accuſed of ſtealing? Who will be 


thought infamous, and ſacrifice the bene- 
fits of infamy? Coquettry, and an im- 
prudent ſtep, claſs a young woman among 
the profligate. Were ſhe a criminal, 
could ſhe} meet with a more ſevere treat- 
ment? By beggaring her of her reputa- 
tion, don't you beggar her of her virtue? 
What could engage her to be tender of 
it? It is not from you, moraliſts, I ex- 
pect an anſwer. I aſk it of the man of 


feeling of the man, whoſe reaſon is 


ſuperior to prejudice, and converſant in 
the knowledge of the human heart. 

Though reſolved not to be a ſlave to 
the opinion of the world, I would, how- 
ever, merit his eſteem, rather than be the 
e of his contempt. Could 1 have 


oppoſed 
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_ oppoſed! my teaſon to my ſenſibility it 
would not have been a very difpicult raſk 
to ſucceed," But they were at ſuch" a vas 
riance, that I almoſt deſpaired of ever 
reconciling them. My heart would com. 
mand With its feelings, it would form 
my features and cbuntenance In ſpits of 
myſelf; I was obliged to receive its law 
Apainft the deſpot, I eould find no ſup- 
port but in hypocriſy With its help on 
could fave' my reputation, and brave 
the n that would rob me of "op 
Virtue tt i ne ene wg 3 

ID 12 — myſelf — i. 
. an act of generoſity; yet poſ⸗ 
ſeſſed of jewels and money, I had not 
heſitated to emploꝝ them to ſebure the 
happineſs of my mother and fiſter. 1 
was not really born with the vices fondly 
indulged! How many virtues unknown 
=o to 
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to us, lie dormant in our hearts, which 


want only an opportunity to ſpring up, 


and ennoble our characters! There are 
virtues and vices inherent in our ſituat iq 
in life which, on a ſudden alteration of 
it, diſappear, and often form us the re- 
verſe of what we were. Never judge of 
men from their diſtreſſes, or their pro- 
ſperity. They are in the hands of chance, 
what al block of marble is in the hands 
of a» ſtatuary: Let the firſt diſplay their 
characters, and the laſt give 'a form to 
the marble, before we venture to frame 
aur opinion of them 
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Fins D of my exiſtence at Leiceſter, 
'\, where every day was the dull repe- 
tition of the day before, where F anny, 
ſtill thought poor, was courted by deſire, 
and neyer told of marriage, ] reſolved o 

ſpend | ſome. weeks in the country, at Mrs. 
, a near relation of my father's, 
If beauty conſiſts in a fair, bloomy com- 


plexion, in the regularity of features, in 
an elegant 1 and a graceful gait, few 
women could boaſt the charms of Miſs 
Lene 3 but if good · nature, modeſty, 


and diſcretion are neceſſary ingredjents 
DIISD SV £! JH; 


in the compoſition of it, the © was  deltirure 


20 88 nge nei! 80 
of the adyantages that make it lovely. 
1* 11 FILL 
Pigmalion admired. the Kate = had 
p J | HE nes 
made ; transformed into 'a wo 
- OQ113 i0 D 5113 4d 10 853. Ronilss2 


£9413 adored 
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adored her. Miſs P>— was that ſta- 
tue before It was animated with the ſpirit 
of life, The admiration ſhe cauſed | fas 
ſoon Toft in in the wiſh ſhe might be endowed 
with the qualities. ſhe wanted. Proud, 
ignorant, conceited, ſhe had facrificed ber 
character to her beauty fy converfant in 


the art of dreſs, ſhe attended to che oi 


wk 


nament of her perſon, more than to Ws 


propriety of her manners ; ; to the expreſ- 


fion of! an attitude. more than to the a . 
hi 


play of a virtue —Sbe perfectiy knew how © 


to ſoile, to ogle, to dart a 'fide-glance, to ; 


ſet off a tempting foot, to give her boſom 
the elaſticity. of deſire, to tell in her el. 
ture what her tongue would not have dared 1 
to ſpeak. Inno other brilliant advantages 
could Miſs Re glory. Pride, envy. 
malignity, unſupported, by the art of "cou: * 
cealing them, or by the wit t of turning 4 
them 
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then to her advantage, deſtroyed the il. 
Ibfibns Yet bæaüty created. At the vety 
mihute the Inſpired* love; ſhe" became a an 
AR diguſt. 

"Miſs P— had poſſeſſed the good for- 
tane't of meeting with men, Who centered 
* the virtues of a wife in her beauty; 
but as lich fools were not a fatifattory 
food fot | her vanity, the hope of 4 cronet 
had made her reject their offers. Tha 
| hope Having, Udhickity,” tranſpired in the 
; Country, no gemleman ever ſince had ton- 
deſcended to talk of marriage, though all 
humbled her with the languageof a lover. 
Her folly had made her contemptible; 
bt tis other light was ſhie conſidered, When 
4 young country ſquite, lately returned 
| from His travels, Faw her at an afſernbly 
Struck with her beauty, he immediately 
Au! 1 07 10 Au eie yo. 20 uns 'vþ poke 
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ſpoke as/he felt. Senſible of the frivo- 
louſneſs of the.) hope ſhe had indulged, 
Miſs P—— exerted all her powers to rixet 


the chains of her new; lover, and was. ſo 
ſucceſsful in her attempts, that, before 
three days were clapſed, he, made her che 
tender of his hand. Miſs. Pig mother 
had imparted to me the happy news, and 
accompanied it with an invitation to be 
preſent at the celebration of their m 
rage.” Circumſtanced as T was, 

vitation was welcome; A change of U 
is always agreeable to a woman of my | 
age; | fancied the country wins e 


1 


1 That domeſtic nat gs was: the - 
more ard to my happineſs, as the 
laſt wandering of my ſenſes made me fear 
ful of liſtening to a lover. 4183 di bub 
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The day before I was to ſer out, , 
was at the hay when a un eme WME 
letter t 31 
„Are you Miſs pet Ramſay e 

( Ves I am. FFF 
"ſe gave me the haul and went away. 
A letter for my ſiſter ! ⸗ů 
— _ me e it open 


; : 
nwon zo: Pe IT 9.5 1604 ee 31 


mr. « Dear Be Jan FIT 07 


de three, clock this auen 


vin de in che Füben Wk. 


Ti Tours for ever, 1n>19Ribni 

W on 8 « Richard 0— // 

Fu 7$9 3 2 To "Th 50 4 {bf 36 Ma 1 en l 
hy In the Filbert Walk .—rhat Walk 

841 SH „e oi C14 

was in a little garden we bad 1 in a ſolit 

„ 2 23} 
I a 1 — a mile « out of t * 


„„ 


919494 


dane to talk of love in n chat hind 
retreat. 
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retreat. At one end of it there was a ca- 
binet formed of evergreens, which deſied 
the rays of the ſun, and the eye of. zear 


louſy. A bed of turf was its ſole fur- 


niture—Has love need of any othet ? 

« My. ſiſter invited to the Filbert 
Walk !—*< Dear Bet. Who elſe but a 
lover could have dictated the rendea vous? 
It was not the firſt time that, unknown 
to me, ſhe had taken a trip to the Filbert 
Walk Sly Betſy l Without art ſhe had 
deceived me She loved, and looked 1 
indifferent She went to the Filbert 
Walk, and yet appeared ſo modeſt !\—" 
The, {tyle, « of the billet encouraging more 
than a ſuſpicion, 1 bg to go to the 
Filbert, Walk. | | WIN RO: 

” I | muſt ſee that man, 5 dig 1 to my» 


ſa, « and learn from him what my ſiſter 
will not tell me. If he be honeſt enough 


to 
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n ; 4 * p 
Genion zog bla as 
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Haase 1 mio that pu 1h 
gegerpſity, that the deſire of mak 
ng my filter happy. would FxPAE 1 me to 


—— TIL. 


the loſs of wy virtue and reputation ? ? In- 


nocence was in my beart— felt no other ; 


„ 
iin 408 


ſenſations, than thoſe reſulting f fr rom the 


pleaſure of doing good—The lover of my 
ſiſter I conſidered, as my brother—I. nei- 
ther could entertain a fear of him, nor 
know the temptation, of pleaſing him.“ * , 
| I entered the F ilbert Walk, with the 
countenance of a woman ſenſible the is 
going to confer a benefit. 
b- Lord [ whom have I got here | IT ex- 
claimed E young, ſhort, ſtout, impudents 
looking. fellow, putting upon a bench a 
bottle he 1 in his hand; 6 Fanny Ram- 
lay! Where is your ſiſter " 
8 « She 
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che could not com 1g] 1 


MY. This is. 38, audacious 4 Jie 8 have 
ever heard. m my. life—Fanoys FM ſhall 
not make a dupe of me, I aſſure you 


Betſy would. not have ſent her enemy to 


me—My letter fell in your hands—Cyri- 


olity has brought you here -I vill be 


curſed if you be not puniſhed for it 


+ You do not know me, ſince vou 


q think. me the enemy of my ſiſter am 


her friend and yours I am come 9 wag 
you a convincing proof of it.” 1. 
Keep your proof—I have. no Ro 


1 you too well to truſt; you, 
Fanny—You are a ſpy over the con 


of your fiſter Had it not been for ou, 


every day I ſhould have ſeen her heren 
You delight in diſturbing two loyers— 


and by __ will reward you for your 


trouble. 13514 i368 I 
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Far from diſturbing two lovers, lam 

come to confiem their happineſs. : Do you 
love my een to Fae her your 


wife? oh 11 290 
5 * 1 ee 15 eres? hat 
then #",-+ 1 D 


* — tod G tag an 
* An eaſy fortune on my ſide ex- 
treme poverty on hers. "Ma 4- at; 1 
That is the ue you' fp 
you love her!“ e 1 
« [ ſay ſo again. —-Is that ar 
[ſhould bring up a parcel of beggars, or 
e ee ypon the Airy 
of a priſe” 1940 17 
What ſum would i prevent that TY 
fortune 1 * Cats 
« Four kunde bounds.” In 5 * 


« You ſhall have them - 
* From whom? *r L 
Vol. I, O 5M * | 


by. 
* * * 

— 

* 


LO. 
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ul kfk no queſtions; yon may rely 
upon my word. To-. morro morrow cotnle to ſee 
my mother you ſhall be ſatisfied I have 
not deceived yuh ot et yorr bt 
Tour cunning will not do with me, 
Fanny ready as you are in the invention 
ef #176; 1 ſhall not be your foolyGur 
mother four hundred pounds to give 
Ah ah! ah IET̃ou fall not get from 
the ſerape into which your fooliſh/eutio- 
ſity has brought you. — A traitor deſerves 
10 p pity. —1 hive you in my power; and! 
will wein net win rin 
Then as ſwift as the eagle falling upon 
its prey, he ruſhed towards me! It was 


needleſs to fly, to talk, to evils to re. 


claim him from his error. 4500 
* Such a behaviour from the Joe of 
my ſiſter !” fi Selb 


| « «T; am not her butband—oor hi ſhe a 
chance 


yr! 7 
441 S & 


he a 
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chance of ever being my wife. My re- 


venge vill be a pleaſing tale to ber ear. 


The ſavage boldneſs of the man en- 
livened my ſpirits, and gave me a ſtrength 


adequate to the contempt. with which he 


inſpired me. I defended myſelf with an 
uncommon fury, till, almoſt; breathleſs 
and. fainting. I coud no longer oppoſe 
forſake me. A ſheep that had wandered 
from the next fold, came into the garden; 
the keeper; of the flock, followed i it—he 
heard my ſcreamings, and I was \ ſaved. 
The monſter did not wait for the preſence 
of my protector he leaped immediately 
over a ditch, and left me amazed at my 
lucky eſcape. I had juſt repaired the diſ- 
order of my. dreſs, when my deliverer 
came in. 
„What's the matter, Miſs Bawkay * 
O 2 * thought 


a Tur cuLb or ATE; 


. tie I r d man peeping 
hf? that foliage—ir friglitened me 
4 Wr ere Mr. Thomas, 
thank you,” USL 1999; Iv64; blyow:! 
IE, e Tis well it is no worſe “ © WOW 
80 it s, ſo it is, indeed !- 
Il let the garden with an aching heart. 
ie not fortune + unexpectedly in- 


£11137!) 


 teffered in my favour, I ſhotid have been 
* forced to let him raviſh, what 1 Ws ff. 
_ ecrely reſolved not to grant— A few'tni- 
gutes more in his power, T ſhould have 
- fuſtained a loſs, for which neither Nette, 
. nor love would have given a eompeniſa- 
a  tion—though not partaking in the crime, 
I ſhould have been Ucenied"ierſimina— 
"Who "Hould hase Böge ine me juſtice ? 
10 What,” would they all have ſaid, «had 


Jt) / 


ſhe to do in the Filbert Walk with a 
TOM 21 


5, young'n man — it not plain, chat love 
led 
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aſked, and that ſhe could. not deny s 
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led her into that ſolitary place — that he 


The, generoſity that made me imprudent, 
would have been laughed at poor Fanny 
would only have met with unbelievers— 
no ſatisfactorꝝ excuſe could [ have given 


A ſhould probably, have-ſtifed.. * 0. 
ſentment, ang, not have dared to, 
plain. How many are the — 2 


againſt, the honour of a young woman, 
that cannot be foreſeen by prudence | "Wn 


Surrounded by precipices, ſhe is like a 
blind man, who, ignorant of the danger 


he is 1n, finds himſelf upon the brink of 


ruin before he could entertain the fear of 


it. Nature, love, vanity, the audacity 


of men how cautious and vigilant muſt 


ſhe not be, to avoid or to conquer ſo 
many powerful enemies When you 


hear a woman ſay, that nothing i is more 
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eaſy, have no faith in her virtue, if ſhe 
be handſome no faith in her veracity, 
if ſhe be ugly. All theſe pretended vir- 
tudus women would have gone to the 
Fllbert Walk, and perhaps and perhaps 
not wiſhed for a protector againſt their 
faviſhet—and' perhaps curſed fortunewho 
lad ſent them one. I have fald pethäßt 
| @have'l not been too eng ah Wag 
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7 45 Ge * * 28 v a „ 
i bn 15:01 dust on Sen Mas 


SV ou oa; s LO BC): DIO 
"CHA p. xXxxxlV. asd 0 


„ bei obils If einn od 1 
„J Shall, certainly die an old maig: 

(that thought came into wy, head 

| walked along ſmiled at the ſingula: 

rity of the incident, and. conſcious AI 

free from, blame, I reaſſumed apy, viſual 

gaiety, and came home an 


adventure I had met. 

My mother could hardly *. in the 
e of a man ſo ſavage, as to attempt 
to obtain by violence the favours of a 
woman. 

Had he loved you,“ ſaid ſhe to me, 
and deſpaired of ever pleaſing you, 
love and deſpair might have juſtified his 
infamous attempts but the very firſt 
time he converſes with you—with you, 
the ſiſter of che woman he loves, he dares 

| O0 4 274120 
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to trifle with honour, humanity, religion, 
and wantonly offer an inſult which the 
laws puniſn with death His heart cannot 
be ſo hardened hut by the habit of vice 
he could, unmoved, ſee your tears - your 
innocence did not awe him into reſpect 
he knew the conſequences of his crime, 
and was inſenſible to pity or frar .-that 
Wan- ceghi w be-fwept 'alray f ide 
ſurface of the earth.— The lover of your 
ſiſter Did not his behaviour to you 
ſpeak” his contempt” of her Had he 
loved Betſy, would he have attempted to 
diſgrace you ?—I never heard of ſuch a 
villain he never ſhall be the huſband of 
Your Bfter—ir is leſs diſhonourable to live 

à proſtitute, than to be the wife of a 
ſcoundrel. The foibles of Nature may 
be excuſed; but what can juſtify a wo 
Wkn ina hole," WHIEK is te reptouch ot 


Gio ing) her 
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her reaſon and delicacy ?—A lover, Fanny, 
is the child of ſenſibility, a huſband, that 
of reflection. When her taſte and-reafon 
do not agree, let a woman, of two evils, 
chooſe that which is the leſs diſgraceful 
to her. I will ſpeak to/Betſy; and force 
her ſecret from her hen ſhe has heard 
her lover's villainy, ſhe muſt» be a con- 
temptible wretch indeed, if ſhe doey nat 


inſtantly break her connection with him. 


Betſy came, and I gave her che letter 
I had received. © How Se 
trembled 1 PPAPY T 8320 

Dear Bet, do not be "Frightened 
your mother is to be your judge—ſpeak 
ingenuouſly—tell her the nature of your 
engagement with the man who, ſent this 
billet 1 have ſeen” him you have no 
longer a motive to diſſemble. 4), 

Bi did not know, chat 10 do--her 


confulioa 


1 
| 
1 
1 
| 
q 
| 
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confuſion was unſpeakable—ſhe':mecha- 
nically fell at my -e woe 
: bathed her hands in a flood of teats. 
Come, Bet, teil us a> ny 
mother with tenderneſs; 405 22 1 
have ſo little ns g e 
CLet us have that lite 6 % made 
1 hen, in the midſt of „ 


and tears, ſhe related the hiſtory of ber 


amours with Mr. Olderen. That young 
man had lately had an eſtate | of WO 
hundred a year left him in the ,neigh- 
bourhood of Northampton; he had been 
apprentice to a celebrated painter in Lon- 
don, and had ſerved his time. Chance 


brought him acquainted, with m ſiſter. 


He took a room at the mantua- makers 
where ſhe lived, and neglected no oppor- 
tunity of pleaſing her. The mantua- 


maker took a fancy: to the young m 


he 


110 


% 
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he did not return the /compliment—Jjea- 
louſy diſcovered to her ſoon the cauſe of 
his indifference, and Betſy was ſent away. 
Her virtue, at Northampton, ſuffered only 
from the language of her lover one in- 
terview only had ſhe had with him in the 
Filbert Walk, when, had it not been for 
the gardener who had ſeen them together, 
and was at work a few-paces from them, 


ſhe could not tell what ſhe might have 


granted, or what he might have ſtolen. 
Since that day, I had kept fo diligent a 
watch over her, that ſhe could find no 
opportunity of ſeeing him. „le 
Did he ever tell you he n be 
your huſband?” aſked my mother. 89970 
Hedda 14.m00%..6 4003. 9H 
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My thoughts were not about his ho- 
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neſty—He loved mel loved hi wa 


- contented with ian? 6 %. 


Nou would not, ſure," nen a 
ſeoundrel, would you? ?ꝰ |). 
Mr. Olderen is not a ounces, I 


hope.“ Nan : 


590 « He i 18 indeed, baſis Sine e wy 
indeed] Your ſiſter will tell you how he 
behaved to her 11158 
I told her his behaviour. 
All the paſſions ſhone alternately upon 
e of Betſy—pity for me. con- 
tempt of her lover love, hatred—indig- 
nation, fear.—I was amazed at the rapid 
ſucceſſion of her feelings, and 2t her 
forcible expreſſion of the. 
Good God! is it poſſible? 9 . 
me when [ had done; . Olderen ſuch a 


villain !—he did not reſpect my ſiſter— 
and 
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and yet he ſwears he loves me! Alas! 


my dear ſiſter, do not deceive- me—is he 


true ey $ 1 18114 [33 vo 64-4 11. 1 (3 * 


Li Upanty fool, Rory, ii 
And you let the villain lire? Why 
vid not you ſtab him? e 
„ Fhad no mortal weapon, ey —it 
was not in my power to oppoſe Ge 
the injury he did m-... 
Betſy was a few minutes gent, pen- 
five, abſorbed in grief. I have done 
with him” aid ſhe on a ſudden; with 
ſerenity in her looks; to your misfor- 
tune, Siſter, I am indebted for my hap- 
pineſs - without you, I ſhould have been 
the dupe of my heart, and of * good 
opinion of hitu Forgive, dear motber, 
my want of confidence in you never 
more will 1 be guilty * . you for- 


12 wa 
give me.“ WAI | 6181 


— forgive 
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TN | forgive thee, Betiy - come to my | 
arms I forgive thee forget the villain 
who ſtudied thy ruin, and attempted the 
diſgrace of thy ſiſter never ſuffer him in 
thy fight—avoid him as carefully as thou 
wouldeſt a madman truſt to thiy fiſter; 
in her thou wilt find a good friend? 
„„de not repine any longer; Betiy, 
at an event that has made thee” re 

happy” N bids: aß NA 
My jewels and money bac 1 Know not 
how, made a new woman of me. T U 
delighted with the good ſenſe of my fiſtet, 
and my heart dictated the compliment l 
paid her upon it. At her age, it was not 
ſo eaſy to hate, as to deſpiſe 'aJver—yet 
hatred had followed her contempt.— 
Learn from her example, young women, 
that it is poſſible to withdraw your affec- 
tion from an object unworthy of it, and 
that 
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that love is not an excuſe for the blunders 
of your reaſon! The victory of my ſiſter 
over her paſſion takes away from you the 
right of an apology— like you, ſhe had a 


ou feeling heart like you, ſhe had not from 
r; her infancy been taught the contempt. 4 51 
H honour and virtue. | —_ 
y, Betſy deſerved my eſteem, bus not. .my 
nd confidence. We kept from her the folly 
10 of Mr, C, and rewarded her conduct 
ot only with the hope of a happier ſituation 
W. 3 
er, 71 
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